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How can you tell 

that someone is alive?



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

33 When they came 

to the place called the Skull, 

they crucified him there, 

along with the criminals

—one on his right, 

the other on his left. 



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

34 Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them, 

for they do not know 

what they are doing.” 

And they divided up 

his clothes by casting lots.



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

35 The people stood watching, 

and the rulers even 

sneered at him. 

They said, “He saved others; 

let him save himself 

if he is God's Messiah, 

the Chosen One.”



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

36 The soldiers also 

came up and mocked him. 

They offered him 

wine vinegar 37 and said, 

“If you are the king 

of the Jews, save yourself.”



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

38 There was a written notice 

above him which read: 

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
39 One of the criminals 

who hung there 

hurled insults at him: 

“Aren't you the Messiah? 

Save yourself and us!” 



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

40 But the other criminal 

rebuked him. 

“Don't you fear God,” 

he said, 

“since you are under 

the same sentence?



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

41 We are punished justly, 

for we are getting 

what our deeds deserve. 

But this man has done 

nothing wrong.” 



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

42 Then he said, “Jesus, 

remember me when 

you come into your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus answered him, 

“Truly I tell you, today you 

will be with me in paradise.” 



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

44 It was now about noon, 

and darkness came 

over the whole land 

until three in the afternoon, 
45 for the sun stopped shining. 

And the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two.



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

46 Jesus called out 
with a loud voice,

“Father, into your hands 
I commit my spirit.” 

[Psalm 31:5]

When he had said this, 
he breathed his last.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke 23&version=TNIV#fen-TNIV-25978d


Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

47 The centurion, 

seeing what had happened, 

praised God and said, 

“Surely this 

was a righteous man.”



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

48 When all the people 

who had gathered 

to witness this sight 

saw what took place, 

they beat their breasts and 

went away.



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

49 But all those 

who knew him, including 

the women who had 
followed him from Galilee, 

stood at a distance, 

watching these things.
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Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

33 When they came to 

the place called the Skull, 

they crucified him there…. 



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

44 It was now about noon, 

and darkness came 

over the whole land 

until three in the afternoon, 
45 for the sun 

stopped shining… 



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

46 Jesus … 
breathed his last.



John 19:33-35 TNIV

33 …when they came to Jesus 

and found that he 

was already dead ...
34 … one of the soldiers

pierced Jesus’ side 

with a spear, 

bringing a sudden flow 

of blood and water.



John 19:33-35 TNIV

35 The man who saw it

has given testimony, 

and his testimony is true.



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

48 When all the people …

saw what took place, 

they beat their breasts and 

went away.
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“This proposal 

that Jesus survived the 

beating and crucifixion …. 

fails to satisfactorily 

explain what … 

[was] experienced when 

they pulled Jesus 

from the cross.”
--Alive, J.Warner Wallace



“Is it reasonable to believe 

that those who removed 

Jesus from the cross, 

carried Him to the grave, 

and spent time treating and 

wrapping His body for 

burial …
--Alive, J.Warner Wallace



“would not have noticed 

any of these conditions 

common to dead bodies?

 not breathing

 ‘cold to the touch’

 rigor mortis

 purple discoloration.”

--Alive, J.Warner Wallace



“In spite of the fact that He

appeared only days after

… Jesus displayed wounds

… but never was observed 

to behave as though 

He were wounded.”

--Alive, J.Warner Wallace



The Gospels’ report of the 
death of Jesus 

“… suffers from the least 
number of liabilities and 
deficiencies, 

… accounts for the evidence 
most simply and most 
exhaustively, 

… [and] is also superior to the 
other accounts.”

--Alive, J.Warner Wallace



The Evidence Mounts:

(1) The Documentary Evidence

Jesus’ life is the best 

documented of any other 

ancient historical figure.



The Evidence Mounts:

(2) The Forensic Evidence

Jesus died.



The Evidence Mounts:

(3) Circumstantial Evidence

Something extraordinary 
happened that changed the 
minds and lives of cowards, 
skeptics, and even enemies.
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Get this …

…from the crucifixion:

(1) No matter how bad 

the situation was,

Jesus remained committed 

both to God 

and to others around him.



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

34 Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them, 

for they do not know 

what they are doing.” 



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

46 Jesus called out 
with a loud voice,

“Father, into your hands 
I commit my spirit.” 

[Psalm 31:5]

When he had said this, 
he breathed his last.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke 23&version=TNIV#fen-TNIV-25978d


Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

42 Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus answered him, 

“Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in 
paradise.” 



Luke 23:33-49 TNIV

34 Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them, 

for they do not know 

what they are doing.” 



Get this …

…from the crucifixion:

(1) No matter how bad 

your situation is,

in Jesus’ name & strength, 

remain committed 

both to God 

and to others around you.



Get this …

…from the crucifixion:

(2) “Do this in 

remembrance of me …

… this is my body,

broken for you.

This is my blood …

poured out for you.”



Communion



Did you know 

that someone died for you? 

That someone made the 

ultimate sacrifice for you, 

so that you could live?



Get this …

…from the crucifixion:

(3)“Count yourselves dead”



Romans 6:11  NIV

“… Count yourselves

dead to sin

and 

alive to Christ Jesus.”



Romans 6  NIV
6 … our old self 

was crucified with him 

so that the body 

ruled by sin 

might be done away with, 

that we should no longer 

be slaves to sin  
7 because anyone who has died 

has been set free from sin.



Romans 6  NIV

8 Now if we died with Christ, 

we believe that 

we will also live with him.



Romans 6:11  NIV

“… Count yourselves

dead to sin

and 

alive to Christ Jesus.”



Get this …

…from the crucifixion:

(3)“Count yourselves dead”

You’ll never be more alive!
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