
What do you know 
about Cleopatra?

How do you know that?



Luke 1:1-4

and 

Luke 21:1-6 

TNIV

Today’s Bible Reading



11 Many have undertaken 
to draw up an account 
of the things that have been 
fulfilled among us,

Luke 1:1-4    TNIV



2 just as they were 
handed down to us 
by those who from the first 
were eyewitnesses 
and servants of the word.

Luke 1    TNIV



Luke 1    TNIV 

3 With this in mind, 
since I myself 
have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning,



Luke 1    TNIV 

3 … I too decided to write 
an orderly account for you, 
most excellent Theophilus,
4 so that you may know 
the certainty of the things 
you have been taught.



Luke 21:1-6  TNIV

1 As Jesus looked up, 
he saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the temple treasury.
2 He also saw a poor widow
put in two very small copper coins.



Luke 21   TNIV

3 "Truly I tell you," he said,
"this poor widow has put in 
more than all the others.
4 All these people gave their gifts 
out of their wealth;
but she out of her poverty 
put in all she had to live on."



Luke 21  TNIV

5 Some of his disciples 
were remarking about how 
the temple was adorned 
with beautiful stones
and with gifts dedicated to God."



Luke 21  TNIV

5 … But Jesus said, 
6 "As for what you see here,
the time will come 
when not one stone 
will be left on another;
every one of them 
will be thrown down."
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Luke 1  TNIV

3 … since I myself 
have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning, 
I too decided to write … for you, 
most excellent Theophilus



Luke 1  TNIV

4 so that you may know 
the certainty of the things 
you have been taught.
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Jesus: best documented life
of the ancient world 
because the gospels 

(1) are as close to the life lived

(2) match outside reports

(3) have most & oldest copies



Jesus’ life 
is the best documented life

of the ancient world …

(1)because the gospels 
were written as close 

to the life lived



Fact: No dates on gospel books

Main Theories: 

1) written from 70’s thru 90’s A.D.,
after the Temple’s destruction

2) written from 40’s thru 60’s A.D.,
before the Temple’s destruction



Luke 21  TNIV

5 … But Jesus said, 
6 "As for what you see here,
the time will come 
when not one stone 
will be left on another;
every one of them 
will be thrown down."



Luke 21  TNIV

20 "When you see Jerusalem 
being surrounded by armies, 
you will know that 
its desolation is near.



Luke 21  TNIV

24 Jerusalem will be 
trampled on by the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled.



Fact: No dates on gospel books

Main Theories: 

1) written from 70’s thru 90’s A.D.,
after the Temple’s destruction

2) written from 40’s thru 60’s A.D.,
before the Temple’s destruction



2 Kings 25   NIV

1 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
marched against Jerusalem 
with his whole army. 
He encamped outside the city 
and built siege works all around it.



2 Kings 25   NIV

9 He set fire to 
the temple of the LORD, 
the royal palace, and 
all the houses of Jerusalem. 
Every important building 
he burned down.



2 Kings 25   NIV

10 The whole Babylonian army 
under the commander of 
the imperial guard
broke down the walls
around Jerusalem.



Since Jesus

(1) knew His Bible well, and likely knew 
the stories of 2Kings and 2Chronicles ,

(2) and likely possessed the wisdom
that history repeats itself,

the biographies about Jesus 
logically and easily
could have been written 
before the Temple’s destruction in 70 A.D.



The earliest biographies
of Julius Caesar –

by Suetonius in Twelve Caesars,

by Plutarch in Lives of the Noble
Grecians and Romans –

were written more than 100 years
after the life of Julius Caesar.



“The two earliest biographies of 
Alexander the Great were written … 
more than four hundred years 
after Alexander’s death 
… yet historians consider them 
to be generally trustworthy”

-- Craig Blomberg



Jesus: best documented life
of the ancient world 
because the gospels 

(1) are as close to the life lived

(2) match outside reports



“Let’s pretend we didn’t have
any of the New Testament
or other Christian writings …
what would we be able 
to conclude about Jesus from 
ancient non-Christian sources?
…. Is there credible evidence for Jesus 
0utside his biographies?”

Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ



“supports other testimony”

“affirms or backs up
essential elements

of an eyewitness account”

CORROBORATING TESTIMONY



Roman writers

Pliny the Younger, 111 AD
Tacitus, 115 AD

Suetonius, 120 AD

CORROBORATING TESTIMONY
Outside Christianity



Jewish writers

Josephus, 93 AD
Babylonian Talmud, c. 200 AD,

(from earlier sources)

CORROBORATING TESTIMONY
Outside Christianity



1) Jesus was a Jewish teacher 
In the 1st century

2) Jesus performed healings 

3) some believed he was Messiah

4) Jesus was rejected by
the Jewish leadership

MAIN POINTS 
from writings outside Christianity



5) Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate
during the reign of Emperor Tiberius

6) Jesus’ followers believed
that he was still alive

7) Jesus following spread beyond Palestine,
multitudes found even in Rome by 64 AD

8) his followers worshipped him as God

MAIN POINTS (continued)
from writings outside Christianity



Bible book authors

Paul, 45-62 AD
James, between 40-50 AD
Peter, between 60-64 AD

CORROBORATING TESTIMONY
Inside Christianity



Authors after the Bible

Ignatius (35-117 A.D.)
Polycarp (69-155 A.D.)

Clement of Alexandria (150-215)
Eusebius (263-339)

CORROBORATING TESTIMONY
Inside Christianity



CORROBORATING TESTIMONY
Inside Christianity

“…if we had no copies of 
the New Testament,
we could reconstruct 
the New Testament
from quotations from 
the early church Fathers.”

-- J.P. Moreland



Jesus: best documented life
of the ancient world 
because the gospels 

(1) are as close to the life lived

(2) match outside reports

(3) have most & oldest copies





“There is no body 
of ancient literature in the world 
which enjoys such a wealth 
of good textual attestation 
as the New Testament.”

-- F. F. Bruce, Professor,

University of Manchester



“Every sermon preached 
by every Christian 
in the New Testament 
centers on the resurrection…

Peter Kreeft and Ronald Tacelli, 
Ph.D.’s in Philosophy, Boston College
Handbook of Christian Apologetics



“The message that flashed 
across the ancient world, 
set hearts on fire, changed lives, 
and turned the world upside down 
was not ‘love thy neighbor.’ 
Every morally sane person 
already knew that; 
it was not news.

Peter Kreeft and Ronald Tacelli, 
Ph.D.’s in Philosophy, Boston College
Handbook of Christian Apologetics



“The news was that a man 
who claimed to be the Son of God 
and the Savior of the world 
had risen from the dead …. 

Peter Kreeft and Ronald Tacelli, 
Ph.D.’s in Philosophy, Boston College
Handbook of Christian Apologetics



“To disbelieve it, 
you must deliberately make 
an exception to the rules you use 
everywhere else in history.”

Peter Kreeft and Ronald Tacelli, 
Ph.D.’s in Philosophy, Boston College
Handbook of Christian Apologetics



Jesus: best documented life
of the ancient world 
because the gospels 

(1) are as close to the life lived

(2) match outside reports

(3) have most & oldest copies



Luke 21:1-6  TNIV

1 As Jesus looked up, 
he saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the temple treasury.
2 He also saw a poor widow
put in two very small copper coins.



Luke 21   TNIV

3 "Truly I tell you," he said,
"this poor widow has put in 
more than all the others.
4 All these people gave their gifts 
out of their wealth;
but she out of her poverty 
put in all she had to live on."



Luke 21  TNIV

5 Some of his disciples 
were remarking about how 
the temple was adorned 
with beautiful stones
and with gifts dedicated to God."



What really mattered to Jesus?

People

People giving their all

People giving their all for God

People giving their all for God, 
even when the going gets rough
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Hebrews 2:10  NIV

… it was fitting that God …
should make the pioneer 
of [our] salvation perfect 

through what he suffered.



Hebrews 12:1-3  NIV

… let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us, 

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer 

and perfecter of faith.



Hebrews 12:1-3  NIV

2 ... For the joy set before him 
he endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, 

and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.



Hebrews 12:1-3  NIV

3 Consider him 
who endured such …
so that you will not 

grow weary and lose heart.
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