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 19 After Herod died,  
an angel of the Lord spoke to Joseph in a 
dream while he was in Egypt.  
20 The angel said, “Get up! Take the child 
and his mother  
and go to the land of Israel,  
because the people who were trying to kill 
the child are now dead.” 



21 So Joseph took the child and his mother 
and went to Israel.  
22 But he heard that Archelaus was now king 
in Judea since his father Herod had died.  
So Joseph was afraid to go there.  
After being warned in a dream, he went to 
the area of Galilee,  



23 to a town called Nazareth,  
and lived there.  
And so what God had said through  
the prophets came true: 
“He will be called a Nazarene.”  
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20 The angel said, “Get up!  
Take the child and his mother  
and go to the land of Israel,  
because the people who  
were trying to kill the child are now dead.” 
 



22 But he heard that Archelaus  
was now king in Judea  
since his father Herod had died.  
So Joseph was afraid to go there.  
 



22 After being warned in a dream,  
he went to the area of Galilee,  
23 to a town called Nazareth,  
and lived there.  
 



And so what God had said 
through the prophets came true: 
“He will be called a Nazarene.”  
 



Certain circumstances 
got Jesus to Nazareth; 
but there was a bigger  
God-purpose to it, as well. 
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+ a genealogical countdown 

+ a biological countdown 

+ an astronomical countdown 

+ a residential countdown 



6 ‘But you, Bethlehem,  
in the land of Judah, 
are not just an insignificant village in Judah. 
A ruler will come from you 
who will be like a shepherd  
for my people Israel.’” [Micah 5:2] 



 15 And Joseph stayed in Egypt  
until Herod died. This happened  
to bring about what the Lord had said  
through the prophet [Hosea]:  
“I called my son out of Egypt.”  
 



23 to a town called Nazareth,  
and lived there.  
And so what God had said 
through the prophets came true: 
“He will be called a Nazarene.”  
 



Certain circumstances 
got Jesus to Nazareth; 
but there was a bigger  
God-purpose to it, as well. 
 



What are the bigger 
God-purposes to it? 
 



For Jesus, Egypt 
was a place of survival, 
that he might live to see another day 
to fulfill a bigger purpose God had for him. 
 



For Jesus, Nazareth  
was a place to cocoon,  
to get ready, in a growth environment, 
for God’s bigger purposes yet waiting  
for him. 
 



Matthew 9  New Century Version 
1 Jesus got into a boat  
and went back across the lake  
to his own town. 
 
Mark 2  New Century Version 
1 A few days later, when Jesus  
came back to Capernaum,  
the news spread that he was at home. 
 



For Jesus, Capernaum 
was a place to launch 
the bigger purpose God had for his life. 
 



What are the bigger 
God-purposes to it? 
 



Pay attention to the signs 
 



Matthew 2  New Century Version 
19 After Herod died,  
an angel of the Lord spoke to Joseph 
in a dream while he was in Egypt.  
 



Matthew 2  New Century Version 
22 But he heard that Archelaus  
was now king in Judea  
 



Matthew 2  New Century Version 
23 … And so what God  
had said through the prophets  
came true … 
 



Use an Advent Calendar 
to celebrate your Christmas! 
 







Mini-book  
Advent calendars 
 













Use an Advent Calendar 
to celebrate your Christmas! 
 



Prepare for Christmas 
as the start, 
as the launch  
of a new phase 
of being part of Jesus’s mission 
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