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1Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem  
in Judea during the time when  
Herod was king. When Jesus was born,  
some wise men from the east came  
to Jerusalem.  
2 They asked, “Where is the baby who  
was born to be the king of the Jews?  
We saw his star in the east and  
have come to worship him.” 



3 When King Herod heard this,  
he was troubled, as were all the people  
in Jerusalem.  
4 Herod called a meeting of  
all the leading priests and teachers of  
the law and asked them  
where the Christ would be born. 



5 They answered, “In the town of  
Bethlehem in Judea. The prophet wrote  
about this in the Scriptures: 
6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are not just an insignificant village in Judah. 
A ruler will come from you who  
will be like a shepherd for  
my people Israel.’” Micah 5:2 



7 Then Herod had a secret meeting with  
the wise men and learned from  
them the exact time they first saw the star.  
8 He sent the wise men to Bethlehem,  
saying, “Look carefully for the child.  
When you find him, come tell me so  
I can worship him too.” 



9 After the wise men heard the king,  
they left. The star that they had seen in  
the east went before them until  
it stopped above the place where  
the child was.  
10 When the wise men saw the star,  
they were filled with joy. 



11 They came to the house where  
the child was and saw him with  
his mother, Mary, and they bowed down  
and worshiped him.  
They opened their gifts and gave him  
treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
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“Star” references 
in The Bible 

Job 9 - “Which commandeth the Sun  

and it riseth not; which sealeth up  

the stars. Which alone spreadeth out  

the heavens…” 
 

Job 31- God takes credit for the stars 
 

1 Corinthians 15- “for one star differeth 

from another star in glory” 
 

Amos 5- “The star of your God” 



 Peter 1- “as unto a light that shineth in 
a dark place, until the dawn, and the 
day star arise in your hearts.” 
 

 Matthew 2- “…we have seen His star 
(rise) in the east.” & “When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced…”. 
 

 Isaiah 40- “Lift your eyes and look to 
the heavens; who created these? He 
who brings out the starry host one by 
one and calls them each by name. 
Because of his great power not one of 
them is missing. 



 Luke 21- “There will be signs in Sun, 

Moon and stars” 
 

 David says; “The heavens declare the 

work of God.” 
 

 Numbers 24- “I shall see Him, but not 

now. I shall behold Him, but not nigh. 

There shall come a star out of Jacob 

and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel.” 

Moses wrote of Baalam’s prophesy 

1500 years before His birth. 



 Genesis 49- “you are a Lion’s cub 

O Judah.The sceptre will not depart 

from Judah nor the rulers staff from 

between his feet.” 





What was the Star of 

Bethlehem? 

 Was it a Comet? 
 

 Was it a shooting star? 
 

 Was it a Nova? 
 

 Was it a special temporary star 
placed by God? 
 

 Was it a wandering star? 
 



Who were the Magi? 

 Proto-scientists from Babylon, 
probably astronomers 
 

 Possibly the inheritors of Daniels 
prophesy re: the birth of Christ 
 

 They followed the star to Israel and 
then to Bethlehem 
 

 They came to worship the “King of 
the Jews” 



Can we recreate the sky of that 

time? 

 Starry Night Program 

 

 Extremely accurate, uses Kepler’s 3 

Laws of Planetary Motion 

 

 Can recreate what the sky looked like 

at any time from any place on earth 

 

 Let’s take a look 



What date will we use to recreate 

the sky of that time? 
 Everyone else has searched in 5 to 

7 B.C. 
 

 They assume, because of Flavius 

Josephus’ writings, that Herod died 

in 4 B.C.  
 

 Almost all sources prior to 1600 A.D. 

say that Herod died in 1 B.C. 
 

 So let’s look in 2 & 3 B.C. 





 



 



John’s writing re: the Virgin 

 “A great and wonderous sign 

appeared in heaven, a woman 

clothed in the sun, with the moon 

at her feet.” 

 She gave birth to a son with an 

iron sceptre who will rule all the 

earth.  



 



 



The wise men begin  

their journey now 

 They know that the birth has 

happened 

 The journey takes months 

 Herod hears of their coming and bids 

them to come to him in Jerusalem. 

 He grills them for days about the  

“King of the Jews” 

 Realizing that they can’t positively 

identify Him, he bids them to go to 

Bethlehem and find Him. 



 



The First Christmas! 

 The wise men brought gifts to 

honor the child Jesus 

 Did they return to Herod? 

 What did Herod do? 

 Why did he fail? 



Conclusion 

 Advanced technology confirms the 

Bible! 

 How many other Biblical treasures are 

waiting to be clarified and proven in 

the future? 

 Our God is AMAZING in His 

Omnipotence!!!!!   



Rick Warren 

 Website:   bethlehemstar.net 

 DVD:   The Star of Bethlehem 

 Personal appearance: 5:00 pm  

January 6th, 11530 Manchaca Road   

Austin New Church 



Bible Reading: Matthew 2:1-11 NCV   

Sermon: Ric Trent, Local Lay Speaker,  

The United Methodist Church   


