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5 … there was a priest by the name  
of Zechariah ... His wife Elizabeth was 
[also] from the family of Aaron.  
6 Both of them were good people and  
pleased the Lord God by obeying all  
that he had commanded.  
7 But they did not have children ...  
and both Zechariah and  
Elizabeth were already old. 



8 One day Zechariah’s group of  
priests were on duty ...  
9 According to the custom …  
he had been chosen to go into  
the Lord’s temple that day and  
to burn incense,  
10 while the people stood  
outside praying. 



11 All at once an angel from  
the Lord appeared to Zechariah  
at the right side of the altar.  
12 Zechariah was confused and  
afraid when he saw the angel.  
13 But the angel told him: 



13 “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah!  
God has heard your prayers.  
Your wife Elizabeth will have a son, 
and you must name him John.  
14 His birth will make you very 
happy, and many people  
will be glad. 15 Your son will be a 
great servant of the Lord ... and 
the power of the Holy Spirit will be 
with him from the time he is born. 



“16 John will lead many people in  
Israel to turn back to  
the Lord their God.  
17 He will go ahead of the Lord  
with the same power and spirit that 
Elijah had. And because of John,  
parents will be more thoughtful  
of their children.  



And people who now disobey God  
will begin to think as they ought to.  
That is how John will get people  
ready for the Lord.” 



18 “How will I know this is going  
to happen? My wife and  
I are both very old.” 
 



19 “I am Gabriel, God’s servant,  
and I was sent to tell you  
this good news.  
20 You have not believed what  
I have said. So you will not be able  
to say a thing until all this happens.  
But everything will take place  
when it is supposed to.” 
 



21 The crowd was waiting for  
Zechariah and kept wondering why  
he was staying so long  
in the temple.  
22 When he did come out,  
he could not speak, and  
they knew he had seen a vision.  
He motioned to them with  
his hands, but did not say a thing. 



23 When Zechariah’s time of  
service in the temple was over,  
he went home. 
24 Soon after that,  
his wife was expecting a baby …  
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According to the Bible, 
the people whom God uses 
are the people involved 
with other believers 
in public worship! 
 



The pastor lost his voice at  
the most important worship service 
he would ever lead! 
 



The pastor did not believe it when, 
while he was praying in  
public worship,  
an angel showed up and told him 
his prayers were answered! 
 



FAMILY ACTIVITY #1 
Draw a picture of an angel 
-- youngest first,  
then pass it around 
  
  
FAMILY ACTIVITY #2 
On your smartphone, look up “Gabriel”  
on your Bible app or on a Bible website 
-- read to and tell the others 
 what your are finding 
 



In a group, at home, or in the car, 
 or wherever, 
see how long everyone can go  
 without talking… 
  
Give a reward to the person who 
 can go the longest! 
 



+ The angel Gabriel first 
+ Zachary next…  
with his incense box! 
+ What is Zachary’s wife’s name? 
+ Lastly, their baby …  
what was his name? 
 



57 When Elizabeth’s son was born,  
58 her neighbors and  
relatives heard how  
kind the Lord had been to her,  
and they too were glad. 
 



59 Eight days later they did for  
the child what the Law of Moses 
commands. They were going to  
name him Zechariah,  
after his father.  
60 But Elizabeth said,  
“No! His name is John.” 



61 The people argued,  
“No one in your family has ever 
been named John.”  
62 So they motioned to Zechariah  
to find out what he wanted to  
name his son. 



63 Zechariah asked for  
a writing tablet. Then he wrote,  
“His name is John.”  
Everyone was amazed.  
64 Right away, Zechariah started  
speaking and praising God. 



65 All the neighbors were frightened  
because of what had happened,  
and everywhere in the hill country  
people kept talking about  
these things.  
66 Everyone who heard about  
this wondered what this child  
would grow up to be. They knew  
that the Lord was with him. 



Here are five emotional words 
found in this part of the story: 
 
1) “glad” (vs. 57) 
2) “argue” (vs. 61) 
3) “amazed” (vs. 63) 
4) “frightened” (vs. 65) 
5) “wondered” (vs. 66) 
 
Draw a round face …  
or an emoticon … 
for each emotional word 



Find out more about  
your first name: 
Why was it chosen? 
Were you named after someone? 
What is your name’s root meaning? 
Look up Bible verses with  
your name or root meaning,  
then pick one as a theme verse  
for your life! 
 



Draw one more round face 
  
… a rising, happy-faced sun! 
 





Zachary praises God 
because God fulfills his promises 
to save us, to rescue us! 
 



“76 You, my son, will be called 
a prophet of God in  
heaven above. 
You will go ahead of the Lord 
to get everything ready for him. 
 



77 You will tell his people that  
they can be saved 
when their sins are forgiven. 
78 God’s love and kindness will 
shine upon us like the sun that  
rises in the sky.  
79 On us who live in the dark 
shadow of death this light will shine  
to guide us into a life of peace.” 
 



If you have children in your group, 
pray a blessing over that child 
through the person who brought 
them. 
  
If you have no children in  
your group, 
each person think of a child, 
then pray a blessing for them. 
 



Pray Zachary’s prayer 
every day this week! 
… Together with  
someone else is best; 
yet pray it however you can! 
 



Leader:  

“68 Praise the Lord,  
the God of Israel! 
He has come to save his people. 
 
People: 

69 Our God has given us  
a mighty Savior from  
the family of  
David his servant. 
 



Leader: 

“70 Long ago the Lord promised 
by the words of his holy prophets 
71 to save us from our enemies 
and from everyone who hates us. 
 
People: 
72 God said he would be kind 
to our people 
and keep his sacred promise. 
 



Leader: 

73 He told our ancestor Abraham 
74 that he would rescue us from 
our enemies. 
 
People: 
Then we could serve him 
without fear, 
75 by being holy and good as 
long as we live. 



Leader: 

“76 You, my son, will be called 
a prophet of God in heaven above. 
You will go ahead of the Lord 
to get everything ready for him. 
 
People: 
77 You will tell his people that 
they can be saved 
when their sins are forgiven. 
 



Leader: 

78 God’s love and kindness will 
shine upon us 
like the sun that rises in the sky.  
 
People: 
79 On us who live in the dark 
shadow of death 
this light will shine to guide 
us into a life of peace.” 
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