
What does it mean 
when someone says  
that you are a “doubting Thomas”? 



“a skeptic who  
refuses to believe 
without direct personal evidence” 
  
-- Wikipedia 



“one who habitually 
expresses or feels doubts” 
  
-- Reader’s Digest 
 



“an incredulous or 
habitually doubtful person” 
-- Webster’s 3rd International 
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19 That Sunday evening the disciples  
were meeting behind locked doors  
because they were afraid of  
the Jewish leaders. Suddenly,  
Jesus was standing there among them!  
“Peace be with you,” he said.  
20 As he spoke, he showed them  
the wounds in his hands and his side.  
They were filled with joy when  
they saw the Lord!  



21 Again he said, “Peace be with you.  
As the Father has sent me,  
so I am sending you.”  
22 Then he breathed on them and  
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  
23 If you forgive anyone’s sins,  
they are forgiven.  
If you do not forgive them,  
they are not forgiven.” 



24 One of the twelve disciples,  
Thomas (nicknamed the Twin),  
was not with the others when Jesus came.  
25 They told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless  
I see the nail wounds in his hands,  
put my fingers into them,  
and place my hand into the wound  
in his side.” 



26 Eight days later the disciples  
were together again,  
and this time Thomas was with them.  
The doors were locked; but suddenly,  
as before, Jesus was standing among them.  
“Peace be with you,” he said. 



27 Then he said to Thomas,  
“Put your finger here,  
and look at my hands.  
Put your hand into the wound in my side.  
Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” 
28 “My Lord and my God!”  
Thomas exclaimed. 



29 Then Jesus told him,  
“You believe because you have seen me.  
Blessed are those who believe  
without seeing me.” 
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John 20  New Living Translation 
25 …he replied,  
“I won’t believe it unless I see  
the nail wounds in his hands,  
put my fingers into them,  
and place my hand  
into the wound in his side.” 
 



Mark 16  New Living Translation 
12 …he appeared … to two of his followers  
who were walking from Jerusalem  
into the country.  
13 They rushed back to tell the others,  
but no one believed them. 
 



Luke 24   New Living Translation 
10 It was Mary Magdalene …  
and several other women  
who told the apostles what had happened. 
11 But the story sounded  
like nonsense to the men,  
so they didn’t believe it.  
 



Mark 16  New Living Translation 
6 but the angel said,  
“He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! …  
7 Now go and tell his disciples...” 
8 The women fled from the tomb,  
trembling and bewildered,  
and they said nothing to anyone  
because they were too frightened. 
 



So you don’t believe  
that Jesus rose from the dead? 
You are in good company! 
Take a number, have a seat, 
and wait for your turn! 
 



Gary Olsen, Lead Pastor, Dr. Ministry  

Bible Reading: John 20:19-29  NLT 



“Doubt is  
the ants in the pants 
of faith.” 
  
-- The Rev. Frederick Buechner 
 



Read and read about 
The Bible 
 



http://www.rhcc4.org/message.php?messageID=37820&




Read and read about 
The Bible 
 



Why would people who  
at first ran and hid 
risk their own lives  
for something they knew to be a lie. 
 



Person          Died           Earliest Existing Info  
Alexander   323 B.C.      50 B.C. (Diodorus) 
  the Great  
  
Jesus           30 A.D.       c.50 A.D. (Paul) 
                                         c.65 A.D. (Mt/Mk/Lk) 
  
 



Author / Work     written    oldest copy 
Homer’s Illiad    c. 850 B.C.    c.200 A.D. 
  
Tacitus’ Annals   c. 116 A.D.   c. 850 A.D. 
  
Matthew             c. 65 A.D.     c. 65 A.D. 
John                     c. 90 A.D.    c. 100 A.D. 
 



“The [risen] appearances of Jesus 
are as well authenticated 
as anything in antiquity… 
There can be no rational doubt 
that they occurred.” 
  
--  Dr. Michael Green,  
 Senior Research Fellow, 
         Oxford University 



Ask Christians  
about what they’ve seen, 
what they’ve experienced. 
 





Ask Christians  
about what they’ve seen, 
what they’ve experienced. 
 



Ask Jesus to show himself 
 





Ask Jesus to show himself 
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