
DID YOU GROW UP  

a) on the farm 

     b) in the country 

     c) in town 

     d) in a city 

     e) in a suburb 

     f) other ___________ 

     g) in a combo of __________ 
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1Again he began to teach beside the sea.  

And a very large crowd gathered about  

him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it  

on the sea, and the whole crowd was  

beside the sea on the land. 
2And he was teaching them many things  

in parables, and in his teaching he said  

to them: 



3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow.  
4And as he sowed, some seed fell along  
the path, and the birds came and  
devoured it. 
5Other seed fell on rocky ground,  
where it did not have much soil,  
and immediately it sprang up,  
since it had no depth of soil. 
6And when the sun rose, it was scorched,  
and since it had no root, it withered away. 
7Other seed fell among thorns,  
and the thorns grew up and choked it,  
and it yielded no grain. 



8And other seeds fell into good soil  

and produced grain, growing up and  

increasing and yielding thirtyfold and  

sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 
9And he said, “He who has ears to hear,  

let him hear.” 
14 The sower sows the word. 
15And these are the ones  

along the path, where the word is sown:  

when they hear, Satan immediately comes  

and takes away the word that is sown  

in them. 



16And these are the ones sown on  

rocky ground: the ones who,  

when they hear the word,  

immediately receive it with joy. 
17And they have no root in themselves,  

but endure for a while; 

then, when tribulation or  

persecution arises on account  

of the word, immediately they fall away. 



18And others are the ones sown  

among thorns. They are those who  

hear the word, 
19but the cares of the world and  

the deceitfulness of riches and  

the desires for other things enter in and  

choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.  
20But those that were sown on  

the good soil are the ones  

who hear the word and accept it  

and bear fruit, thirtyfold and  

sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 
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MARK 4:1-9, 14-20  ESV 

3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow.  

  
4… some seed fell along the path,  

  
5Other seed fell on rocky ground,  

where it did not have much soil,  

  
7Other seed fell among thorns,  

 



MARK 4  ESV 

4And as he sowed, some seed fell  

along the path,  

and the birds came and devoured it.  
  
15And these are the ones  

along the path, where the word is sown:  

when they hear, Satan immediately comes  

and takes away the word that is sown  

in them.  

 



MARK 4  ESV 

5Other seed fell on rocky ground,  
where it did not have much soil…  
6when the sun rose, it was scorched,  
and since it had no root, it withered away.  
  
16And these are the ones sown on  
rocky ground: the ones who,  
when they hear the word,  
immediately receive it with joy.  
17And they have no root in themselves,  
but endure for a while; then, when tribulation  
or persecution arises on account of the word,  
immediately they fall away.  



MARK 4  ESV 

7Other seed fell among thorns,  
and the thorns grew up and choked it,  
and it yielded no grain.  
  
18And others are the ones sown among 
thorns. They are those who hear the word,  
19but the cares of the world and  
the deceitfulness of riches and the desires  
for other things enter in and  
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 



MARK 4  ESV 

8And other seeds fell into good soil and  
produced grain, growing up and 
increasing  
and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and  
a hundredfold.”  
  
20But those that were sown on  
the good soil are the ones who hear  
the word and accept it and bear fruit,  
thirtyfold and sixtyfold and  
a hundredfold.” 



MARK 4  ESV 

3"Listen! A sower went out to sow.  
14 The sower sows the word.  
16And these are the ones sown  

on [thus and such] ground:  

the ones who, when they hear the word… 
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“THE FIVE PRACTICES” 

+ Radical Hospitality 

  

+ Passionate Worship 

  

+ Intentional Faith Development 

 

+ Extravagant Generosity 

 

+ Risk-Taking Mission and Service 



READ ABOUT  

2 PAGES A DAY 

FOR FIVE WEEKS 

TOGETHER 

  

CULTIVATING 

FRUITFULNESS 

ROBERT SCHNASE, 

UMC BISHOP 

 



SIGNING-UP FOR AND PARTICIPATING  

INAT LEAST ONE  

“FIVE PRACTICES”  SEMINAR 

TO SHAPE THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH! 

 
Reports next Sunday, October 2 

“Celebration Sunday” 

 



+ RISK-TAKING MISSION  

AND SERVICE 



MARK 4  ESV 

3"Listen! A sower went out to sow.  
14 The sower sows the word.  
16And these are the ones sown on  

[thus and such] ground:  

the ones who,  

when they hear the word… 

 



PRINCIPLE #1 

It’s about getting God’s word out! 

 



PRINCIPLE #2 

It’s about expecting  

your efforts with the Word  

NOT to take 

with a lot of people. 

 



PRINCIPLE #3 

It’s about celebrating the good soil! 

  

+ “hear the word” 

+ “accept it [the word]” 

+ “bear fruit” for the word 

 



PRINCIPLE #4 

It’s about multiplying your faith! 

 



ACTION STEP #1 

Spread the Word! 

  

= evangelism 

 



VIDEO FROM “COURAGEOUS” 



ACTION STEP #1 

Spread the Word! 

  

= evangelism 

 



ACTION STEP #2 

Plan to pass it to other people groups 

  

= mission 

 



ACTION STEP #3 

Do practical things that show people 

that God loves them. 

  

= service 

  

A.K.A. Missional Service or  

Servant Evangelism 
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