
Have you ever walked out on or  

left early and abruptly from 

 a party? 

 a movie? 

 a concert? 

 a restaurant? 

 a social event? 

Explain why you did that? 
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Matthew 14:1-21  NIRV 

1 At that time Herod, the ruler of Galilee  

and Perea, heard reports about Jesus.  
2 He said to his attendants,  

“This is John the Baptist.  

He has risen from the dead!  

That is why he has the power  

to do miracles.”  



Matthew 14:1-21  NIRV 

 3 Herod had arrested John.  

He had tied him up and put him in  

prison because of Herodias.  

She was the wife of Herod's brother Philip.  
4 John had been saying to Herod,  

“It is against the Law for you to have her.” 
5 Herod wanted to kill John.  

But he was afraid of the people,  

because they thought John was a prophet.   



Matthew 14:1-21  NIRV 

6 On Herod’s birthday the daughter  

of Herodias danced for Herod and his guests. 

She pleased Herod very much.  
7 So he promised with an oath to  

give her anything she asked for. 
8 Her mother told her what to say.  

So the girl said to Herod, “Give me the head  

of John the Baptist on a big plate.” 

  



Matthew 14:1-21  NIRV 

 9 The king was very upset. But he thought  

of his promise and his dinner guests.  

So he told one of his men to give her  

what she asked for.  
10 Herod had John's head cut off  

in the prison.  
11 His head was brought in on a big plate  

and given to the girl. She then carried it  

to her mother.  



Matthew 14:1-21  NIRV 

12 John's disciples came and took his body 
and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.  
13 Jesus heard what had happened to John.  
He wanted to be alone. So he went in a boat  
to a quiet place. The crowds heard about  
this. They followed him on foot from  
the towns.  
14 When Jesus came ashore,  
he saw a large crowd. He felt deep concern  
for them. He healed their sick people.  



Matthew 14:1-21  NIRV 

15 When it was almost evening,  
the disciples came to him.  
“There is nothing here,” they said.  
“It's already getting late.  
Send the crowds away. They can go and  
buy some food in the villages.”  
16 Jesus replied, “They don't need to  
go away. You give them something to eat.”  
17 “We have only five loaves of bread and  
two fish,” they answered.  



Matthew 14:1-21  NIRV 

18 “Bring them here to me,” he said.  
19 Then Jesus directed the people to sit down  

on the grass. He took the five loaves and  

the two fish. He looked up to heaven and  

gave thanks. He broke the loaves into pieces.  

Then he gave them to the disciples.  

And the disciples gave them to the people.   



Matthew 14:1-21  NIRV 

20 All of them ate and were satisfied.  

The disciples picked up 12 baskets  

of leftover pieces.  
21 The number of men who ate was  

about 5,000. Women and children also ate.  
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Matthew 14    NIRV 

6 On Herod’s birthday  

the daughter of Herodias danced  

for Herod and his guests. 

  
19 Then Jesus directed the people  

to sit down on the grass.  



Comparing the two parties: 

Matthew 14:1-12 describes _______ party 

  

Matthew 14:13-21 describes the party of 

_____ 

Herod’s 

Jesus 



Matthew 14    NIRV 

10 Herod had John's head cut off  

in the prison.  
11 His head was brought in on a big plate and 

given to the girl.  
  

20 All of them ate and were satisfied.  

The disciples picked up twelve baskets of 

leftover pieces.  
21 The number of men who ate was  

about 5,000. Women and children also ate.  
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Roadside Guardrail:  

a system designed  

to keep vehicles from ________ 

into dangerous or 

off-limit areas. 

 

straying 



Lifestyle Guardrails:  

standards of behavior  

that become a matter of __________, 

established that when  

we bump up against them 

they cause us pain in our consciences 

to keep us from straying 

into dangerous areas. 

 

conscience 



Friends can be dangerous: 

Friends who aren’t careful with their lives  

will not be careful with yours. 

 



Friends can be dangerous: 

Friends who don’t take care of themselves  

. . . won’t take care of you. 

 



Friends can be dangerous: 

Friends who don’t take care  

of their marriages  

. . . won’t look out for yours. 



Friends can be dangerous: 

Friends who don’t mind  

abusing their bodies  

won’t mind if you abuse yours. 



Friends can be dangerous: 

Friends who are irresponsible  

with their finances  

will be irresponsible with yours. 



Friends can be dangerous: 

Friends who cheat  

will feel better about themselves  

if you will too. 



Friends can be dangerous: 

Friends who break the law  

won’t confront you  

about breaking the law. 



Friends can be dangerous: 

And danger requires guardrails.  

You need to establish a standard  

that informs your conscience 

to keep you from straying. 



ACTION STEPS IN 2 CATEGORIES: 

Keeping company with _____ 
And  
Keeping company with _______________ 
 
Hebrews 10:22-25  NIRV 
22 So let us come near to God … 
  
25 Let us not give up meeting together. 
 

GOD 

JESUS’ PEOPLE 



ACTION STEPS IN 2 CATEGORIES: 

(1) KEEPING COMPANY WITH GOD 

ACTION STEP #1 

  

Hebrews 10  NIRV 
22 So let us come near to God  

with an honest and true heart.  

 



ACTION STEPS IN 2 CATEGORIES: 

(1) KEEPING COMPANY WITH GOD 

ACTION STEP #2 

  

Hebrews 10  NIRV 
22 … Let us come near  

with a faith that is sure and strong.  



ACTION STEPS IN 2 CATEGORIES: 

(1) KEEPING COMPANY WITH GOD 

ACTION STEP #3 

  

Hebrews 10  NIRV 
23 Let us hold firmly  

to the hope we claim to have.  



ACTION STEPS IN 2 CATEGORIES: 

(2) Keeping company with JESUS’ PEOPLE 

ACTION STEP #4 

  

Hebrews 10  NIRV 

 24 Let us consider how  

we can stir up one another to love.  



ACTION STEPS IN 2 CATEGORIES: 

(2) Keeping company with JESUS’ PEOPLE 

ACTION STEP #5 

  

Hebrews 10  NIRV 

 24 … Let us help one another to  

do good works.  



ACTION STEPS IN 2 CATEGORIES: 

(2) Keeping company with JESUS’ PEOPLE 

ACTION STEP #6 

  

Hebrews 10  NIRV 
25 Let us not give up meeting together. 



ACTION STEPS IN 2 CATEGORIES: 

(2) Keeping company with JESUS’ PEOPLE 

ACTION STEP #7 

  

Hebrews 10  NIRV 
25 … let us cheer each other up with  

words of hope. 



ACTION STEPS IN 2 CATEGORIES: 

(2) Keeping company with JESUS’ PEOPLE 

ACTION STEP #8 

  

Hebrews 10  NIRV 
25 … Let us do it all the more  

as you see the day coming  

when Christ will return. 



In Remembrance of Him… 



Matthew 14    NIRV 

19 Then Jesus directed the people to sit down  

on the grass. He took the five loaves and  

the two fish. He looked up to heaven and  

gave thanks. He broke the loaves into pieces.  

Then he gave them to the disciples.  

And the disciples gave them to the people.   
20 All of them ate and were satisfied.  

The disciples picked up 12 baskets of  

leftover pieces.  



Matthew 14    NIRV 

And the disciples gave them to the people.   
20 All of them ate and were satisfied.  

The disciples picked up 12 baskets of 

leftover pieces.  
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In Remembrance of Him… 


