
 

What “Best of” collection  
or anthology do you have? 





 
5 This is what the LORD says: 
“Cursed are those who put their trust in 
mere humans, who rely on  
human strength and turn their hearts  
away from the LORD. 
 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 NLT 



 
6 They are like stunted shrubs in  
the desert, with no hope for the future. 
They will live in the barren wilderness, 
in an uninhabited salty land. 
7 “But blessed are those who trust in  
the LORD and have made the LORD  
their hope and confidence. 
 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 NLT 



 
8 They are like trees planted along  
a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into 
the water. Such trees are not bothered by  
the heat or worried by long months of  
drought. Their leaves stay green, 
and they never stop producing fruit. 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 NLT 



 
9 “The human heart is the most deceitful of  
all things, and desperately wicked. 
Who really knows how bad it is? 
10 But I, the LORD, search all hearts 
and examine secret motives. 
I give all people their due rewards, 
according to what their actions deserve.” 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 NLT 





 
5 This is what the LORD says: 
“… those who … rely on human strength 
and turn their hearts away from  
the LORD. 
6 They are like stunted shrubs  
in the desert, with no hope for the future. 
 

Jeremiah 17 New Living Translation 



 
7 “… those who trust in the LORD 
and have made the LORD  
their hope and confidence. 
8 They are like trees planted along  
a riverbank, with roots that reach deep  
into the water. 
 

Jeremiah 17 New Living Translation 



 
5 This is what the LORD says: 
 
“Cursed are those who  
put their trust in mere humans, 
 
7 “But blessed are those who  
trust in the LORD 
 

Jeremiah 17 New Living Translation 



 

1 The LORD gave another message to 
Jeremiah. He said,  
2 “Go down to the potter’s shop,  
and I will speak to you there.” 
 3 So I did as he told me  
and found the potter working at  
his wheel.  
 

Jeremiah 18 New Living Translation 



 
4 But the jar he was making  
did not turn out as he had hoped,  
so he crushed it into a lump of clay again  
and started over. 
 

Jeremiah 18 New Living Translation 



 
5 Then the LORD gave me this message:  
6 “O Israel, can I not do to you  
as this potter has done to his clay?  
As the clay is in the potter’s hand,  
so are you in my hand. 
 

Jeremiah 18 New Living Translation 



 
1 This is what the LORD said to me:  
“Go and buy a clay jar.  
Then ask some of the leaders of  
the people and of the priests to  
follow you. 
2 Go out through the Gate  
of Broken Pots to the garbage dump … 
 

Jeremiah 19 New Living Translation 



 
10 “As these men watch you, Jeremiah,  
smash the jar you brought.  
11 Then say to them, 
 ‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies says:  
As this jar lies shattered, so I will shatter 
 the people of Judah and Jerusalem  
beyond all hope of repair. 
 

Jeremiah 19 New Living Translation 



 
1 This is what the LORD said to me:  
“Go and buy a linen loincloth  
and put it on, but do not wash it.”  
2 So I bought the loincloth  
as the LORD directed me, and I put it on. 
 

Jeremiah 13 New Living Translation 



 
3 Then the LORD gave me  
another message:  
4 “Take the linen loincloth  
you are wearing, and go…  
Hide it there in a hole in the rocks.” 
5 So I went and hid it … 
as the LORD had instructed me. 

Jeremiah 13 New Living Translation 



 
6 A long time afterward the LORD said  
to me, “Go back …  
and get the loincloth I told you to hide  
7 So I went and dug it out of the hole ...  
But now it was rotting and falling apart.  
The loincloth was good for nothing. 
 

Jeremiah 13 New Living Translation 



 
8 Then I received this message  
from the LORD:  
9 “This is what the LORD says: This shows 
how I will rot away the pride of Judah 
and Jerusalem. 
10 These wicked people refuse to listen  
to me. … Therefore, they will become  
like this loincloth —good for nothing! 
 

Jeremiah 13 New Living Translation 



 





 

“Jeremiah’s descriptive talent is both  
concrete and poetic. Sensitive to detail,  
he never stops at the surface.  
Jeremiah always finds the proper term, 
the precise word … He is masterful … 
with breathtaking lyricism ...” 
  
Elies Wiesel,  Nobel Laureate 
 



 
18 Then the people said, “Come on,  
let’s plot a way to stop Jeremiah.  
We have plenty of priests  
and wise men and prophets.  
We don’t need him ...  
Let’s spread rumors about him  
and ignore what he says.” 
 

Jeremiah 18 New Living Translation 



 
1 … the priest in charge of the Temple  
of the LORD, heard what  
Jeremiah was prophesying. 
 2 So he arrested Jeremiah the prophet  
and had him whipped and put in stocks  
at the Benjamin Gate  
of the LORD’s Temple. 
 

Jeremiah 20 New Living Translation 



 
4 … officials went to the king and said,  
“Sir, this man must die! …  
This man is a traitor!” 
5 King Zedekiah agreed.  
“All right,” he said.  
“Do as you like. I can’t stop you.” 
 

Jeremiah 38 New Living Translation 



 
6 So the officials took Jeremiah  
from his cell and lowered him by ropes  
into an empty cistern in the prison yard.  
There was no water in the cistern,  
but there was a thick layer of mud  
at the bottom, 
and Jeremiah sank down into it. 
 

Jeremiah 38 New Living Translation 



 

Stay clean 
to stay useful to the LORD 
 

ACTION STEP #1 



 
7 Purify me from my sins and  
I will be clean; wash me,  
and I will be whiter than snow. 
9 ...Remove the stain of my guilt. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
Renew a loyal spirit within me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and make me willing to obey you. 
 

Psalm 51  NLT 



 

Stay rooted in the LORD 
to be fruitful 
 

ACTION STEP #2 



 
14  I fall to my knees  
and pray to the Father… 
16 I pray that from his glorious,  
unlimited resources 
 he will empower you  
with inner strength through his Spirit.  
 

Ephesians 3  NLT 



 
17 Then Christ will make his home  
in your hearts as you trust in him.  
Your roots will grow down  
into God’s love and keep you strong. 
 

Ephesians 3  NLT 



 

Stay pliable in the hands 
of the potter 
 

ACTION STEP #3 



 
6 “O Israel, can I not do to you  
as this potter has done to his clay?  
As the clay is in the potter’s hand,  
so are you in my hand. 
 

Jeremiah 18  NLT 



 

Stay supportive  
of those being faithful 
in hostile situations 
 

ACTION STEP #4 



 
24 Nevertheless,  
Ahikam son of Shaphan  
stood up for Jeremiah  
and persuaded the court  
not to turn him over  
to the mob to be killed. 
 

Jeremiah 26  NLT 



 
7 But Ebed-melech the Ethiopian,  
an important court official,  
heard that Jeremiah was in the cistern.  
8 so Ebed-melech rushed  
from the palace… 
 

Jeremiah 38  NLT 



 

 9 “My lord the king,” he said,  
“these men have done a very evil thing  
in putting Jeremiah the prophet  
into the cistern.  
He will soon die of hunger,  
for almost all the bread  
in the city is gone.” 
 

Jeremiah 38  NLT 



 
10 So the king told Ebed-melech,  
“Take thirty of my men with you,  
and pull Jeremiah out of the cistern  
before he dies.” 
11 So Ebed-melech took the men with him  
and … 13 they pulled him out.  
 

Jeremiah 38  NLT 



 

David Gnaniah’s ministry 
in India 
 

Example: 



 

Voice of the Martyrs 
 

Example: 



 

High school football players 
In the United States 
 

Example: 



 

At the end of your life 
what sermons have you preached 
that will be collected 
in your “best of” book? 
 




