
How many Christians does it take 
to change a light bulb? 



At least 15 ...  
One to change the light bulb,  
and three committees  
to approve the change  
and decide who brings the potato salad. 
 

• Presbyterians:  



None ...  
they use candles   
 

• Roman Catholics:  



Three ...  
One to call the electrician,  
one to mix the drinks,  
and one to talk about  
how much better the old bulb was.  
 

• Episcopalians:  



Five ...  
One man to change the bulb,  
and four wives to tell him how to do it.  
 

• Mormons:  



They choose not to make a statement  
either in favor of or against the need for  
a light bulb. However, if in  
your own journey you have found that  
light bulbs work for you, that is fine.  
Next Sunday they will explore  
a number of light bulb traditions  
including incandescent, fluorescent,  
and three-way, all of which  
are equally valid paths to luminescence.  

• United Church of Christ:  



One …  
to make a phone call on Monday  
to the public school janitor. 
 

• Non-denominationals: 



Six;  
one woman to replace the bulb  
while five men review the church 
lighting policy.  
 

• Methodists:  



variable … 
however many women there are  
in the women’s group the day it 
votes to donate the money for the bulbs, 
plus one husband that is coerced  
into changing the bulb. 
 

•Disciples of Christ:  



None ...  
They don't believe in change. 
 

• Greek Orthodox:  



What's a light bulb?  
 

• Amish:  



Just one ...  
their hands are already in the air.  
 

• Charismatics:  
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1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus,  
and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon our dear friend and  
fellow worker—   
2 also to Apphia our sister and  
Archippus our fellow soldier 
--and to the church that meets  
in your home:  

Philemon TNIV edited 



10 … I appeal to you for  
my son Onesimus,  
who became my son while  
I was in chains.  
11 Formerly he was useless to you,  
but now he has become useful  
both to you and to me.  

Philemon TNIV edited 



12 I am sending him— 
who is my very heart--back to you.  
13 I would have liked to keep him with  
me so that he could take your place  
in helping me while I am in chains  
for the gospel.  

Philemon TNIV edited 



14 But I did not want to do anything  
without your consent, so that  
any favor you do would not seem forced 
but would be voluntary.  
15 Perhaps the reason he was separated  
from you for a little while was that  
you might have him back forever— 

Philemon TNIV edited 



16 no longer as a slave, but better  
than a slave, as a dear brother.  
He is very dear to me but even dearer  
to you, both as a fellow man and  
as a brother in the Lord.  
17 So if you consider me a partner,  
welcome him as  
you would welcome me.  

Philemon TNIV edited 



18 If he has done you any wrong or  
owes you anything, charge it to me.  
19 I, Paul, am writing this  
with my own hand.  
I will pay it back--not to mention  
that you owe me your very self.  

Philemon TNIV edited 



23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner  
in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings.  
24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas  
and Luke, my fellow workers.  
25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be  
with your spirit. 
 

Philemon TNIV edited 
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1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus,  
and Timothy our brother, 
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23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner  
in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings.  
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24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus,  
Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.  
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10 … I appeal to you for  
my son Onesimus,  
who became my son while  
I was in chains.  
11 Formerly he was useless to you,  
but now he has become useful both  
to you and to me.  
12 I am sending him— 
who is my very heart--back to you.  

Philemon   TNIV   



7 Tychicus will tell you all the news 
about me. He is a dear brother,  
a faithful minister and fellow servant  
in the Lord.  
9 He is coming with Onesimus,  
our faithful and dear brother,  
who is one of you.  
They will tell you everything  
that is happening here.  
 

Colossians 4   TNIV   



11 Jesus, who is called Justus,  
also sends greetings.  
[One of] the only Jews among  
my co-workers for the kingdom of God,  
… they have proved a comfort to me.  

Colossians 4   TNIV   



In Paul’s case, it takes ___ Christians 
to change the lightbulb of faith 
in his mission HQ in  Rome! 
 

10 
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15 Perhaps the reason he was separated  
from you for a little while was that  
you might have him back forever— 
16 no longer as a slave, but better than  
a slave, as a dear brother…  
as a fellow man and as a brother  
in the Lord.  
 

Philemon   TNIV   



“If I could point you to a single passage  
of Scripture to help you wrap your mind  
and heart around what it means to  
fully embrace this type of life,  
I’d pick a five verse segment  
from the book of Colossians.” 
  
-- Pastor Bill Hybels 
Just Walk Across the Room 
 



2 Devote yourselves to _______,  
being watchful and thankful.  
 

ACTION STEP #1 
Colossians 4 TNIV   

prayer 



3 And pray … that God may  
___________ for our message,  
so that we may proclaim  
the mystery of Christ,  
 

ACTION STEP #2 
Colossians 4 TNIV   

open a door  



4 Pray that I may proclaim it _______,  
as I should.  
 

ACTION STEP #3 
Colossians 4 TNIV   

clearly 



5 Be wise in the way you  
act toward _________;  
make the most of every ___________.  
 

ACTION STEP #4 
Colossians 4 TNIV   

outsiders 
opportunity 



6 Let your ____________ be always full  
of grace, seasoned with salt, so that  
you may know how  
to answer everyone.  
 

ACTION STEP #5 
Colossians 4 TNIV   

conversation 



“No trophy, no promotion, no pleasure, 
no possession will ever hold a candle  
to [or a light bulb to] the thrill we feel  
when God uses us to  
touch another human life 
for ________.” 
  
-- Pastor Bill Hybels 
Just Walk Across the Room 
 

eternity 
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