


13 Who is wise and  

understanding  

among you?  

Let them show it by  

their good life,  

by deeds done in  

the humility that  

comes from wisdom.  



14 But if you harbor  

bitter envy and  

selfish ambition in  

your hearts, do not boast  

about it or deny the truth.  
15 Such “wisdom” does not  

come down from heaven  

but is earthly, unspiritual,  

demonic.  



16 For where  

you have envy and  

selfish ambition,  

there you find disorder  

and every evil practice.  



17 But the wisdom that  

comes from heaven is first  

of all pure; then peace- 

loving, considerate,  

submissive, full of mercy  

and good fruit,  

impartial and sincere.  
18 Peacemakers who sow  

in peace reap a harvest  

of righteousness.  





14 What good is it, my brothers and 

sisters,  if someone claims to  

have faith but has no deeds?  

Can such faith save them?  
15 Suppose a brother or a sister  

is without clothes and daily food.  
16 If one of you says to them,  

“Go in peace; keep warm and  

well fed,” but does nothing about  

their physical needs, what good is it?  
17 In the same way, faith by itself,  

if it is not accompanied by action,  

is dead. 
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“In the same way,  

faith by itself,  

if it is not accompanied  

by action, is dead.”  

 



• “When it comes to  

my faith - what good is it?” 

 

• “Why is the world any  

better because I believe in  

the Lord Jesus Christ?”  



"Who is wise and  

understanding  

among you?  

Let them show it  

by their good life..." 



What is the good life? 



1. One that saves us  

from ourselves. 



“But the wisdom that  

comes from heaven is first  

of all pure, then peace- 

loving, considerate,  

submissive, full of mercy  

and good fruit, impartial  

and sincere.” 



1.One that saves us  

from ourselves. 

 

2.One with a track record  

of yielding. 

 

3. One that is full of 

mercy.  
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14 What good is it, my brothers  
and sisters,  if someone claims  
to have faith but has no deeds?  
Can such faith save them?  
15 Suppose a brother or a sister  
is without clothes and  
daily food.  
16 If one of you says to them,  
“Go in peace; keep warm and  
well fed,” but does nothing 
about their physical needs, 
what good is it? 





1.One that saves us  

from ourselves. 

 

2.One with a track record  

of yielding. 

 

3. One that is full of mercy.  

 

4. One that is full of  

good fruit. 

 

 



“Fruit is both an end and a beginning,  

the crown of one process and the germ  

of the next being present in the seed.”  

    
   James B. Adamson,  

   The New International Commentary  

   on the New Testatment:  

   The Epistle of James 

 




