
What is the difference between  
brag and fact? 
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14 I have witnessed all  
that is done under the sun,  
and indeed, all is fleeting,  
like trying to embrace the wind.  
15 There is an old saying: 
Something crooked  
cannot be made straight, 
and something missing 
cannot be counted. 



16 I mused over it all  
and thought to myself,  
“I have done great things,  
and I have gained more wisdom  
than anyone who reigned  
over Jerusalem before me.  
I have contemplated  
great wisdom and knowledge.”  



17 I decided to study wisdom  
and instead acquainted myself  
with madness and folly. 
 It, too, seemed like  
trying to pursue the wind,  
18 for as my wisdom increased,  
so did my vexation.  
As my knowledge grew,  
so did my pain. 
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16 I mused over it all  
and thought to myself,  
“I have done great things,  
and I have gained more wisdom  
than anyone who reigned  
over Jerusalem before me. ..” 
 



7  ... I had herds of cattle, 
flocks of sheep and goats 
—more than anyone who  
had ever lived in Jerusalem before me. 
 



8 I amassed a fortune in silver and gold,  
and I stockpiled the treasures  
of kings and provinces.  
I hired men and women  
to sing and entertain me ... 
9 I surrounded myself with all this  
and became great, far greater  
than anyone who had ever lived  
in Jerusalem before me. 
 



11 As I continued musing  
over all I had accomplished  
and the hard work it took, 
 I concluded that all this, too, was fleeting, 
 like trying to embrace the wind. 
 



17 I decided to study wisdom  
and instead acquainted myself  
with madness and folly. 
 It, too, seemed like  
trying to pursue the wind  
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29 Here is what I have figured out:  
God made humanity for good,  
but we humans go out  
and scheme our way into trouble. 
 



29 One thing I have learned: 
God made people good, 
but they have found  
all kinds of ways to be bad.” 
 



+ “The Seduction of Achievement” 
  
+ “Addicted to Beauty” 
  
+ “Religion Lies” 
 



Recognition of an accomplishment, 
of something we have done, 
iIs the addictive drug. 
  
-- Pastor Pete Wilson, Empty Promises 



With approval addiction, 
  
what you do 
determines  
who you are .... 
  
you gather your self-worth 
from other people  
... which is like 
trying to fill a lake  
with a Dixie cup! 
 



With recovery/salvation 
from approval addiction, 
  
who you are  
determines  
what you do 
  
you gather your self-worth  
from God, Father, Son, & Hoy Spirit 
which is like having  
a lake poured into a Dixie cup 
“... my cup runneth over!” 
 



We are, after all,  
called human beings, 
not human doings! 
  
You are more than you 
accomplished last week! 
 



Fulfilling self-worth 
  
comes from who we are 
in Christ! 
  
is something that  
only God can give  
in Jesus Christ! 
 



John 1:12-13  The Voice 
12 But for all who did  
receive and trust in Him,  
He gave them the right  
to be reborn as children of God;  
13 He bestowed this birthright  
not by human power or initiative  
but by God’s will. 



Mark 3:13-14  The Voice 
13 Jesus called together  
a select group of His followers  
and led them up onto a mountain.  
14 ... He wanted them  
to be with Him.  
He sent them out  
to spread the good news... 
 



Ephesians 2:6  The Voice 
6 He raised us up with Him  
and seated us in the heavenly realms  
with our beloved Jesus the Anointed... 
 



9 For it’s by God’s grace  
that you have been saved.  
You receive it through faith. 
 It was not our plan or our effort.  
It is God’s gift, pure and simple.  
You didn’t earn it, not one of us did,  
so don’t go around bragging that you  
must have done something amazing. 
 



Matthew 28:18  The Voice 
18 Jesus came forward  
and addressed His beloved disciples. 
I am here speaking with  
all the authority of God,  
who has commanded Me  
to give you this commission:  
19 Go out and make disciples  
in all the nations. 
 



20  And I will be with you,  
day after day,  
to the end of the age. 
 



Acts 9  The Voice 
17 So Ananias ... laid his hands on Saul  
and called to him. 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus ...  
sent me so you can regain your sight  
and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 



17 ...  It, too, seemed like  
trying to pursue the wind  
  
14 ... like trying to embrace the wind.  
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