
What proverbial phrase 
was told you repeatedly? 
That you say repeatedly? 



“A chain is only as strong 
as its weakest link.” 
  
“The early bird catches the worm.” 
  
“If it can, it will.” 



What proverbial saying 
was told you repeatedly? 
… Do you say repeatedly? 
 



11 I turned and witnessed  
something else under the sun:  
  
the race does not always go  
to the swift,  
the battle is not always won  
by the strong,  
 



11 bread does not always fill  
the table of the wise,  
wealth does not always accrue  
to the skillful,  
and favor is not always granted  
to the knowledgeable;  
 



11 but time and misfortune  
happen to them all.  
12 A person can’t possibly know  
when his time will come.  



12 Like fish caught in a cruel net  
or birds trapped in a snare,  
without warning the unexpected happens,  
and people are caught up in an evil time. 
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For everything that happens in life— 
there is a season,  
a right time for everything under heaven: 
2     A time to be born, a time to die; 
        a time to plant, a time to collect the 
harvest; 
3     A time to kill, a time to heal; 
        a time to tear down, a time to build up; 



4     A time to cry, a time to laugh; 
        a time to mourn, a time to dance; 
5     A time to scatter stones,  
a time to pile them up; a time for  
a warm embrace, a time  
for keeping your distance; 
6     A time to search, a time  
to give up as lost; 
a time to keep, a time to throw out; 
 



7     A time to tear apart,  
a time to bind together; 
a time to be quiet, a time to speak up; 
8     A time to love, a time to hate; 
a time to go to war, a time to make peace. 
9 What good comes to anyone  
who works so hard, 
all to gain a few possessions?  
 



10 I have seen the kinds of tasks  
God has given each of us to do  
to keep one busy,  
11 and I know God has made everything 
beautiful for its time. God has also placed in  
our minds a sense of eternity;  
we look back on the past and  
ponder over the future, yet  
we cannot understand the doings of God.  



12 I know there is nothing better for us  
than to be joyful and to do good 
throughout our lives;  
13 to eat and drink and see the good  
in all of our hard work is a gift from God. 
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1 For everything that happens in life— 
there is a season,  
a right time for everything  
under heaven: 
 



4     A time to cry,  
a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn,  
a time to dance; 
7 A time to tear apart,  
a time to bind together; 
a time to be quiet,  
a time to speak up; 
 



11 and I know God has made  
everything beautiful for its time.  



11 … God has also  
placed in our minds a sense of eternity;  
we look back on the past  
and ponder over the future,  
yet we cannot understand  
the doings of God.  
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 “Isn’t that the way  
most of us think it works?  
God calls. We listen.  
We obey. God blesses. Presto...  
now you’re expecting God  
to do His part and bless your plans.” 
  
-- Pastor Pete Wilson, “Empty Promises” 



“I’ve discovered that most of us  
have a tendency to reduce God  
… to formulate equations that predict  
what God will do: If I do this,  
then God will always do that.”  
  
-- Pastor Pete Wilson, “Empty Promises” 
 



“However, a central theme of the Bible is  
that … He simply cannot be reduced  
to an equation that we then worship.” 
  
-- Pastor Pete Wilson, “Empty Promises” 



“Yes, God keeps His promises.  
But one thing God never promises  
is that following Him  
will be easy, smooth, or painless.” 
  
-- Pastor Pete Wilson, “Empty Promises” 
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We spend so much of our lives  
trying to control and manipulate events 
in a desperate attempt to cling tightly 
to our pictures of our futures.  
  
-- Pastor Pete Wilson, “Empty Promises” 
 



Yet over and over again throughout 
Scripture  
we see God asking people to willingly  
and even joyously release their death grip 
on the pictures of their futures  
and trust God with how their lives turn out.  
  
-- Pastor Pete Wilson, “Empty Promises” 



Our dreams, no matter  
how great or noble they may be,  
always make lousy gods ….  
God loves you enough to strip you  
of anything that keeps you from Him  
– even if it’s your most cherished dream ….  
  
-- Pastor Pete Wilson, “Empty Promises” 



Our confidence is no longer in  
our ability to achieve each one of our 
dreams,  
but in the strength and power  
of the God we claim to follow. 
  
-- Pastor Pete Wilson, “Empty Promises” 
 



11 … we cannot understand  
the doings of God.  
12 I know there is nothing better for us  
than to be joyful  
and to do good throughout our lives;  
 



13 to eat and drink 
and see the good  
in all of our hard work  
is a gift from God. 
 



224 There is nothing better than  
for people to eat and drink and  
to see the good in their hard work.  
These beautiful gifts, I realized, too,  
come from God’s hand. 
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12 I know  
there is nothing better for us  
than to be joyful … 
 



118 If a person lives many years,  
then he should learn to enjoy  
each and every one;  
but he should not forget the dark days 
ahead, 
 for there will be plenty of them.  
All that is to come—whether bright days  
or dark—is fleeting. 
 9 … Cultivate a cheerful heart every day … 





Ecclesiastes 3  The Voice 
13 to eat and drink and see the good  
in all of our hard work  
is a gift from God. 
 



815 And so I heartily recommended  
that you pursue joy,  
for the best a person can do  
under the sun is to enjoy life.  
Eat, drink, and be happy. 
 If this is your attitude,  
joy will carry you through the toil  
every day that God gives you under the sun. 
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13 to eat and drink 
and see the good  
in all of our hard work  
is a gift from God. 
 



322 So I realized  
there is nothing better for us  
than to find joy in the work we do,  
for work is its own reward.  
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13 to eat and drink and see the good  
in all of our hard work  
is a gift from God. 



226 To those who seek to please God,  
He gives wisdom  
and knowledge  
and joyfulness;  
 





33 Seek first the kingdom of God  
and His righteousness,  
and then all these [other] things  
will be given to you too. 
 



All who ask receive.  
Those who seek, find what they seek.  
And he who knocks,  
will have the door opened. 
 



Now pay attention; 
I am standing at the door and knocking.  
If any of you hear My voice  
and open the door,  
then I will come in to visit with you  
and to share a meal at your table,  
and you will be with Me. 
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