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JOHN 15:1-17 NLT 

1 “I am the true grapevine,  

and my Father is the gardener.  
2 He cuts off every branch of mine  

that doesn’t produce fruit,  

and he prunes the branches  

that do bear fruit so  

they will produce even more.  



JOHN 15:1-17 NLT 

3 You have already been pruned  

and purified by the message  

I have given you.  
4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  

For a branch cannot produce fruit  

if it is severed from the vine,  

and you cannot be fruitful unless  

you remain in me. 



JOHN 15:1-17 NLT 

5 “Yes, I am the vine;  

you are the branches.  

Those who remain in me, and I in them, 

will produce much fruit. For apart from  

me you can do nothing. 
6 Anyone who does not remain in  

me is thrown away like a useless branch  

and withers. Such branches  

are gathered into a pile to be burned.  



JOHN 15:1-17 NLT 

7 But if you remain in me and  

my words remain in you,  

you may ask for anything you want,  

and it will be granted!  
8 When you produce much fruit,  

you are my true disciples.  

This brings great glory to my Father. 
9 “I have loved you even as  

the Father has loved me.  

Remain in my love.  

 



JOHN 15:1-17 NLT 

10 When you obey my commandments,  

you remain in my love, just as  

I obey my Father’s commandments  

and remain in his love.  
11 I have told you these things so that  

you will be filled with my joy.  

Yes, your joy will overflow! 



JOHN 15:1-17 NLT 

12 This is my commandment:  

Love each other in the same way  

I have loved you.  
13 There is no greater love than  

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14 You are my friends if you do what  

I command.  



JOHN 15:1-17 NLT 

15 I no longer call you slaves,  

because a master doesn’t confide in  

his slaves. Now you are my friends,  

since I have told you everything  

the Father told me.  
16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you.  

I appointed you to go and  

produce lasting fruit, so that  

the Father will give you whatever  

you ask for, using my name.  



JOHN 15:1-17 NLT 

17 This is my command: Love each other. 
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JOHN 15    NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

12 This is my commandment:  

Love each other  

in the same way I have loved you.  
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 Love each other. 



GALATIANS 5  NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

22 But the Holy Spirit produces  

this kind of fruit in our lives:  

love,   goodness 

joy,   faithfulness 

peace,  23 gentleness 

patience,  & self-control 

kindness,  



END-PRODUCT #4  
Bible Reading:  

John 15:1-17 NLT 
 

The Sermon:  

Gary Olsen  

Lead Pastor  

Dr. Ministry  



THE PURPOSE OF ROLLING HILLS  

COMMUNITY CHURCH IS 

TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST, 

EQUIPPING THEM TO: 

1) Open the fruit of  

 the Spirit to all people 

2) Unite human beings  

 to God and to each other 
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JOHN 15    NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

12 This is my commandment:  

Love each other  

in the same way I have loved you.  
13 There is no greater love  

than to lay down one’s life  

for one’s friends.  



I face a hard reality every day of my life:  
I have a war going on inside of me.  
It’s been going on for a long, long time,  
and it causes me a considerable amount  
of anguish  
  
Pastor Bill Hybels 
Fruit of the Spirit 
Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 
Interactions Small Group Series 



…. The war raging inside of me  

pretty much stems from a principle in … 

 Philippians 2:3. It simply says,  

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition  

or vain conceit, but in humility  

consider others better than yourselves.”  

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 



…. I get so tired  

of superficial definitions of love.  

I would like to propose that  

treating others  

as more important than yourself  

is one of the best definitions of love … 

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 

 



Our human tendency is not to  

treat others as better than ourselves,  

but to put ourselves first.  

…. Without the work of the Holy Spirit,  

we would be hopelessly self-centered,  

constantly saying, “Me! My! Mine!.”  

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 



Our God is totally committed to  

transforming self-centered people  

into others-centered people.  

…. If you are willing to enter  

the war to build character,  

reinforcements are already in place.  

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 

 



The Holy Spirit is just waiting to give you  

the supernatural ability to develop  

the kind of character that bears  

the fruit of the Spirit. 

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 





…. Every single day in our lives,  

opportunities to show love come up  

in our homes, neighborhoods,  

offices, schools – everywhere we go.  

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 

 



These opportunities  

are the moments of truth,  

when our interests, comforts, and 

pleasures  

are pitted against the interests of others.  

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 



Every time we are alerted to an 
opportunity  
… we are given a chance to be  
knocked off our lofty perch of self-
centeredness.  
A little more of our old self,  
our natural instinct dies. 
  
Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 
Interactions Small Group Series 



Every time we cooperate  

with the work of the Holy Spirit,  

He attempts to transform us  

from self-centered  

to others-centered people.   

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 



ACTION STEP #1 

Identify one person  

that you need to love  

by putting that person’s  

interests and needs before yours 



ACTION STEP #2 

What will you do  

to put that person first? 

 



ACTION STEP #3 

When will you do it? 

 



ACTION STEP #4 

Identify someone else  

to whom you will tell this to,  

who will pray for you  

and keep you accountable! 



JOHN 15    NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

16 You didn’t choose me.  

I chose you.  

I appointed you to  

go and produce lasting fruit … 



JOHN 15    NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

8 When you produce much fruit, 

 you are my true disciples.  

This brings great glory to my Father. 



You see, God wants nothing more  

than to produce His character and fruit  

in your life…  

He wants to assist you in winning  

battles you could never win on your own.  

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 



He knows that love arrests people  

and registers profoundly in people’s 

minds,  

and that it opens doors of opportunity  

for conversations about eternal matters.    

  

Pastor Bill Hybels, Fruit of the Spirit 

Interactions Small Group Series 



THE PURPOSE OF ROLLING HILLS  

COMMUNITY CHURCH IS 

TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST, 

EQUIPPING THEM TO: 

1) Open the fruit of  

 the Spirit to all people 

2) Unite human beings  

 to God and to each other 

3) Reach out beyond their fellowship 

4) Serve as our Lord’s  
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MATTHEW 22   NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

37  “‘You must love  

the LORD your God  

with all your heart,  

all your soul,  

and all your mind.’  
38 This is the first  

and greatest commandment.  

 



MATTHEW 22   NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

39 A second is equally important:  

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 The entire law and  

all the demands of the prophets  

are based on these two 

commandments.” 



1 CORINTHIANS 13  

NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

13 Three things will last forever 

—faith, hope, and love— 

and the greatest of these  

is love. 

 



JOHN 15    NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

12 This is my commandment:  

Love each other  

in the same way I have loved you.  



JOHN 15    NEW LIVING TRANSLATION 

5 Yes, I am the vine;  

you are the branches.  

Those who remain in me,  

and I in them,  

will produce much fruit.  

For apart from me  

you can do nothing. 
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