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16 While Paul was waiting for Silas and  
Timothy in Athens,  
he was troubled because he saw that  
the city was full of idols.  
17 In the synagogue, he talked with the Jews  
and the Greeks who worshiped God.  
He also talked every day with people in  
the marketplace.  



22 Then Paul stood before the meeting of  
the Areopagus and said,  
“People of Athens, I can see you are  
very religious in all things.  
23 As I was going through your city,  
I saw the objects you worship.  
I found an altar that had these words  
written on it: TO A GOD WHO IS NOT KNOWN.  
You worship a god that you don’t know,  
and this is the God I am telling you about!  



24 The God who made the whole world  
and everything in it is the Lord  
of the land and the sky.  
He does not live in temples built  
by human hands.  
25 This God is the One who gives life, breath,  
and everything else to people.  
He does not need any help from them;  
he has everything he needs.  



28 ‘By his power we live and move and exist.’  
[From the Cretan philosopher Epimenides] 
  
Some of your own poets have said:  
  
‘For we are his children.’ 
[From the Cilician Stoic philosopher Aratus] 



29 Since we are God’s children,  
you must not think that God is like  
something that people imagine  
or make from gold, silver, or rock.  
30 In the past, people did not understand  
God, and he ignored this.  
But now, God tells all people in the world  
to change their hearts and lives.  



31 God has set a day that he will judge  
all the world with fairness,  
by the man he chose long ago.  
And God has proved this to everyone  
by raising that man from the dead!” 
32 When the people heard about  
Jesus being raised from the dead, some of  
them laughed. But others said,  
“We will hear more about this  
from you later.” 



33 So Paul went away from them.  
34 But some of the people believed Paul  
and joined him. Among those who  
believed was Dionysius, a member of  
the Areopagus, a woman named Damaris,  
and some others. 
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Acts 17   NCV 
23 As I was going through your city,  
I saw ...  
I found … 
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17 In the synagogue, he talked with  
the Jews and the Greeks  
who worshiped God.  
He also talked every day with  
people in the marketplace.  
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22  “People of Athens, I can see  
you are very religious in all things.” 



Acts 17   NCV 
23 As I was going through your city …  
I found an altar that had these words  
written on it: TO A GOD WHO IS NOT KNOWN.  
 



Acts 17   NCV 
24 The God who made  
the whole world  
and everything in it  
is the Lord of the land and the sky.  
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25 This God is the One  
who gives life, breath,  
and everything else to people.  
  
29 … we are God’s children …  
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28 ‘By his power  
we live and move and exist.’  
  
[From the Cretan philosopher Epimenides] 
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28 Some of your own poets have said:  
‘For we are his children.’ 
  
[From the Cilician Stoic philosopher Aratus] 
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= “The opportunities  
that come our way … 
The people  
that cross our paths.” 
 



+ in a worship service 
        to believers:  Acts 13 
  
+ in a secular venue 
        to unbelievers:  Acts 17 
  
+ in a secular venue 
        to believers:  Acts 24 & 26 



Paul customized his message 
to the people  
he was speaking with 



In the Great Commission, 
“Jesus tells us what to do, 
But not how to do it. 
He leaves room for  
The individual’s creativity ... 
How we do it it entirely up to us.” 
 
The Externally Focused Life 
Rick Rusaw and Eric Swanson 
 
 



“The message is the same .... 
The methods ... are endless.” 
  
The Externally Focused Life 
Rick Rusaw and Eric Swanson 
 



“Paul did a bit of sightseeing,  
trying to discover  
his common ground  
with the Athenians.” 
  
The Externally Focused Life 
Rick Rusaw and Eric Swanson 
 



Acts 17   NCV 
23 As I was going through your city,  
I saw ... I found … 
  
17 In the synagogue, he talked with ... 
He also talked every day with  
people in the marketplace.  
 



Find out what their loves are, 
what they’re passionate about. 



Discern the people they seek out 
for company and community; 
with whom do they share their story? 



Figure out what their gifts 
and their treasures are. 



Discover the life issues 
that are challenging 
their spiritual lives. 





30 “In the past,  
people did not understand God,  
and he ignored this.  
But now,  
God tells all people in the world  
to change their hearts and lives.”  



31 “God has set a day  
that he will judge all the world  
with fairness,  
by the man he chose long ago.  
And God has proved this to everyone  
by raising that man from the dead!” 
 



“Evangelism is  
simply helping another person  
discover a different ending  
to their life story.” 
  
The Externally Focused Life 
Rick Rusaw and Eric Swanson 
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