
+ parents play favorites 
+ the mother helps her favorite son 
 change the father’s will 
+ this same brother gets his father  
 to change it  
 by impersonating his brother  
 for his blind father on his death bed 
+ the other brother vows murder 
+ the first brother leaves the country, 
 fleeing for his life 



1) William Shakespeare’s “Macbeth” 

2) Mario Puzo’s “The Godfather” 

3) TV’s “Dallas”  

4) The Bible’s “Genesis” 

5) Donizetti’s opera “Lucrezia Borgia” 

6) Sophocles’ Greek tragedy “Oedipus Rex” 

 



“One of the most ironic remarks  

people make about the Bible  

goes something like this:  

‘The Bible is a book about pious,  

well-meaning advice that is not relevant to,  

or reflective of, the real world.’  

  

-- John Ortberg 



“People who make this kind of comment  

immediately betray one simple fact:  

they haven’t read the Bible.” 

  

-- John Ortberg 



If you read the book of Genesis,…  

These people are badly messed up.  

These are not “The Waltons!”  

They need Dr. Phil, Dr. Laura …  

[Dr. Drew] -- they need somebody! 

  

-- John Ortberg 



These are not a bunch of pious stories  

that look nothing like real life.  

The opposite is true. 

It is real life, down to earth,  

and relevant to the point of being startling. 

  

-- John Ortberg 



Gary Olsen, Lead Pastor, Dr. Ministry  

Bible Reading: Genesis 32 NLT (edited)  

 



313 Then the LORD said to Jacob,  
“Return to the land of your father and  
grandfather and to your relatives there,  
and I will be with you.”  
323 Then Jacob sent messengers ahead  
to his brother, Esau...4 He told them,  
“Give this message to my master Esau... 
5  ‘...I have sent these messengers to  
inform my lord of my coming,  
hoping that you will be friendly to me.’” 



6 After delivering the message,  
the messengers returned to Jacob  
and reported, “We met your brother, Esau,  
and he is already on his way to meet you— 
with an army of 400 men!”   
7 Jacob was terrified at the news...  
9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of  
my grandfather Abraham, and God of  
my father, Isaac— O LORD, you told me,  
‘Return to your own land and  
to your relatives.’  



And you promised me,  

‘I will treat you kindly.’ 10 I am not worthy of  

all the unfailing love and faithfulness  

you have shown to me, your servant.   

When I left home and crossed  

the Jordan River, I owned nothing  

except a walking stick.  

Now my household fills two large camps!  



11 O LORD, please rescue me  

from the hand of my brother, Esau.  

I am afraid that he is coming to attack me,  

along with my wives and children.  
12 But you promised me,  

‘I will surely treat you kindly,  

and I will multiply your descendants  

until they become as numerous  

as the sands along the seashore— 

too many to count.’” 



22 During the night Jacob got up and  
took his two wives, his two servant wives,  
and his eleven sons  
[and all his possessions] and  
crossed the Jabbok River with them.  
24 This left Jacob all alone in the camp,  
and a man came and wrestled with him until  
the dawn began to break.  
25 When the man saw that he would not win  
the match, he touched Jacob’s hip  
and wrenched it out of its socket.  



26 Then the man said, “Let me go,  
for the dawn is breaking!” But Jacob said,  
“I will not let you go unless you bless me.”  
27 “What is your name?” the man asked.  
He replied, “Jacob.”  
28 “Your name will no longer be Jacob,”  
the man told him.  “From now on you  
will be called Israel, [which means  
“wrestling with God”] because  
you have fought with God and with men  
and have won.” 



30 Jacob named the place Peniel  

(which means “face of God”), for he said,  

“I have seen God face to face,  

yet my life has been spared.”  
31 The sun was rising as Jacob left Peniel,  

and he was limping because of  

the injury to his hip.  

331 Then Jacob looked up and  

saw Esau coming with his 400 men... 



3 Then Jacob went on ahead.  

As he approached his brother he bowed  

to the ground seven times before him. 
4 Then Esau ran to meet him and  

embraced him, threw his arms  

around his neck, and kissed him.  

And they both wept. 
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9 Then Jacob prayed … 
10 “I am not worthy of  

all the unfailing love and faithfulness  

you have shown to me, your servant.” 



11 “O LORD, please rescue me  

from the hand of my brother, Esau.  

I am afraid that he is coming to attack me,  

along with my wives and children.” 

 



26 … Jacob said, “I will not let you go  

unless you bless me.” 
27 “What is your name?” the man asked.  

He replied, “Jacob.” 
28 “Your name will no longer be Jacob,”  

the man told him.  

 



28  “…From now on you will be called Israel  

[which means “_________ with God”] , 

because you have fought  

with God and with men and have won.” 

 

wrestled 



3 Then Jacob … approached his brother,  

he bowed to the ground  

seven times before him.  
4 Then Esau ran to meet him  

and embraced him,  

threw his arms around his neck,  

and kissed him.  

And they both wept. 
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God works mainly 

through people 

 



God accepts people as they are, 

but He doesn’t __________ there! 

 

leave them 



People change when 

they cultivate a relationship 

with God. 

 



God works mainly 

through messy people. 

 





“What landed Jesus on the cross 

was the preposterous idea 

that common, ordinary,  

broken, screwed-up people 

could be godly!” 

 

-- Mike Yaconelli, Messy Spirituality 

 



“What drove Jesus’ enemies crazy 

were his criticisms of  

the “perfect” religious people 

and his acceptance of  

the imperfect nonreligious people.” 

 

-- Mike Yaconelli, Messy Spirituality 

 



“… the scandal is 

that all of us are in some condition 

of not-togetherness … 

we’re all a mess.” 

 

-- Mike Yaconelli, Messy Spirituality 

 



“Christianity has a tradition  

of messy spirituality. 

Messy prophets, messy kings, 

messy disciples, messy apostles.” 

 

-- Mike Yaconelli, Messy Spirituality 

 



… The Bible presents a glorious story 

of a very messy faith. 

Sounds like you and I are in good company. 

 

-- Mike Yaconelli, Messy Spirituality 

 



“Messy spirituality has 

the audacity to suggest that 

messiness is … the greenhouse of faith, 

the place where the real Jesus 

meets the real us.” 

 

-- Mike Yaconelli, Messy Spirituality 

 



“Messy spirituality is 

a celebration of a discipleship 

which is under construction.” 

 

-- Mike Yaconelli, Messy Spirituality 

 



Read the _______ 

in the God Sightings 

one-year daily plan. 

 

Bible 



If you are on  

the outside looking in, 

“ask, and you shall have, 

seek and you will find, 

_______ and it will be opened.” 

 

knock 



If you are on the inside 

looking out, 

accept people as they are, 

but don’t __________ there! 

 

leave them  



Initiate, as well as bestow, 

forgiveness. 
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