
Of these five contemporaries 

mentioned 

in the Bible’s Christmas readings, 

which were the more well known  

in what we would call the year 1 B.C.? 
+ Herod, King of Judea 

+ Mary of Nazareth 

+ Quirinius, Governor of Syria 

+ Joseph of Nazareth, builder/contractor 

+ Caesar Augustus, Roman Emperor 
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Luke 1:26-33 NCV  

26 During Elizabeth's sixth month of 

pregnancy,  

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth,  

a town in Galilee,27 to a virgin.  

She was engaged to marry a man named 

Joseph  

from the family of David.  

Her name was Mary. 



Luke 1 NCV  

28 The angel came to her and said,  

“Greetings! The Lord has blessed you  

and is with you.” 
29 But Mary was very startled by  

what the angel said and wondered  

what this greeting might mean. 



Luke 1 NCV  

 30 The angel said to her,  

“Don't be afraid, Mary;  

God has shown you his grace. 
31 Listen! You will become pregnant and  

give birth to a son,  

and you will name him Jesus. 



Luke 1 NCV  

32 He will be great and will be called the Son  

of the Most High.  The Lord God will give 

him  

the throne of King David, his ancestor. 
33 He will rule over the people of Jacob 

forever,  

and his kingdom will never end.” 



Matthew 1:18-21   NCV 

18 This is how the birth of  
Jesus Christ came about.  
His mother Mary was engaged to marry 
Joseph,  
but before they married,  
she learned she was pregnant by the power  
of the Holy Spirit.  
19 Because Mary's husband, Joseph,  
was a good man,  
he did not want to disgrace her in public,  
so he planned to divorce her secretly. 



Matthew 1   NCV 

 20 While Joseph thought about these things,  

an angel of the Lord came to him in a dream.  

The angel said, “Joseph, descendant of David,  

don't be afraid to take Mary as your wife,  

because the baby in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will give birth to a son,  

and you will name him Jesus,   

because he will save his people  

from their sins.” 



Luke 2:1-5   NCV 

1 At that time, Augustus Caesar sent an 
order  
that all people in the countries  
under Roman rule must list their names  
in a register. 
2 This was the first registration;  
it was taken while Quirinius was governor  
of Syria. 
3 And all went to their own towns to  
be registered. 
 



Luke 2   NCV 

 4 So Joseph left Nazareth, a town in Galilee,  

and went to the town of Bethlehem in Judea,  

known as the town of David.  

Joseph went there because he was  

from the family of David. 
5 Joseph registered with Mary,  

to whom he was engaged and  

who was now pregnant. 
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Matthew 1:18-19   NCV 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about.  
His mother Mary was engaged to marry 
Joseph,  
but before they married, she learned  
she was pregnant by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  
19 Because Mary's husband, Joseph, was a 
good man,  
he did not want to disgrace her in public,  
so he planned to divorce her secretly. 



Matthew 1: 20   NCV 

 20 While Joseph thought about these things,  

an angel of the Lord came to him in a 

dream.  

The angel said, “Joseph, descendant of 

David,  

don't be afraid to take Mary as your wife,  

because the baby in her is from the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 



Matthew 1: 20   NCV 

 20 … The angel said,  
“Joseph, descendant of David,  
don't be afraid to take Mary as your wife,  
because the baby in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 
21 She will give birth to a son,  
and you will name him Jesus,   
because he will save his people from their 
sins.” 
 



Luke 1:26-33   NCV 

30 The angel said to her, “… 31 Listen!  

You will become pregnant and  

give birth to a son,  

and you will name him Jesus.32 He will be great  

and will be called the Son of the Most High.  

The Lord God will give him  

the throne of King David, his ancestor. 
33 He will rule over the people of Jacob forever,  

and his kingdom will never end.” 
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“Throughout Scripture, 

God chose ordinary, unqualified people 

through whom to do miracles.” 

  

“… God births miracles in ordinary people 

…” 

  

-- Mike Slaughter, It’s Not Your Birthday 

 



“Jesus comes to ordinary people today 

to use us for God’s purpose.” 

  

”That’s right – you are God’s miracle worker! 

You are God’s means 

to affect change in your world 

and God wants to birth a miracle through you.” 

  

-- Mike Slaughter, It’s Not Your Birthday 

 



ACTION STEP #1 

MAKE CHRIST THE FOCUS 

OF YOUR CHRISTMAS! 

 + manger scenes 

  

+ Advent calendars 

 



ACTION STEP #2 

GIVE GIFTS JESUS WOULD WANT 

 
+ clean 

+ faithful 

+ missional 

 





ACTION STEP #3 

GIVE GIFTS THE WAY  

JESUS WOULD WANT 

 A cash-only Christmas – no plastic! 

 



ACTION STEP #4 

BE USED OF GOD FOR A MIRACLE! 

“What ideas do you have 

that could be seeds for a mission miracle?” 

 



ACTION STEP #4   (continued) 

BE USED OF GOD FOR A MIRACLE! 

 
“Pray about and then write down 

one, two, or three ideas or thoughts 

for you to pursue  

in helping change this world 

for God’s Kingdom!” 

 



ACTION STEP #5 

GET THE FACT THAT,  

IN GOD’S EYES, 

NOBODY IS A NOBODY! 

 “In the same way that God once sent  

his angel to make that announcement  

to Mary, 

God comes to ordinary people today  

to use us for God’s purpose.” 

 



“Every Spirit-filled Christian has the potential 

for a God-miracle within him or her. 

The miracle is conceived and developed 

through ordinary people who are willing 

to dream God’s dreams and then 

act on God’s vision.” 

 



“Every miracle of God is 

+ conceived in the heart of the believer; 

  

+ grows in conviction and clarity; 

  

+ and is delivered through committed 

action.” 

 



“Are you ready for God to birth 

a Christmas miracle in you?! 

  

If you are willing to do all that you can, 

God will do all that you can’t!” 
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