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COVID 19

David, who wrote Psalm 60: 1-3, could have had in mind what we are going through right now.  The

Living Bible puts it  this  way: “O God, you have rejected us,  and broken our defenses;  You have
become angry and deserted us. 2 You have caused this nation to tremble in fear; You have torn it apart.
Lord, heal it now, for it is shaken to its depths.  3. You have been very hard on us and made us reel
beneath your blows.”  NIV says in verse 3: “You have shown your people desperate times---”  Then in
verse 11, we are assured that “With God, we will gain the victory---.”   Be patient---we will. 

PRAYING FOR THE VIRUS

Open Doors, a mission group working with persecuted folks, sent out the following:  The Coronovirus

has caused even more hardship and distress for many of our brothers and sisters, already suffering
persecution in their home countries.  One of the best ways you can help is to pray.

                        *Pray that God would continue to protect our brothers and sisters and keep them healthy
                          and safe through this pandemic.                 
                        *Pray that  God would  help our local  partners who are distributing food and critical aid

                          for those who are in most dire need.
                         *Pray that God will work  to calm fears with His hope during this crisis.

Then the scripture, “I will say to the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.
Surely He will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence.”  Psalm 91:2-3.

THOUGHTS ON EVACUATION

Well, another crazy day---WAIT!---Another crazy week, month, and year!  We’ve all been living with
the virus, and told to “stay in.”  Then there are the fires and they say. “get out.”  The fires in California
are raging everywhere.  I’ve finally just unpacked my “get out” bags.  Hopefully, I won’t have to do a

re-pack.

Odd, now that I’m older, I didn’t get overly excited about leaving stuff behind.  Someday we’ll leave it
all behind and be grateful for it.  Remember, circumstances don’t control our joy in Christ.  Praise God!
Some of our “family” have been on the fire lines up north of us, and my husband also, toting his

camera instead of a hose.  Prayer requests seem unequalled---so many with needs, yet God is still in the
business of taking care of all.

I remember a conversation I once had with a friend who was carrying many burdens and trials.  At one
point, overwhelmed with frustrations, she blurted out “All I have is Jesus!”  Stopping suddenly, I saw a
light bulb click in her mind--“He is all I need.”  At a rest home, where my mother happens to reside,

they  had  to  evacuate.   As  often  happens,  our  Pastor  came  through  and  offered  our  church  as  a
temporary shelter, and then arranged for them all  to get beds and go down to Bell  Hill Baptist in
Auburn out of danger and smoke.  They were treated very well and have now returned.  

By the time you read this, I pray everyone is safe and intact at home, ready to resume our normal (???)
lives.                  Pat Hart



A MODERN MIRACLE

Electricity!  Have you ever wondered about this miracle of electricity that plays such an important part
in your daily life?  God first made it possible, and then allowed us to discover it, and then allowed

modern day geniuses to figure out ways to use it.  (Unfortunately, just like other things in this world,
there are also ways to misuse it.)

Electricity!  How did they ever live without it?  How could we live without it?  (Of course, we have to
live with power outages that last only a little time, unless we in this country have solar or generators to
fill in, or heaven forbid, have had it turned off or non-payment.)

Electricity  was  first  discovered---when?   That  is  a  hard  question,  as  there  are  many  aspects  to
electricity, discovered or invented at various times by different people.  Its history runs from before
Christ to the computer age of today.  According to Google, in 600 BC, Thales of Miletus discovered

static  electricity.   And  in  1747  Benjamin  Franklin  famously  flew a  kite  in  a  thunder  storm,  this
lightning in the sky put there by God for our use.   And then along came Thomas Edison, the inventor
of the light bulb.  It went on from there, having potential for doing both good and evil.  

Wouldn’t those who worked with it early on be astonished (and even dismayed sometimes) if they

knew what has been done with it?  Would they have praised the Lord if they had realized the wonders
that have been made possible by their initial discoveries and inventions? Would they have kept silent

about it if they had known all the harm that has been done with modern day inventions that would not
have been possible without electricity?  

Electricity!  There has been nothing like it in all the world.  We can’t imagine living without it.  It’s up

to us to use it wisely.
NCBC NEWS

There have been a number of illnesses, operations, and other things involving people in our church

family lately.   The prayer chain has been busy with prayer requests on their behalf.  The latest is the
death of Robin’s brother-in-law, Clifford Ingle, on August 31st at the age of 74.  He knew the Lord.

Pray for the family.  

Our two Elders have also been on the prayer list.  Marlin finally had his hip operation on July 31 st and

is now walking without a cane.  And Chuck and Merrily Heaps left us to go to Idaho.   Chuck helped to
form this church 31 years ago.  He was a good servant who loved our church and all the people here.
Please pray for him and Merrily as they settle into this new chapter of their lives.  They will be missed.

ANOTHER CIVIL WAR

The news these days centers around two ideologies, called The Left and The Right.  Their platforms, in
general, consist largely of stories and opinions about the Virus and the coming election.  And plenty of
other things have also been politicized.  Hardly anything newsworthy is untouched by the proponents
of these two ways of thinking; the smallest things are considered to be huge as far as the two sides in

this war are concerned.  People have been alienated from each other in this war of words (and worse, in
the real war of the riots that continue and continue.)  

The Bible has much to say in the Psalms and other places that pertains to what is going on these days in
our country.  So many of them are relevant.  But they are too political to be enumerated here.  Read
them, especially some of the ones David wrote while under stress from his enemies.




