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MODERN DAY ISRAELITES

In reading through the Bible, we can often find relevance to our own times and our own lives, such as
when the Israelites were on their way to the Promised Land, they sinned against the Lord, and he was
very angry with them.   Psalm 78:22 tells us “Because they believed not in God, and trusted not in his
salvation,” even though he had done miracles for them!  In the NIV version, is says, “for they did not
believe in God or trust in his deliverance.”  We’re like that, aren’t we?    Verse 32:  “For all this, they
sinned still,  and believed not  his  wondrous works.”  Doesn’t  that  describe us?   Look how we are
behaving these days!   

The Psalm goes on to say that the Israelites just kept on sinning again and again, while he continued to
help them; so he had to punish them for their sins against him.  Verse 50 states, “He spared not their
souls from death, but gave their life over to the pestilence.”  (NIV says “plague.”) 

And how about Psalm 55?   Parts of it could have been written today.  In verses 5 to 11, it speaks of
violence and strife in the city.  NIV says, “Destructive forces are at work in the city; threats and lies
never leave its streets.”  Living Bible says, “There is murder and robbery there---” Sound familiar? Our
country certainly has that in some of the riots. The whole Psalm speaks of good and evil, much of
which we see today.  God won’t put up with our sin any more than he put up with that of the Israelites
so long ago.
 
In Psalm 50:15, he tells us to call upon him in the day of trouble, “and I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify me.”  Psalm 29:11 says, “The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will bless his
people with peace.”  Very encouraging words for times like these, but our peace depends on doing our
part too.  Do you suppose it might help if we repented?  Then we can call upon him and see him work
in our lives.  Psalm 31:19 says, “Oh, how great is thy goodness which thou hast laid up for them that
fear thee.”  Let’s do our part!  God will do his! 

BIBLE PUZZLE

Can you find the names of 16 Bible books in the paragraph below without the aid of your Bible?  (One
minister found 15 of the books in 20 minutes, but it took him weeks to find the last one!

“I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible.  It was a lulu; kept people looking so hard
for facts---and for others, it was a revelation.  Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the
books were not capitalized.   But the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers.  To others, it
was a real job.  We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you.  Yes, there will be some
really easy ones to spot.  Others may require judges to help them.  I will quickly admit it usually takes a
minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it is found.  A little lady says she
brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better.  See how well you can compete.  Relax now, for there
really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in this paragraph.”

Half of them can be discovered very quickly, so have fun finding the rest!



FOOD FOR THOUGHT

When was the last time you said somebody didn’t know beans about something, or described fog being
thick as pea soup? It probably wasn’t very long ago, because we Americans really take the cake when it
comes to using food in our everyday figures of speech.  For example, when things go right, they are in
apple pie order, and life is a bowl of cherries.  But when they go wrong, it’s a fine kettle of fish, or a
pretty pickle.  If a man is important, he’s a top banana.  If he’s not, he may be butterfingered.  If he’s a
coward, he’s chicken-livered.  If he’s poised, he’s cool as a cucumber.  If he’s smart, he’s an egghead.
And if he’s a prizefighter, he very likely has cauliflower ears.  If he talks too much, he spills the beans.
And if he doesn’t talk enough, he clams up. If something is good, it’s peachy, and if it’s bad, it’s a
lemon.

Moreover, he doesn’t earn money, he earns dough, or he brings home the bacon.  And if he’s working
for peanuts, his wife may egg him on to butter up the boss.  If the boss won’t cooperate, it may lead to a
rhubarb, but someone will say it’s just sour grapes. And if you’re not worth your salt, and just a nut,
you may wind up eating humble pie and that would be getting your just desserts.  Now, a pretty girl is a
tomato, or quite a dish, and the boys may want to spoon with her.  But if one of them asks her to elope,
she may say she cantaloupe. The icing on the cake is that you may take most claims with a grain of salt.

Copied from an old, old paper, with some editing---author unknown 

There are also so many others that could come to mind, including:   a bitter pill to swallow, face as red
as a beet, lettuce do this or that, half-baked idea, cooking with gas, he was burned out, traffic jam, in a
jam, all jammed up, something is pear-shaped, milk of human kindness, milk it for all it’s worth, not
my cup of tea, a taste of freedom, a taste of his own medicine, wake up and smell the coffee, cream of
the crop, egg on his face, takes the cake, cook his goose, watered it down, eat his words, salty language,
and for the computer savvy--- hashtag.  All those took a couple of hours to come up with; how many
can you add?  And make up a paragraph of sentences to use these words (and more?)  It’s fun, but it’s
challenging, and not exactly as easy as pie!

BIBLE DISCREPANCIES?  REALLY?  HMMMM?

Moses died at the age of one hundred twenty. (Deuteronomy 34:7).  Yet he says what was recorded in
Psalm 90:10 “The length of days of our years are threescore and ten; (seventy) and if by reason of
strength they be fourscore years- (eighty)--” so he lived forty years longer than his own statement says.
And Aaron died on Mount Hor at the age of one hundred twenty three. (Numbers 33:39.)  Did he then
outlive his contemporaries?   Hmmmm!

The Bible tells us in Joshua 24:19, “ ---He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgressions nor
your sins.”  Praise God that the New Testament says instead, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins” ( I John 1:9).  A discrepancy?  No!  Jesus is God!  We can be redeemed!

In Galatians 1:4, it says that Jesus gave himself for our sins. “For the Son of Man hath power upon
earth to forgive sins.”  (Luke 5:24).    In Ephesians 1:7, we find that we have our redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins. This is accomplished through Christ’s blood which was shed for
many.  (Matthew 26:28.)  Jesus did it all, but Luke 3:3 reveals that we have a part in it ourselves ---the
baptism of repentance. Jesus is God, and it was necessary for us sinners to accept him as our Savior so
that we could be seen as sinless so that God could accept us.  Hebrews 9:28---“Christ bore the sins of
many.”  How wonderful!  Praise the Lord for the love of Jesus Christ and his work on our behalf!  



TAVI  AND  BARUCH

I was interested in the Biblical origin of your two names, so I checked my computer to
find out about them.  Google:     www.babynamespedia.com|  and then ask for  meaning |
Tavi   (the |  is supposed to be a backward slash, but for some reason my computer has
the straight up and down  | instead )     There was so much stuff that I couldn’t even look
at all of it. But I got the general idea of it.  It wasn’t mentioned that it is a Bible name,
though David is.

TAVI   The first fact I encountered was that Tavi is of Italian origin.  One article says it
is a “Hebrew name, also English-American, and Aramaic in origin.” Also, it is a pet
form of David and several other names.   (I can’t see how!)   Tavi means “good”.

Another article also says it means “good”.  And that it is either a boy’s or a girl’s name.
It’s “Tavia” for a girl.  Also, it is rarely used.  The article estimates that there are 7800
people in the world with that name!  And that the English origin means  “8th”.

           

http://www.babynamespedia.com/

