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OUR QUIET TIMES

These people say they honor me, but their hearts are far away.  (Mat. 15:8 Living Bible)

I have long since decided on the perfect time to be alone with God every day, and it works for me.  I
wouldn’t miss is for anything.  Most days I can keep that appointment at the specified time, and if not,
because I have an unusual schedule that day, the habit is well enough established so that I will find
another time as close to it as possible.  And I even stay up later at night if necessary to finish.  Okay,
great.  I wouldn’t miss my daily prayer and Bible time, and I have even included a great devotional
book as well.

So far, so good.  But it’s not good enough.  That’s not all there is to it.  How about the quality of this
sacred time spent with my Lord?  He is not just some good friend with whom I am chatting.  He is not
even a famous, well respected fellow human being.  He is the God Who created the universe! Do I
always remember to approach Him with the awe and devotion due Him?  Probably not.  I doubt that I
am the only one who easily gets distracted by the smallest of things while having my quiet time.  No,
all sorts of thoughts get interposed on my Bible reading or prayer time.  I look down and notice that I
need to clean my fingernails. (Right now, before I forget.)  And how come that picture on the wall is
not straight anymore?  And my glasses need cleaning.  And the cat wants out.  And now it’s time for the
KFBK news. (Again.)  You get the picture.   Satan is at work distracting me in any way he can.  And he
does  it  to  you  also.   Whether  or  not  he  succeeds  is  up  to  us.   We can  either  allow these  small
distractions to interfere or not.  We can either be respectful to our God or not.

END-TIMES PROPHECY IN DANIEL

As long ago as in Daniel, chapter 12, we begin to learn about the times we are closing in on in our own
times.  He had been having visions, and was talking with the angel Michael, who told him what would
happen in the far distant future at the end of time.  Michael said in verse1, that there would be a time of
distress which was so bad that it had never happened before, but that the Jews would be delivered.  He
said in verse 2, NIV, that “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting
life,  others to shame and everlasting contempt.”  Verse 3,  Living Bible,  adds “And those who are
wise---the people of God---will shine as brightly as the sun’s brilliance, and those who turn many to
righteousness will glitter like stars forever.” But then in verse 4, Michael told Daniel to “keep this
prophecy a secret; seal it up so that it  will not be understood until the end times, when travel and
education shall be vastly increased.” (Living Bible). Daniel did not understand what he was hearing.
So in verse 8, NIV, he asked, “What will the outcome of all this be?”  In verse 9, (NIV), he was told
that “the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end.” Verse 10, Living Bible, says “Many
shall be purified by great trials and persecutions.  But the wicked shall continue in their wickedness,
and none of them will understand.  Only those who are willing to learn will know what it means.“

So here we are now, living in these “end times” that Daniel tells us about.  We do understand the
meaning. But how many, like Daniel, do not understand what is happening?  How many do not know
that sooner than we think perhaps, the end will come?  Those who are saved will rise to heavenly glory,
and the rest will be lost forever.  Let’s make it our business to tell them about Jesus before time runs
out.  It is our duty and our privilege to be His witnesses and see souls saved for eternity.



THE STATE OF THE UNION

What union?  Look at the state we’re in!  Seems more like a total lack of any union.  We are anything
but unified these days. Yet we are called the “United States of America.” What has happened to us
these days? The Bible says in Hosea 4:1 that “the Lord hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the
land because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.”  (KJV.)  The NIV says
“faithfulness, love, acknowledgment.” Verse 2, (NIV) “You swear and lie and kill and steal and commit
adultery.  There is violence everywhere, with one murder after another.”  That does not speak of the
unity of the Israelites, nor does it make the citizens of the United States seem very unified either, as that
is also a description of us.  How wonderful it would be if we could all turn to God and quit the sinful
actions that are rampant in our country right now.  Then we could speak of unity.

HOW CAN WE IMPROVE?

Could we be more like the people God wants us to be?  Could we resist impure and destructive media,
thoughts, and temptations?  Could we use Spiritually-directed self-control to avoid what demeans and
pollutes us?  The lack of self-control is one of the major problems in our country, whether from a
Christian perspective or not.  And what has happened to the old-fashioned virtues of common sense,
decency, concern for others rather than a yearning for power, and a desire to be all that God intends for
us to be?  These days, too many worldly distractions interfere with the achievement of these qualities.
Society seems bent on dragging us down instead of building us up, and only with God’s help can we
exert the self-control needed to live for Him.  James 4:8 says “Come near to God, and He will come
near to you.  Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”  Then we can
say “no” to ungodliness and worldly passions and live the self-controlled, upright, and godly lives (we
were created for.)  (Titus 2:12  NIV) “...and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”
(II Peter 1:46 NIV.)  It all comes down to this: Do we want to please Gods or only live for our own
pleasure?  We can have one or the other.

A LITTLE FUN
Cortisone:   The local courthouse.
If you ever get an email about pork, ham, salt and preservatives, don’t open it.  It’s Spam.
Some TV shows are pretty refreshing.  You feel pretty good after you wake up.
Adamant:  The very first insect.
Why is “Abbreviated” such a long word?
Acupuncture...a jab well done.
Money talks.  But all mine says is “goodbye.”
It’s funny how your back goes out more than you do.
I put my shoes on the wrong feet...but I cannot remember whose feet I put them on.

      The above are from The Swing Room Gazette  (US Post office magazine)

MISCELLANEOUS

You know that indestructible black box that is uses on airplanes? Why don’t they make the whole plane
out of that stuff?

Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are almost dead?

Why do people constantly return to the refrigerator with hopes that something new to eat will have
materialized?




