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WE’VE SURVIVED!

How’s everyone doing by now?  So far, so good. God has been good; we’ve survived, though it hasn’t
been a whole lot of fun having to obey the rules concerning that virus.  Let’s just trust the Lord and do
what we must, whether we like it or not.  And I hope things like empty shelves in the grocery store and
toilet paper hoarding have not caused you too much grief.  Let’s just pray that things will calm down
more and more so that we can get back to our normal lives.  And don’t forget to thank and praise the
Lord that Nevada County was not hit very hard compared to the big cities.

How about the church service being held in the parking lot?  Even Communion outside on Easter
Sunday!  And some of us listened gladly to Pastor Randy’s sermons from home while relaxing at the
computer.  On the 25th, we met in the parking lot again.  The weather was great, though the breeze kept
blowing Pastor’s  papers  off  his  stand.  He got  through his  presentation just  fine anyway.  But still,
nothing beats being in the building and greeting our friends.

REPETITION IN KINGS AND CHRONICLES

As many times as I have read through the Bible, I had never realized that these four books had so many
of the same stories more than once.  I had thought that if a story about a certain king’s doings was told
once in II Kings, that was it. It would be on to the next king.  But when I recently read II Chronicles
23:13, there was the story of Joash and Athaliah.  Joash was only seven years old when he was crowned
king.  Athaliah, his grandmother, had killed all his older brothers, so that she could be the queen, but
little  Joash had been hidden away from her,  until  he was crowned in  a  ceremony in  the  Temple.
Athaliah knew nothing about it until she heard all the music and happy noises of the people cheering.
She rushed into the Temple, shouting “Treason! Treason!”  That is rather distinctive, so I remembered it
from having read it in II Kings 11:14.  That was her fatal mistake, as she was then captured and slain.

That story caused me to do a little research, and I discovered that there were many others also repeated
in both Kings and Chronicles.  Another one is about the death of King Amaziah, told in both II Kings
14:20 and II Chronicles 25:28.  He had turned from following the Lord and had to be killed by is own
people in a foreign place and be brought back on horses to be buried in Jerusalem.  Again, a distinctive
phrase, which I had read in II Kings not too long before I got to it in Chronicles.  With all the numerous
kings of Israel and Judah, there must be many, many such repetitions.

Israel and Judah.  Yes, two different kingdoms intertwined in these books,  And the kings had very
unusual names (to modern ears), some of which sound much alike, to  make it more confusing,

And to  add to  the complexity  between these four  books,  sometimes the names of  the individuals
involved are changed from one book to another.  An example of this is found in II Kings 15:1&2; it
says Azariah, son of Amaziah, king of Judah began to reign at the age of sixteen.   But II Chronicles
26:1&3,  it states that Uzziah was made king in the place of his father, Amaziah.   Both books say he
was sixteen years old when he began his reign, which lasted fifty two years,  Beyond a single doubt, the
same person.  

I find it exciting to make discoveries like this after reading the Bible nearly all my life!



THE QUIET TIME

I have a special time of day to be alone with the Lord.  It works for me most days, but if I have an
unusual schedule on a certain day for some reason,  I will find another time as close to it as possible.
So far, so good.  I wouldn’t miss my daily Bible and prayer time if I could possibly help it.  Again, so
far, so good.  But not good enough.  That’s not all there is to it.  How about the quality of this sacred
time spent with my Lord?  He is not just some good friend with whom I am chatting, or a famous and
well-respected fellow human being.  He is the God who created the universe! 

Do I remember to approach Him with the awe and devotion due Him?  Not always.  I hope I am the
only one who easily gets distracted by the smallest of things while having my quiet time.  But I fear
that I probably am not.  No, all sorts of thoughts get interposed on my Bible reading or prayer time.  I
look down and see that my fingernails need cleaning.  Right now.  Before I forget.  And how come that
picture on the wall is not straight anymore?  And now the cat wants out.  And my reading glasses need
cleaning before I read another word.  And I need to listen to the news before I pray.  You get the
picture.  Satan is at work to distract me in any way he can.  Does he do that to you also?  Whether he
succeeds or not is up to us.  We can either allow these distractions to interfere or not.  We an either be
respectful to our God or not.

BETTER THINGS AHEAD

Things may seem rather tough right now, but it’s only temporary.  Over the years, we’ve all had our
share of things that have made us cry out to the Lord, but hopefully we have learned to trust Him more
and more in the midst of them, even though it may seem that He has forgotten us.  He hasn’t.  He is
planning for better things ahead.  The Bible says, “And therefore will the Lord wait, that He may be
gracious unto you---blessed are all they that wait for Him.”  (Isaiah 30:18).  So let’s just praise the Lord
and patiently wait for Him to act.  Someday we will be back to “normal.”  At this point we can’t say for
sure what that will be, or when it will happen, but someday Covid 19 will be a distant memory and we
will be free of the present fears and restrictions.  Let us pray for those who are suffering, and for those
who loved the ones who have been taken from this earth because of the virus.  And let us thank Him for
all those we still have with us, with whom we will be sharing these better times that lie ahead.  And let
us pray that we will appreciate Him and what He has done for us all the more.  We will be grateful that
we have survived.   

THE WORKOUT

Are you getting tired of the “shelter in place” rule?  Are you bored to death at home, and have you read
all the material in the house, and done the chores you had been putting off because you didn’t have
time to do them before?  How about doing some exercises that come from an internet article that could
keep you busy at home if you don’t feel like going out and running down the street:  WADE through
the morning paper.   JUMP to conclusions.  MAKE MOUNTAINS out of molehills.  GO OVER the
edge.  PULL OUT all the stops.   RUN AROUND in circles.  ADD FUEL to the fire.  OPEN a can of
worms.   BEAT around the bush.  PUT YOUR FOOT in your mouth.  CLIMB the walls.  DRAG your
heels.  PUSH your luck.  

But for a gentler and less strenuous regime, one that will make for better spiritual muscles, START the
balling rolling.  BEND OVER backwards.  PICK UP the pieces.  HIT the nail on the head.   WALK
with the Lord.  KNEEL in prayer.  BOW your head in thanksgiving.    UPLIFT your hands in praise.
HUG someone and encourage them.  (After the six-foot rule is lifted!)  adapted from the internet 




