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AMERICA

What is America?  It’s the reaching spire of the village church 
That bears aloft our prayers to God.  

It’s the eagle’s scream from his lofty perch; 
It’s the life that springs from the lowly sod.  

It’s your land and my land held in trust 
For those who died on land and sea;
Keep it the same for them we must 

In all it’s glorious traditions---for we 
Are Americans. 

The above poem is the last stanza of a four-verse poem written by Leone Harr.

THIS IS MY COUNTRY

“Almighty  God,  we  make our  earnest  prayer  that  Thou wilt  keep the  United  States  in  Thy Holy
Protection---and finally that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do Justice, to
love Mercy, and to demean ourselves with that Charity, Humility, and Pacific temper of mind which
were characteristics of the Divine Author of our Blessed Religion.”                      George Washington

THE AMERICAN’S CREED

I believe in the United States of America as a government of the people, by the people, and for the
people.  Whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed.  A democracy in a republic,
a sovereign nation of many sovereign states.  A perfect union one and inseparable;  established upon
those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity for which American patriots sacrificed their
lives and fortunes.  I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to support its Constitution,
to obey its laws, to respect its flag, and to defend it against all enemies.            William Tyler Page

All of the above came from a paper called EXCHANGE, dated 2002. Theres a lot of good stuff in
there!  We are Democrats and Republicans, aren’t we?  (Well, along with a few other parties too---not
to mention no party at all.)  We are a nation greatly divided in our thinking about how things ought to
be done.   Let us do our job as Christians and pray for our country’s recovery from this wrongful
division.  Let us spend time in earnest prayer that the Lord will heal our wounds, and turn us all back to
Him---together.  Only He can make us “One nation under God.”

“IF WE COULD ONLY---”

But we can’t.  We can’t!  We can’t, but God can!  Our God is the God of the impossible!  Our heads
know that, but our hearts still have a hard time believing it.  Would what we want be for the good?  We
know that He can do anything, but will He do what we think is best?   There are plenty of things that
are not in God’s will which we would like to see happen, but peace and unity are not one of them.
They are instead just what God wants. Our job is to pray, pray, pray for the situation our country is in,
and to leave it to God to accomplish His will for us.  But this nation needs to be willing to give up our
divisive behavior.  God has done what He wants done.  When we are in alignment with what God
wants done, and have faith in Him, then we can,  We can have a great nation again, a nation undivided
under God!                                           
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PRAYER REQUESTS

“Prayer links the King on His throne with the Church on His footstool.”  (Andrew Murray)  Does anyone
have a prayer request?  The answer is YES!  We all have them, and we all need God’s answers to our
requests.  But we could use the help of other Christians, for we are all  “fellow workers” with God. And
thus we are told to pray for each other, aren’t we?   But while God knows the burdens and the needs of
each one of us, maybe others do not, though they would be honored to pray for us if they did know.   It
would be the greatest service they could give.  

However, when our own requests are not known, we automatically fail to benefit by the prayers of our
fellow Christians, and they fail to receive the blessing of seeing the answers from God.  So how about
going down the  unending list  of  church  people,  friends and relatives,  government  officials,  those
suffering and in need, and whatever else comes to mind; and when something comes to mind of special
concern,  let’s not hesitate to enlist the prayer help of others. Let’s give our prayer requests to those
who would be glad to pray for us.

ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL

This is the true story of an event that happened to me back in 2014, and which I wrote this story about
at the time.  It was 10:00 PM.  I was in bed and almost asleep when the phone rang.  Nobody ever calls
that late.  Must be something serious.  So I got up up and answered the phone. There was a woman’s
voice on the answering machine, a voice I did not recognize.  It didn’t occur to me that it might be a
wrong number.  It wasn’t; the Lord had planed it just for me.  

The caller was obviously desperate to make a call to a stranger at 10:00 at night.  She was in despair
over the situation going on in her family.  Her brother was on drugs, and it was tearing the family apart.
She said it was so bad that she felt she was losing faith in God, and she was looking for a church that
would pray for them.   I told her that our church had a prayer chain, and that we would pray about it.
Then I prayed with her over the phone before we hung up.  I had no idea who she was, as she declined
to give me her name when I asked, but said I might recognize it if she told me.  

Maybe one of my friends gave her my number?  My thanks to whoever it was; it was an honor to be
asked to pray for her.  She never called back, so I never found out how it all turned out, but she
certainly was seeking God’s help to meet her family’s needs, and she was right to ask for prayer.      G,S.

ADMIRATION

Whom do you admire?   Sometimes when we take a look at those around us, they stand out for what
they stand for and how they live.  There are many people who have admirable and laudable qualities;
Which aspects of a person’s life receive your respect and admiration?  There’s a long list of qualities
that we might have that could bring about the admiration of those around us.  But the important things
are those that come from God:  Are we honest, loving, and kind?  Are we unselfish?  Are we willing to
make sacrifices of our time, talents, and treasure in order to help others?  Do we pray for them?  Does
the love of Jesus shine in us?  AND---do we take any credit for any of our good qualities, or do we give
the credit to Jesus?

We all would like to have others think well of us, but above all we want to serve our Lord, and it is He
who deserves the credit for whatever He has given us to be and do.  So let’s all strive to possess and to
exhibit  the admirable qualities of a Christian,  so that  we will  be admired for our righteous, godly
behavior, our service to others, and how much like Christ we are.  Then the admiration will not be
given to us, but to the Lord, where it belongs.
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