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TWO LEADERS

The nation is in the midst of turmoil over choosing a new set of leaders this year, and it
is not going to be an easy thing.  We are so divided that half of us will be happy with the
results of the election and half not so much.  Andrew Murray, in his book GROWING IN
PRAYER, says, “Would it not be sad if we come into God’s presence divided into two
camps praying one against the other?  We must pray for both our leaders and for all
who are  in  authority.   As  leaders  of  the people,  their  in5uence for  good or  evil  is
inexpressible.  Their hearts are in God’s hands and He can turn them wherever He
wills.  Let us pray to God in all sincerity for our leaders, that God will grant what is
good for the whole land.  Lord, the hearts of rulers are in Your hands; teach them to do
Your will.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.”  And AMEN!

LIGHT AFFLICTIONS

II Corinthians 4:17: “For our light af5iction, which is but for a moment, worketh for  us
a far more exeeding and eternal weight of glory.”   It seems like some of the things that
happen are hard to  bear.   They make us feel  so  down,  and sometimes it  seems as
though they are getting worse and worse, or are never going to end. And why, oh, why,
does it have to be this way?  God has the answer in verse 18:  to look not at the things
which are seen, for they are just for a little while, but to look at the unseen eternal
things instead.  Verse 16 tells us that even though our bodies may be “dying” our inner
strength  is  growing  every  day.   God  indeed  uses  the  things  that  happen  to  us  to
strength us.  No one says they have to be pleasant to us.  But let us pray that we will
grow to be what God has planned for us to be.  Someday in heaven, we’ll understand.
But when the things of earth have faded, will we even care about those af5ictions?

 GREAT QUOTES

The 5ower that blooms in adversity is the rarest and most beautiful of all.
       Walt Disney Company

                   
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the
things I can, and wisdom to know the difference.        Reinhold Niebuhr

We spend the Drst part of our lives getting things, and the last part of our lives getting
rid of them.       From a missionary letter

God has a remedy for every sin, except the sin of rejecting  the remedy: His Son.
       J. Vernon McGee

Whatever you are, be a good one.                                       Abraham Lincoln

We as Christians are not promised a calm journey, but only a safe landing.
                               Pastor Irwin Lutzer

Life is one grand, sweet song, so start the music.          Ronald Reagan



PRAYERS AGAINST VIOLENCE

This world is obviously full of terrible wickedness and violence.  It seems inevitable
that it will  continue whether we pray against it or not.   So we might wonder if  we
should pray about it.  Does it make any sense to pray, no matter how desperately, for
peace and righteousness?   How can we pray that the wars and violence will stop, while
at the same time feeling sure that they will not?  After all, the scriptures tell us that
there will aways be such things.  Jesus Himself said so and we can see with our own
eyes what is happening all around the world.  

In Psalm 7:9 (NIV)  David prayed “O righteous God who searches minds and hearts,
bring to an end the violence of the wicked and make the righteous secure.”  Prayer is
our responsibility;  the results are up to God.  And Psalm 7:ll  says “God judges the
righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.” (KJV)  Verse 16 continues the
thought in the NRS Bible with “Their mischief returns upon their own heads, and on
their own heads their violence descends.”  (So  it doesn’t pay to be wicked, even though
it may look like they are getting by with it for the time being.)  

We understand that when Jesus returns, all these things will cease. But until then, it is
our job as Christians to live righteously in the Spirit and be lights in the world, no
matter what others do.  So we must pray against the wickedness and violence which
seem so overwhelming, even though we see no immediate answers to those prayers.
We must trust God’s timing, and remember that prayer is meant not only to petition
God’s help, but to change our own attitudes as well.  

DOG FOOD DIET

While in the check-out line buying a large bag of dog food for the family pooch, a woman
asked if I owned a dog. Well, duh, lady!  So I told her that actually, I did not. I was
starting the Dog Food Diet again.  “It’s the perfect diet,” I said,  making the story up as I
went along.  “What you do is to Dll your pockets with dog kibble and just eat one or two
every time you get hungry.  My doctor assures me that it’s nutritionally balanced.  But
I must confess that the last time I was on this diet, I ended up being rushed to the
hospital.  However,” I continued, “before that, I lost Dfty pounds, so now I am trying it
again.”  HorriDed, the lady asked if my hospital stay was because the dog food had
poisoned me or if I were allergic to it.  “Nah,” I replied, “I’d been sitting in the street
scratching my ear with with my hind foot when a car ran over me!”

Adapted from Duke Habernickle of HABAND

FAST THE DIGITAL SCREEN FOR LENT

I have no business writing this article, because I don’t observe Lent, and I only use my
computer for writing and Gmail, and collecting prayer requests from a former church.
And we don’t own a smart phone.  However, there was an article by Tony Reinke that
spoke of fasting our digital screens for Lent.  That doesn’t really apply to me, but there
are many folks who spend altogether too much time just entertaining themselves with
these electronic gadgets hour after hour, much to their detriment.  I’ll just quote one
line  from  Tony:  “As  we  sever  from  our  screens,  as  we  become  more  attentive  to
what is not on a screen, we become more attentive to where God calls us to focus our
attention.”   We don’t have to wait for Lent or to fast to decrease our screen time!



     


