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PRAISING THE LORD 
 

“Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord”  {Psalm 112:1)  “He shall not be afraid of evil tidings”---  

(“bad news”.  NIV)  “His heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.”   (Psalm 112:7)  In these difficult times, 

we can put our trust in God’s will, with the understanding that He knows what is in our best interest, even 

though we might not think so at the time.  So we don’t need to fear Covid, or anything else that may 

come our way.  God is in control of this new year, so we can praise Him. 
 

“Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness and for His wonderful works to the children of 

men!  Let them exalt Him in the congregation of the people, and praise Him in the assembly of the 

elders.” (Psalm 107:31 & 32.)  The Living Bible puts it in more modern terms:  “Let them praise Him 

publicly before the congregation, and before the leaders of the nation.” (v. 32) 
 

MORE VERSES FROM PSALMS 
 

“Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water: but Thou 

broughtest us out into a wealthy place.”  (Psalm 66:12)   We have had things to be concerned about more 

than usual in this past year, what with the Covid virus, and particularly the rules put forth to us to alleviate 

it, but we have come through 2020 anyhow.  Even though we have not enjoyed what we have had to do, 

and are not happy with our rulers because of it, we are thankful that we have survived it all.  So let us be 

sure to pray for those in authority over us, especially that they will have God’s wisdom in making the 

laws we are supposed to obey.  Pray for our obedience. God will take care of us, for “Our hope is in the 

name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 124:8) and “They that trust in the Lord shall be 

as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.” (Psalm 125:1)  Not only will our 

problems be taken care of by the Lord, but “---the wicked shall not rule over the godly, lest the godly be 

forced to do wrong.”  (Psalm 125:3 NIV)  Only problem for us is that it often takes a long  time for this 

to become reality!  Not going to church is wrong for Christians, and so is the plight of many Christian 

business people who have been asked to do business with ungodly people who want them to do something 

against their consciences.  God will take care of it in His perfect time! 
 

THE PURPOSE OF THE PLAGUE 
 

It is remarkable how so many of the Psalms apply to modern times.  Psalms 100:24-29 tells us why God 

plagued the Israelites: they murmured and complained, worshipped idols, and failed to trust God’s 

promises.  So God sent the plague in His anger over their wicked leaders.  Sounds like what’s going on 

in our world today, doesn’t it?  (But of course, it’s not just the leaders who are wicked; the people of this 

world all fail to meet God’s standards.  Let’s hope that the deadly, world-wide Covid plague causes us 

all to turn to God.  No, let’s do more than hope!  Let’s PRAY that everyone everywhere gets right with 

the Lord; He is our only salvation. 
 

MEMORIZE A CHAPTER IN PSALMS 
 

Memorize a whole chapter?  How long would that take?  Even memorizing a single verse can be time-

consuming.  So how easy would it be to memorize a whole chapter?  Try Psalm 117 and see!  (But don’t 

start with chapter 119!)  It is interesting to notice that the Psalms have the shortest and the longest verses 

in the whole Bible.  But it is so worthwhile to memorize verses.  We don’t do it often enough. 



NEW YEAR’S PRAYERS 
 

We have all wished that 2020 would be over, and hoped the New Year will be better.  Time will tell.  

While we can’t do anything about what is past and done, we can do something about the future: we can 

pray. Yes, pray. God answers prayers.  Just think how different things could be if all of us Christians 

would pray more and more for the people and the problems of the world.  This can include everything 

from natural disasters (like Covid) to the sinful things done by people.  God asks us to pray, and our 

prayers have more power than we know when we pray according to His Word.  So in this New Year, let 

us make it our business to spend meaningful time in prayer, even when we may think that the answer we 

are looking for is hopeless, impossible.  For nothing is impossible with God.  Nothing.  (Luke 18:17 and 

Matthew 19:26).  Let’s make 2021 a better year than 2020; God alone can do it, but He asks and expects 

us to do our part in prayer as well.  There’s so much to pray for---everything from Covid to the 

government, to the persecuted folks in the world, to the economy and those suffering from poverty, to 

our own Christian growth, and everything in between.  Let’s make 2021 a Year of Prayer! 
 

THOSE IN AUTHORITY 
 

Several years ago, the Far East Broadcast Company (FEBC) sent out a bookmark with subjects for prayer 

for those in authority over us which are very appropriate at this time: 

 

1. “Pray that they will fear God and realize they are accountable to Him for every action and decision.”                 

(Proverbs 9:10) 

2. “Pray that God would give them wisdom, knowledge, and understanding.”  (James 1:5) 

3. “Pray that they will hear the Gospel and see a loving Christian witness from the body of Christ in  the 

community.”  (Romans 10:14) 

4. “Pray that if those in authority are unsaved, they will be drawn to a saving encounter with Christ;  if 

born again, they will be strengthened and encouraged in their faith.”  (Ephesians 1:17) 

5.  “Pray that those in authority recognize their own inadequacy and will seek the will of God.” 

 (Luke 11:13) 

6.  “Pray that they will value and regard God’s Word as the basis for moral living.”  (Psalm 19:7) 

7.  “Pray that they be given Godly counsel and God-fearing advisors.”  (Proverbs 24:6) 
 

PRAYER POSITIONS 
 

Yes, more on the subject or prayer!  Trivial as it may seem, the question of what position to assume when 

praying can be on our minds at times.  The Scriptures address this by providing us with a number of ways 

in which various folks prayed: 
 

KNEEL---Daniel 6:10    Isaiah 45:23    Romans 14:11    Ephesians 3:14    Philippians 2:10 

FALL ON OUR FACES--- Psalm 72:11   I Corinthians  14:25   Revelation 4:10 and 7:11 

STAND---Mark 11:25 

LIFT OUR HANDS---Psalm 7:11 and 68:3   I Timothy 2:8 

BOW DOWN---Psalm 95:6 
 

Or we can simply BOW OUR HEADS AND CLOSE OUR EYES.  How much do you think the Lord 

cares about our prayer position?   The main thing is to take time each day to actually pray.  To forget 

other things going on around us, and talk to God.  No doubt the story of the farmer and the well is 

familiar---he said that the best prayer he ever prayed was when he fell down head first into his well.  So 

much for prayer positions! It is the meaningfulness of the prayer that matters. 


