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THE END OF THE WORLD

Well, we made it; one more year, difficult as it was, has passed, and we are still here.  But how much
longer do we have on this earth before Jesus comes again and takes us all to our eternal destination?
We surely cannot know, but we are told that it is coming, and from the looks of things, both here in our
country and all over the world.  It’s coming soon, (at least by God’s timing, even if it seems like forever
to us.)  Read Matthew 13 for a number of Jesus’ parables.

  
His disciples asked Him to explain one of them, which concerned the tares (weeds) in the field.  In
verses 37-40, Jesus said, “He that soweth the good seed is the Son of Man. (38) The field is the world;
the good seed are the children of the Kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; (39)
The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the´the
angels. (40) As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.”  Then in verses 49 and 50, we see that “So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall
come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, (50) And shall cast them into the furnace of fire:
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”  Isn’t it wonderful how Jesus gave us notice of what
would happen in the end times, and now we can’t deny that these things are coming to pass!  So we
must make it our most important priority to pray and do all we can to bring others into the Kingdom.
   

FRUIT TREES

Sometimes people’s experiences can be described by Bible verses: for example, we have two fig trees
in our yard.  How happy we were when we discovered that, upon moving to Grass Valley five years
ago now.  And how disappointed we were when we found out that neither one of them had edible figs
on them, in spite of the fact that they both had abundant fruit.  And that went on every spring until we
realized that it was not going to change!  And in the Bible, we find that we are fruit trees too.  Did you
know you are a fruit tree?  

Matthew 12:33  (Living Bible) says,  “A tree is  identified by its  fruit.  A tree from a select variety
produces good fruit; poor varieties don’t.”  Verses 7:16-20  say, “Ye shall know them by their fruits---
(17) (KJV)  every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.  (18) A
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. (19)   Every tree
that bringeth forth not good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire.  (20)  Wherefore by their fruits ye
shall know them.” As fruit trees, what kind of fruit will we bear?  We don’t want to be cast into the fire!

A LITTLE LIGHTER

What did the ocean say to the beach?     Nothing---it just waved. KFBK radio
You can’t have everything---where would you put it?         Swing Room Gazette Post Office magazine 
Young at heart,    slightly older in other places.                  ‘        ‘         ‘         ‘     ‘         ‘                         
LATTE       Italian for “You paid too much for that coffee.”        ‘         ‘         ‘     ‘         ‘                        
You only fail when you stop trying.   
                                 ‘        ‘         ‘         ‘     ‘         ‘                    



SHADOW OF THE PAST

We’re in a civil war---Oh, let us pray for peace,
And pray with all our hearts, lest the hate increase.

Long ago our Fathers saw just what this land could be, 
But now we’re just a shadow, as anyone can see

Our heritage is gone; we’ve lost our way it seems. 
We’re only just a shadow of all their dearest dreams. 

Once we were free---you could be you, and I could be me.
But now we’re just a shadow of what we used to be.

W’re full of deep divisions that cast their shadows long; 
We can’t agree on anything, be it right or wrong. 

For nowadays we’re living in the shadow of the past,
Tending toward insanity---how, then, can we last? 

We live beneath the shadow of grievous strife and sin
That takes away our joy and gives us pain within. 

The shadow of the past has fallen over us                    G.S.

ME, AN EVANGELIST?

Does God expect each one of us to be obedient to His purpose for us?  Yes.  And how are we doing in
that regard?  Uhhhhh---Well, maybe we could (and should) be a little more consistent.  But there is so
much that stands in the way of our obedience---no time---they won’t listen---don’t know what to say,
evangelism is not my gift.  Whatever excuse we may come up with.  And behind it all may be fear and
lack of faith or confidence.  

Someone told us.  Maybe there was doubt and uncertainty at work there also.  But in God’s good time,
we came to Him.  His will for us was accomplished, and our lives changed.  In an article from the Far
Eat Broadcasting Company,  there were three tips rom the Bible to encourage us to evangelize the folks
in our communities---our friends and neighbors.  

I.  It’s  God’s  work.   We  can’t  do  it  without  Him.   Acts  4:12  tells  us  to  lift  high  the  name  of
Jesus.---”Neither is  there salvation in any other:  for there is  none other  name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.” There is simply no other way.  And we don’t begin to speak
the name of Jesus as often as we ought.

2.  We need to pray for opportunities to share the hope we have in Christ.  I Peter 3:15  tells us to “be
ready always to give an answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope that is in you---” /we
must study the Bible, pray and meditate, and understand who Christ is and what He means to us, and
ask Him to share the joy we have in Him.

3.  we must depend upon the Lord to give us the right words to say.   I Corinthians 1:23. 24  “But we
preach Christ crucified, ---the power of God and he wisdom of God.’  We can be confident that the
Lord will allow His Word to return void, but will use it in the way He wants to.  May we be willing to
be used in our communities in any way He wants to use us.
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