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CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS

Christmas comes but once a year; and now the time is drawing near.
I think of presents, lights and trees---of candy, cards, and things like these.

Yes, only things my eyes can see are first to come to mind for me---
Things of value here on earth that up in heaven have no worth.

But when I pause to start to think, with shame my heart begins to sink,
For Jesus’ birth has been left out, ‘tho He’s the One it’s all about.

Lord, please forgive and grant me grace to put my Savior in first place;
Let me live this Christmas Day with thoughts of Jesus...this I pray.        G.S.

JESUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Zechariah 9:9    “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion, shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold thy king
cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly and riding upon an ass, and upon the foal of an
ass.”  It is clear to us that the passage refers to Jesus. But one wonders what the O.T. folks thought of it.

People in the Old Testament had a number of times been given prophesies concerning Jesus, but His
name was not mentioned.  They probably had no idea what was being prophesied.  Even so, we today
can not always understand when the New Testament tells us things that will happen in our future.  The
days to come are often unclear, but we do know that those who have accepted Jesus as Savior will be in
heaven with Him eternally.  (John 3:16)  And we can know that Jesus has come into our earthly lives
when we accept Him as our Lord and Savior, for the Holy Spirit confirms it to our hearts. (I John 3:24,
4:13, 4:15)

DO ANGELS KNOW EVERYTHING?  

Christmas is a  time when people think  about  angels, and we see  angels depicted   everywhere.   Now 
there are many references to these mighty creatures in the Bible, and actually no indications that they
are anything but men in their appearance when they interact with people on earth.   Sorry, kids, but they
are not actually cute little girls with wings.  Angels are messengers sent from God to deal with us
humans in whatever way He desires.  Their job is to take their directions from Him, and He will tell
them what to do or say.    

But do they always know everything?  No, not always.  In going through the book of Zechariah, you
will find that there was an angel who had to ask the Lord a question.  He wanted to know how long
God was going to let His people suffer before having mercy on them.  (Zechariah 1:12, 13).  And God
answered him with comforting words. (vs 13).
 
And at this Christmas time of the year, we think of one certain angel, (Gabriel) who did know the most
important fact ever there was! He spoke to Mary and told her that she would be the mother of Jesus, the
long-awaited Messiah, (Luke 1:26-38,) and then told Joseph that too. (Matthew 20, 21).  Praise the
Lord for what that angel knew!  



GREAT CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURES

WATCH FOR THE SIGN  Isaiah 7:14 KJV  “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold,
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”   

JESUS IS COMING  Micah 5:2  KJV  “And thou, Bethlehem, ….out of thee shall he come forth unto
me that is to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from old, from everlasting.”

COMING THROUGH THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT  Matthew 1:22 NIV    “Behold, a virgin shall
be  with  child,  and  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and they  shall  call  his  name Emmanuel,  which  being
interpreted is ‘God with us.’”    Matthew 1:18 NIV  “….before they came together, she was found to be
with child through the Holy Spirit.”      (also in verse 21)

 GENEALOGIES OF JESUS

Two genealogies of Jesus are given, and they are quite different from each other. The Wycliffe Bible
Commentary says of the genealogy given in Matthew 1:1ff,  “This family line from Abraham to Jesus
proceeding through the kings of the Davidic house is clearly intended to present the claim of Jesus to
the throne of David.  Although the throne had been vacant for nearly six centuries, no one could expect
serious consideration by the Jews as the Messiah unless he could prove his royal descent.” And Luke
3:23-38 presents another genealogy, apparently Mary’s, to show the actual blood descent of Jesus,
which was also from the Davidic family. This genealogy makes (Joseph) Christ’s legal father because
he  was  Mary’s  husband,  but  nothing  more.”   The  Wycliffe  Bible  Commentary  also  says  of  the
genealogy in Luke 3:23 ff, “(This) genealogy of Jesus disagrees with that of Matthew, which gives the
legal line of royal descent.  Luke’s gives the human line, possibly through Mary, if Joseph is reckoned
as her father’s son through marriage.” And we add: Notwithstanding, Jesus’s real father was the Holy
Spirit, for he was the one who impregnated Mary.  

STILL VALID FOR TODAY

In reading through the Old Testament, it is more obvious than it used to be that the End Times are fast
approaching.  The conditions described by the prophets are just what is going on today.  Take Zechariah
8:10, 11, 15-17) NIV as an example:  (10) “Before that time, there were no wages for man or beast.  No
one could go about his business safely because of his enemy; for I had turned every man against his
neighbor.  (11) But now I will deal with the remnant of this people….”  So  (15) “….do not be afraid.
(16) These are the things you are to do: speak the truth to each other,  and render true and sound
judgment in your courts; (17) do not plot evil against your neighbor, and do not love to swear falsely.....
I hate all this” declares the Lord.”  Doesn’t this speak of the present day’s situation in countries around
our world?  And that includes our own country as well.  And there are plenty more of this type of
reference in the prophetic books.  May God’s will be done as the final days approach; may we work
and pray for the salvation of everyone before it is forever too late! 

THE BEST GIFT OF ALL

It’s not what you get, but what you give.  Christmas is the time for gift-giving of all the seasons of the
year.  And it’s not going to cost a penny to give the best gift of all; but instead, it’s going to take some
time spent  in  prayer.   And that  pleases  the  Lord  more  than  anything.   Andrew Murray has  some
suggestions as to the topics of our prayers: Pray constantly for those we love; friends and people we
know; all Christians, including ministries and those who lead them; unsaved people; those who are
poor and needy; missionaries; and persecuted people.     




