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WHAT IS CHRISTMAS ABOUT? 

Probably it goes like this---it’s a time to get out that list of names and addresses and find those leftover
cards; to re-stock your supply, and somehow manage to take time to start getting them ready to mail.
(You wouldn’t settle for e-mail, would you?)  All this, in between shopping and baking, cleaning and
decorating, and wrapping presents. (Of course,  you have already purchased them before December
even arrived.)  (Ha!)  Then there are friends you must visit to wish them a Merry Christmas, at the
same time  contending  with  cold,  wet  weather  and  shortened  days,  and  Covid  restrictions,  not  to
mention taking care of all your normal responsibilities in your spare time. Whew!  

But more important than all these seasonal things we have to do, is to remember that the Bible tells us
in Isaiah 9:6 “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given” and that is the “reason for the season”
that must be above all else to us.  In spite of all the greatly increased tempo of our lives we will be
blessed when we take time to be with the Lord, thanking and praising Him for sending His Son to be
our Savior.  For Christmas is that time of the year when we celebrate this Wonderful Counselor, the
Mighty God who is the Everlasting Father and the Prince of Peace.  Just try to think of all Jesus is!  We
can’t comprehend it.  But we can understand that he is our Savior, and now is the time to pause and
take time with Him---to rejoice and be merry as we live through this Christmas time of the year.

In this country, we have also made it into a time to do good to others.  Great, just as it should be.  But
even that sort of thing must not be put ahead of the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  Let’s not be like those
who would take Jesus out of Christmas!  Let us not allow them to succeed.  Let us pray that we will not
be guilty of forgetting to worship Him in the midst of all else we have on our plates right now.    G.S.

SUNDAYS WITHOUT CHURCH?

Whoever would have thought that would happen in Nevada County?  Here we were, a rural place that
has no big cities, and doing very well; not many cases of Covid, and then suddenly going into the
dreaded “purple zone.” So we cannot have our church gatherings on Sundays any more for now.  But at
least we cannot be stopped from having virtual services.  For us who have computers, it’s not a total
loss, when Pastor Randy holds services that way.  Many other churches are no doubt doing the same
thing.  But it’s different from being in the church building in fellowship with other Christians.  And
what about those who do not have computers?  Yes, they can tune their  radios to a station which
features someone preaching the Word, but it’s not like worshipping with Christian brothers and sisters,
Perhaps one remedy is to keep in touch by calling each other on the phone.  Let’s keep in touch with
the  Lord  too,  asking  Him to  end this  sad  situation  quickly,  not  only  for  us,  but  for  all  churches
everywhere. 

TEA BAG TRUTHS

One of the greatest mental freedoms is truly not caring what anyone thinks of you.      Unknown
Don’t let the noise of other’s opinions drown out your inner voice.      Steve Jobs
Care about what other people think and you will always be their prisoner.      Lau Tzu
Don’t let someone dim your light simply because it’s shining in their eyes.      Unknown
Your value doesn’t decrease based on someone’s inability to see your worth.     Unknown
Don’t compromise yourself.  You are all you’ve got.      Janis Joplin
Be who you wanna be, not who they chose to see.      Unknown



NOT A CHRIST-LESS CHRISTMAS

There’d never be a Christmas if the World could have its way,
And December 25th would be another Christ-less day.

No, Jesus never would have come if the godless had their say,
                                         But, praise the Lord, He did come; He’s in our hearts today.
                                 The World can try to take Him out and keep Him far away,

            But still He lives within our hearts, no matter what they say. 
                                 For God sent Christ at Christmas to be the Truth, the Way,

And so I’m here to wish you a merry Christmas day!
G.S.

IN THE BEGINNING

lOpen your Bible and there it is, the very first verse.  Genesis 1:1  “In the beginning, God created the
heaven(s) and the earth.”   And in the gospel of John, verse 1:1, we read, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”  God’s Son, Jesus, was right there working
with His Father in the creation of all things, for verses 2 – 4  say, “the same was in the beginning with
God.  (3) All things were made by Him and without Him was not anything made that was made.”
Verse 4 says, “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.”  It goes on til verse 14 to describe
Jesus as being this Word who is our one and only way to God.  Verse 12 says, “But as many as received
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name.” That
is the real reason why the birth of the baby Jesus is so vital to us.  It’s not just another day to celebrate!

 WILL IT EVER BE OVER?
   

Never Trump, or Bye Bye Biden?  Red or Blue?  Doesn’t matter.  The election is over, but not the
fighting.  Whether it had been one or the other chosen, God is still the One in charge, not the President.
Presidents (and Governors) think they are in charge, but they are not.  God is in control of His world,
and not our rulers.  The great divide in our nation is not over yet.  And it won’t be.  We can be sure that
our nation will do just what we have been doing---fighting like fools.  So let’s just wait and see what
God does next.  He is still in control, whether we acknowledge it or not.  It will be over when He is
ready, even though we were ready yesterday.  

The Christian Law Association’s publication, THE LEGAL ALERT, in their latest issue, asks if we
should be concerned about the results of the election.  It states the truth that we still have our Christian
duties to perform, no matter  who is  in the White House.  God is  still  on the throne,  and controls
whatever happens in this world. As Christians, we are actually citizens of heaven,  and worrying about
things down here is sin!  So let’s take to heart  Romans 12:1  “Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers.  For there is no power but of God:  the powers that be are ordained of God.”  The fight will go
on and on and on, but God will determine the winners.

ABOUT THESE “NEWSLETTERS”

For some time now, due to the restrictions placed upon us because of Covid,  no “Newsletters” have
been placed on the table at  the entrance of the church.   The result  is that those who do not have
computers  do not get “Newsletters” either, as they appear on the website only, along with the sermons. 
The remedy might be to send the papers to those regular members who would like to have them. 


