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“NEWSLETTER”

Anybody wonder why it is spelled with “N instead of just Newsletter?  Its because ordinarily it contains 
very little actual news concerning church affairs.  It’s fun to write various other articles, especially those 
about the Bible and those that (hopefully) have some humor to them.  But there are lots of other things 
that could be written about that pertain to our church’s ongoing activities.  From time to time, people of 
the church are asked to contribute something appropriate (but not political, please).  Many thanks to those 
who have done so---but it would be great to see more news about what is going on with the church.  Then 
it could be just NEWSLETTER.  So if anyone has some news about something the church is up to, please 
contribute!  Don’t wait to be asked!  Thanks.

BIG BANG OR BIG GOD?

We’ve all heard (too much) about the Big Bang Theory.  And we can read Genesis 1:1 in the Bible: which 
tells us in no uncertain terms that “In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth,” and “By Him 
were all things created” (Colossians 1:16) and “All things were made by Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made.”(John 1:3). Two contradictory ideas.  So was it planned by “Someone 
bigger than you or I”, as the old song goes?  Or was it just one terrific cosmological accident that created 
us and all that exists?  Which is it?  Either God did it, or the world and all that is in it just came into being 
all by itself.  Common sense alone should give us the answer.  
 
Anyone (except certain scientists) should be able to recognize that nothing can come out of nothing 
except nothing.  Someone said it well: “Nothing times nothing equals nothing.” There’s got to be a first 
cause.  We don’t have to be scientists to see that, and we don’t even have to be Christians to understand 
that the existence of God is therefore not optional.  Maybe the real question is what kind of God was 
responsible? 

Was He the divine God of the Bible, or just an intelligent force of some kind?  And if the latter, who 
created that force in the first place?  It has to come back to God’s having been pre-existent, un-created, 
and eternal.  It’s beyond our conception.  None of us were there when the earth came into being.  In spite 
of the best that science can estimate, we still can’t be certain just what occurred, or when, carbon dating 
and ancient bones notwithstanding.  Did it really take millions and millions of years for everything to 
evolve into what we have today?  Christians and scientists can argue as much as they want about about 
the time it took from the inception of the earth to this present era.  But in God’s wonderful timetable, 
everything that was created, every sort of living organism that ever was or ever will be was ordained and 
brought into being by Him, and not through any Big Bang!G.S. 

  TRUTH

It’s interesting and informative to have more than one translation of the Bible to compare a verse or a 
passage with another version.  Looking at Isaiah 59:15, we see:  “Yes, truth faileth and he that departeth 
from evil maketh himself a prey.”  (KJV)  and “Truth is nowhere to be found and whosoever shuns evil 
becomes  a  prey.”   (NIV)   and  “Yes,  truth  is  gone,  and  anyone  who  tries  a  better  life  is  soon 
attacked.” (Living Bible), and “Truth is lacking and whoever turns from evil is despoiled.” (New Revised 
Stan-dard.)  So how can we fail to notice the truth of this verse in many aspects of life in these days!!
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BETTER THAN A YARD SALE

We all  have some things in our homes and garages and in ours lives that  we don’t  need,  that  are a 
nuisance, and in our way.  We ought to get rid of them, and the sooner the better.  

But maybe it is unthinkable to let go of that old set of dishes that we were given as a wedding present, 
or that shirt which we can’t remember when was the last time we wore it.   And maybe the garage has so 
much stuff that it’s hard to get the car in---boxes of stuff that’s been there so long we can’t even recall we 
ever had them to begin with.  But things like that just takes up valuable space we need for something else.  
So get rid of them---they will make a wonderful gift for someone who needs them, or bring in some cash 
in a yard sale.  It’s summer---the perfect time to have a yard sale! 

But some things cannot be sold.  Even worse than belongings that have outlived their usefulness, are the 
old, sinful attitudes and habits that drag us down, that present a poor testimony and stand in the way of 
our  spiritual  growth.   These  things  clutter  up  our  lives  and  adversely  affect  others  as  well.   They 
disappoint the Lord too.   They keep us from becoming all that God wants us to be.  Let’s get rid of what 
clutters up our spirituality.  Let’s confess them as the sins they are.  We’ll be happier, those around us will 
be happier, and God will be glad to help us clean out our lives.  We can’t sell them in a yard sale, but 
Jesus has already bought and paid for them with His blood on the cross! 

DESTRUCTION OF OUR VALUES

There is much of all sorts of immorality to be found in the world today, both in private and in public life.  
It’s hard to live in the midst of such ungodliness, dishonesty, disobedience, hatred, greed, and violence. 
The old ways in which many of us grew up, seem to be disappearing fast.  What was once the rule is often 
disregarded now.  A new and ungodly regime has taken over in many regards.  Every day it seems we hear 
of something else that shows disdain for what used to be our former values. Psalms 14:1 KJV says “The 
fool hath said in his heart, ‘There is no God’. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is 
none that doeth good.” Indeed we live in “troublesome times.” Isn’t that so? 

Psalms 11, 12, and 13 are three super short Psalms that tell us what the Lord has to say about the times we 
are now living in.  They have new meaning now that it is 2020.  And they not only describe the type of 
things that are destroying our values, but they also assure us that God is still on the throne.  He knows all 
about it, and He knows what the outcome will be. Here are some verses from the NIV that tell it like it is: 
11:3  “When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the righteous do?”  11:4 “The Lord is in His 
holy temple; the Lord is on His heavenly throne.”  12:2 “Everyone lies to his neighbor; their flattering lips 
speak with deception.”  13:5 “But I trust in Your unfailing love:  my heart rejoices in Your salvation.”   
13:6  “I will sing to the Lord, for He has been good to me.”  At a time when anarchists are at work in 
places  like  Seattle,  as  well  as  rioting  in  countless  other  places  without  being  stopped  from  their 
destructive ways, we have to admit that these Psalms foretold our times.  And there is so much more 
going on everywhere. But we who love the Lord don’t have to live that way.  

We can safely trust in Him to keep us from being fools and living the kind of lives that are being exhibited 
in the ungodly and destructive ways we see in this day and age.  And we have the directive from the Lord 
to “go into all the world” to proclaim Jesus.  For He is the antidote for all of the terrible things going on 
that are destroying our values.  Let us pray for our world and our people.  God will bring peace to those 
who love Him in spite of all that is happening.


