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CHRIST AROSE!

Maybe we would celebrate the day Christ arose from the dead with more reverence if we had called that
sacred day “Resurrection Day” instead of “Easter”.  Then maybe the schools would not now call it “spring
break”.  Maybe we would not have the Easter bunny hiding the Easter eggs. Maybe it would not have
been the custom for people to have new clothes for Easter.  But at least that was a way to celebrate a new
life for those who are Christians, and it was the one day in the year that drew many non-Christians to
church.  Maybe we should pray that people should praise the Lord for their own resurrection.  But how
wonderful to realize that it is Jesus’ resurrection we are celebrating!

SINFUL NATIONS REDEEMED

Relevant scriptures in Isaiah, chapter 1:  4  Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil
doers, children that are corrupters, they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of
Israel to anger, they are gone away backward.   15(NIV)  When you spread out your hands in prayer,  I
will hide my eyes from you: even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are full of blood.
16  Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;
17  Learn to do well, seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.  18
Come now and let us reason together, saith the Lord:  though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow----23 (NIV)  Your leaders are rebels, companions of thieves, all of them take bribes, and won’t
defend widows and orphans.  24(NIV) Therefore the Lord, the Mighty One of Israel, says:  I will pour out
my anger  on  you,  my  enemies!   26(NIV)   And  afterwards  I  will  give  you  good  judges   and  wise
counsellors like those you used to have.  27(NIV)  Those who return to the Lord, who are just and good,
shall be redeemed.

Isaiah wrote those verses (and many more) about Israel of old, but he could have written them today. The
whole world is in a moral mess these days too; yes, immorality is rampant everywhere.  It’s called sin and
God is against it. We are too, but what can we do about it?  We’re all guilty to one extent or another, as all
of us have fallen short of the glory of God.  And God gave us the remedy for our guilt; His name is Jesus
Christ!  Let’s be personally redeemed, and pray that sinners all over the world will take Him as their
Savior so that all nations will have redemption before He returns and it is too late.

IS GOD REALLY GOD ENOUGH?

The answer, of course, is yes, yes, a thousand times yes!  Isaiah 10:6 tells us “There is none like unto
Thee, O Lord.  Thou art great, and Thy name is great in might.”  And verse 7 says, “...among all the wise
men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto Thee.  10  But the Lord is the living
God, and an everlasting King.  12  He hath made the earth by His power,  He hath established the world
by His wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by His discretion.  16...the Lord of Hosts is His name.”
What more does God have to do to show that He is God?

What more could the little inhabitants of His world ask of God before they will believe that He exists and
that He is indeed God...A REAL God?  How can anyone be an atheist?  Who do they think they are?  And
how can they possibly believe that the world started suddenly from nothing all by itself?  Seems like it is
easier to believe in God than not to!  But when Satan has a grip on the hearts and minds of people, they
are blinded to the truth.  No matter what God does or has done, it’s not enough. But God says in Jeremiah
16:20 & 21, “Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they are no gods?  21       I will cause them to
know that my name is the Lord.”   There will come a time when He will make Himself known to an
unbelieving world. Then they will understand that He is REALLY God.



 THE LORD WILL BE EXALTED

Isaiah says in chapter 2:  2 In the last days, the world will be ruled from Jerusalem. 4  (Living Bible) the
Lord alone will be exalted in that day.”...17 “and the loftiness of men shall be be bowed down, “The Lord
will settle international disputes...then at last all wars will stop.” 12 NIV  “The Lord Almighty has a day in
store for all the proud and lofty; for all that is exalted (and they will be humbled.”)  11... “the eyes of the
arrogant man will be humbled and the pride of men be brought low: and the haughtiness of men shall be
made low: and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.” 

OUR PRAYERS

Do we pray a little or a lot?  Does it matter?  If it is God who is in control, how can our prayers make any
difference?   At times, it surely seems that no matter how much we pray, we do not see God’s answers.
We can’t know what is in the mind of God, but we do know that He has commanded us to pray always.
And that is all we kneed to know.  Prayer is a very important part of our time on earth.  

But do we know how to pray effectively?  We have to understand that it is in the power of the Holy Spirit
that the work God has for us will be accomplished.  The Spirit is the Intercessor, and He will pray through
us.  We can pray all we want, but if He is not in it, it is to no avail.  So let us pray that the Spirit will teach
us to pray in God’s will so that He can answer our prayers.  And then, take the time to PRAY.

   PRAYER FOR OUR WORLD

We cannot keep up with the accidents, murders, natural disasters, and general woes of the world right now.
They all keep happening so fast that it can be beyond us to know what or how to pray, and the results of
these horrendous occurrences last far after they are no longer in the news and we have forgotten them in
the wake of the next thing.  We cannot do much to help those in distress, but God can. Let’s ask God to
touch our hearts with the needs of others and to keep us in prayer for them, and that His will might be
done so that He will receive glory even when we cannot see it.  

STRANGE THINGS HAPPEN

Yes, they do!  Some are even “stranger than fiction.”  Like what happened to me in the midst of an
epidemic of mice and at least one rat in our house last summer.  We saw the rodents running across the
floor and even the kitchen counters, and wherever.  The destructive little critters were eating holes in our
fruit and other stuff, even in some of our Tupperware to get at our food!  This went on for several weeks.
We had to put everything edible on shelves, and locked up in cupboards; The poor cat had to come around
and look hungry so we could get his food out of the cupboard; put it on the floor, and wait for him to
finish eating, and then replace his dish in the cupboard.

Then one morning when I was in the kitchen, standing beside the refrigerator, I happened to look down,
and there, lying on the floor beside my right foot, was a rat!  I couldn’t believe it, but my reaction was
quick!  I hated to do it, but I stomped on him about a half dozen times, and Walter buried him in the back
yard.  Maybe the reason he came out and lay down beside my foot was that he wanted to commit suicide?
Now I wish that it was that easy to get rid of the mice that had been our problem from time to time for the
last four and a half years since we have moved to Grass Valley.  At this writing, there are none in the
house, but in older houses like this, there seem to be ways they get in.

How would it be if you were to submit stories of strange things that happened to you or someone you
know?  Please do let me know if you have any stories.  They could be printed in this “Newspaper”. 



 


