
 

SOUTH AMERICAN CALL, INC 
Working on the Amazon River, the slums of 

Chimbote and Now Costa Rica

Greetings from South American Call.

First of all, I want to update you on our search 
for a way to work with some of the extremely 
needy children in Honduras. Judy and I were in 
Little  Rock,  AR,  last  Monday  to  visit  with 
Pastor/Missionary Eric Downs. This pastor has 
been working in Honduras for about 13 years. 
His testimony is extraordinary.

When he was first diagnosed with stage 4 brain 
cancer he went into surgery and they removed 
it. However, it began to show up in other parts 
of the brain and his body. They gave him 6-9 
months to live. He decided that he wanted to 
make  a  mission  trip  to  Honduras  before  he 
died. To make a long story short, on that trip 
he  met  another  minister  who  had  the  same 
disease;  stage 4 cancer.  At some point during 
this  time  God  healed  BOTH  OF  THEM!!! 
When he returned the doctors could not find 
the tumor. It was all gone from his whole body. 
Since that time God has blessed him and used 
him for a great ministry there. 

Judy and I spent a  couple of  hours with him 
and I was very impressed. I believe God may 
have put him in my life to help me get started 
in Honduras. Time will tell. 

He tells me that at this time the pandemic is so 
bad there that it would not be wise to attempt 
a trip. However, he showed us a place on the 
map where we can plant a beginning work. If 
God truly is leading us in this direction and he 

provides the necessary resources,  we will move 
forward as swiftly as possible.  As in Peru, we 
are waiting the lessening/end of the covid.

I already have people beginning to contribute 
to this  fund.  If  you would like to do so,  you 
may.  I  am not  actively  seeking  funds  at  this 
time,  but  some of  my  supporters  are  already 
feeling  the  leading  to  get  involved  in  this 
project. I will keep you informed. 

The  pandemic  in  Peru  continues.  In  fact,  it 
seems to be worse in Chimbote than ever. I just 
sent $1,000.00 there for food/covid relief  for 
pastors  and  workers.  The  clamp  down  is  so 
severe that they couldn’t even get to the bank 
to get the money for several days. Our kids are 
being  fed,  but  are  missing  the  teaching, 
comradery  and  love  they  receive  in  the  soup 
kitchens. Pray for them please.

Our house church project  continues  to  move 
forward. They are hampered, as well. Nothing 
is normal there but they are doing what they 
can to keep the ministry  alive  and well.  Juan 
just  returned  from  a  trip  to  maintain  the 
churches.  Please pray for  all  of  them and for 
me,  as  well.  These  are  trying  times,  but  the 
pandemic won’t last forever.

Sincerely,

Bishop Joe Mercer



Juan  teaching  and  training 
i n  t w o  o f  t h e  h o u s e 
churches…..


