
 
SOUTH AMERICAN CALL, INC 
Working on the Amazon River and in the slums 

of Chimbote and Pucallpa Peru

Hello Everyone,

I send you sincere Christian greetings. I have 
much  to  tell  you  today.  First  of  all,  the 
pandemic seems to be getting worse in Peru. 
New restrictions are in place at  this  time.  In 
Lima there is a lock down from 6 PM to 6 AM. 
People  are  required  to  stay  in  their  houses 
during these hours. Then they are only allowed 
to be out for an hour to get food, etc. Traveling 
to  Peru  at  this  time  is  not  practical.  Peru  is 
requiring a 14 day quarantine when you arrive 
from the States and many other countries,  as 
well. I know a cab driver in Lima who says that 
his  business  is  really  bad  because  no  one  is 
needing cab rides. 

In Chimbote where we have most of our soup 
kitchens the lockdown is even worse. They are 
not  allowing  people  to  go  to  their  jobs  and 
work. They allow the people to go to the store 
at times, but they have no money since they are 
not working. The Covid-19 is rampant and the 
hospitals  are  overworked.  Many  people  there 
are  afraid  to  go  to  the  hospital  because  they 
believe  you  have  a  much  greater  chance  of 
dying there than at home. 

It is difficult to feed the children, but as you 
can see from the photos, we are doing so. The 
soup kitchen leaders are still having to take the 
food to the children. Some of the pastors in the 
area have Covid.  The pastor of the House of 
Hope has covid as well as his wife who recently 
gave birth. 

Yesterday  I  sent  some  relief  money  to  our 
people  there  in  Chimbote.  Pastors  and  laity 
alike are in desperate need.  Many are dealing 
with  the  disease.  They  are  broke  financially. 
They can’t work. Think about this. They are in 
really deep poverty even in the best of times so 
they have no reserve. They just live from day to 
day… meal to meal. So when the pandemic hit it 
only  got  worse… much  worse.  If  any  of  you 
would like to send extra money I will get it to 
them. I have sent South American Call money, 
as well as some of my own personal money. My 
heart breaks for the people. 

On a  brighter  note,  the work on the river  is 
progressing  nicely.  I  have  two pastors  on the 
river now planting house churches. Reports are 
sketchy  because  of  the  remoteness  of  where 
they are working. One of them is on a 24 day 
trip hoping to plant several house churches. 

One of the pastors who is on the river working 
just sent me a text asking when we would have 
the next congreso. I told him I was ready for 
April,  but without a break in the pandemic I 
saw no way to have it. We’re funded for it, but I 
know of no way to do it. But in the midst of all 
of this I’m getting reports about people being 
saved  and  restored  in  the  jungle.  House 
churches  are  being  planted.  People  are 
receiving  wonderful  teaching  and  Bible  study 
material along with the Heart of Man Chart to 
be used to evangelize. 



In the midst of a world wide pandemic where it would seem that there is no opportunity for 
ministry I find myself in a position to carry on a very successful and fruitful ministry as God goes 
before us to open the way.

Please continue to help us do the work. Without your support the work can’t be done. 

Bishop Joe Mercer
South American Call, Inc
423-309-5217
www.southamericancall, org




