
Hart Beat 

(An E-update for CNYBA Pastors and Key Leaders) 

7 June 2020 

Prayer Requests 
 

• Pastor Bruce Aubrey (Northside, Liverpool) had a surgery that became a 
necessary follow up to last year's surgery.  It was originally scheduled for April 
but with Covid-19 got moved to June.  All went extremely well and he is healing 
toward a new chapter in life!!!  He'll be recovering for a few days and slowed 
down for a few weeks but all is well!  He is home now recovering.  Please keep 
him in your prayers.  Last Sunday Pastor Greg Cunningham brought the message 
on Psalm 19.  On Sunday past, Chris Cali brought the message on Psalm 46.  Next 
week, Pastor Kipper Gingrich will bring a message on Psalm 122.   That will lead 
them into their return to in-person gatherings on June 27-28. 

 

• Pastor Gary Culver (Emory Chapel, Barton) continues to fight cancer.  He will 
step down as pastor soon.  I will be working with the congregation in a pastor 
search process as soon as it is legal to congregate in numbers beyond 10.  Please 
be praying for Gary and Margaret. 
 

• Pastor James Young continues fighting a rare disease that makes it difficult for 
him to stand.  He is in Jewish Rehab Center in Rochester.  There is talk of a 
church merger between Gethsemane, Syracuse and another African American 
Church.  Everything is on hold until after the COVID 19 restrictions.  Please be in 
prayer for James and Juanita.  
 

• Let me ask you to pray for my brother, Carl, who is pastor at Sylvan Hills BC in 
Camden, Arkansas.  On early Saturday morning past he lost a close personal 
friend and deacon.  I know from experience how difficult it is to preach the 
funeral of a close personal friend.  Even though we know that they are in a much 
better place without pain and sorrow, it is still a great personal loss. 
 

• Word has just come that Pastor Wayne Sibrava (Living Water, Owego) also 
lost a close personal friend and former deacon this week.  Although what the song 
writer wrote is true, “this world is not my home, I’m just passing through”, we 
still feel the loss of close personal friends.  Pastor Wayne’s wife, Connie, had 
surgery again today, Monday.  Let’s lift up Wayne and Connie in prayer.  
 

• Pray for our nation!   Pray for peace and justice.   Pray for our leaders.  Pray for 
revival! 
 

Hart to Heart 
 



• Those of you on Facebook know that on Monday past I passed 24 years as a 
Director of Missions here in Upstate New York.  I have been blessed to have been 
given this honor to serve churches and pastors.  It will be a bittersweet moment 
when I step down from this role in October.  I love the churches and pastors of 
CNYBA. 

 

• We do have some good news regarding our move toward retirement.  We have a 
contract on the house!  We still have to go through an inspection and an 
appraisal, but our realtor says everything looks good and we should close in early 
August.  That means we will be moving into the travel trailer sooner than we 
thought.   
 

• I did not expect downsizing to be this difficult.  The more I throw away, give 
away, and/or sell, the more there is to deal with.  It is amazing how much we 
accumulate over time.  I’m learning anew that we have too much “stuff” – a word 
that BTW appears in Josh 7:11 (KJV and NKJV).    There may be a sermon in 
there somewhere entitled “Is It God’s Stuff or My Stuff”. 
 

• Pastor Roscoe Lilly @ Starpoint, Clifton Park began a new sermon series on 
Joseph from the book of Genesis on Sunday past.  On Friday night past on 
Facebook Live Pastor Roscoe led a panel discussion on racism and riots with 
community leader Chris Wright and Sabrina Fontenot, and Police Chief Dan 
Harrigan.  They will follow up with two opportunities to continue this important 
conversation and understanding.  1) They will host a two-week “Undivided” Bible 
study in two formats (in-person & Zoom), each led by minority leaders from the 
church and 2) a Unity Dinner during the week of June 28 where they are 
encouraging their members to invite a family from a different culture and race to 
their home for a cookout to build relationships and to demonstrate a powerful 
lesson to the next generation of church leaders. 
 

• Pastor Bruce Aubrey @ Northside, Liverpool began a new sermon series on 
the Psalms a couple Sundays past.  They hope be back live in the church building 
on the weekend of June 27-28. 
 

• Inlet CC will restart meeting in-person for their Sunday evening small group at 
their normal time, Sunday evening 7:00-8:15 PM, and will meet downstairs in the 
church.  Pastor Phil Huber would also like to start an in-person Sunday morning 
Bible Study, similar to the Psalm study they did this Spring, beginning June 14 
and will be held 9:00-10:00 AM at the church (essentially relaunching adult 
Sunday School).  They cannot yet gather for our corporate worship service, but 
they can gather in person for a small group Bible study.  They will sit six feet 
apart and masks will be required, but they will have coffee, tea, and maybe some 
goodies from Mary’s White Pine Bakery.  Sounds like a place to 
 



•  On Sunday past Lyn and I listened to several messages from God’s Word via TV 
and Facebook Live Stream.  We heard Dr. David Jeremiah (Shadow Mountain 
CC, San Diego, CA), Dr. Robert Jeffers (FBC Dallas, TX), Ed Young (Second BC, 
Houston, TX), Greg Cunningham (Northside, Liverpool. NY), Dan Schallmo 
(Summit, Cazenovia), and Wayne Sibrava (Living Water, Owego). 
 

From Rick & Donna Martin - Our Missionaries to Peru 
 
Greetings! 
 
We have returned to Virginia (the Chesterfield area). Instead of living out of our 
suitcases, we are living in a Missionary House provided by Swift Creek Baptist Church.  
It's the home church of our son's new wife. It is wonderful how God works & moves 
through "life connections!"  
 
The Peruvian quarantine has been extended yet again until June 30th!  We have heard 
mention of the month of October as a possibility for opening up international travel. 
But that is not an official decree, & truly no one knows at this point in time. 
 
We continue to meet with our brothers & sisters from our Ayacucho ministry via 
ZOOM.  We are having a weekly time of prayer, singing & preaching as well as a weekly 
mid-week Bible study.  Rick is also training one of our leaders in sermon preparation & 
he preached last Sunday! 
 
We are trying to ready ourselves for our return by reading (both in English & Spanish), 
exercising, & learning new things (like how to re-string a guitar). 
 
We lift you up during these tense days of the continuing pandemic & social unrest. We 
hope & pray that you are in good health & finding rest & peace in the Lord. 
 
Resting in Him, 
Rick & Donna Martin 
 
This Week in Preview (7-13 June 2020) 
 
Sun (7th)  ANV Tim & Elise (BNCY Church Planting Catalyst & Wife) 
Mon (8th)  ANV  Bob & Julie Teachout (P&W @ Christian Bible, Oneida) 
Tues 9th)  BD  Maryanne Lilly (PW @ Starpoint, Clifton Park) 
Tues (9th)  BD  Luke Brookhart (Worship Pastor @ Living Water, Owego) 
Wed (10th)  ANV Bill & Christina Lower (P&W @ West Hill. Ithaca) 
 
Next Week in Preview (14-20 June 2020) 
 
Sun (14th)  FLAG DAY 
Mon (15th)  ANV  Roger & Doris Best (pioneers in SBC work in upstate NY) 



 
Missionary of the Week 
 
➢ We had Brian & Mendy in CNYBA back in the day during one of our World 

Missions Emphases. 
 
Today we are going to pray for two of our missionaries in Bulgaria. That's a country in 
Eastern Europe. It was part of the old Soviet Union. The government used to teach that 
there is no God. These days, planting new churches in Bulgaria is hard because most 
people are still atheists. They think religion has nothing for them, so they reject the 
gospel without even knowing what it is. Brian and Mandy Davis are our missionaries 
we support in Bulgaria through our church's Cooperative Program giving. They agree 
Bulgaria's spiritual climate is dark, but they point to examples when the light of Christ 
pushes back against that dark. People are becoming Christians. It takes a long time to 
get to know Bulgarians well enough to share Christ with them. Brian and Mandy have 
worked for some time with Donka, an 85-year-old widow. She grew up under 
communism. Donka comes by often to read the Bible. She knows Brian and Mandy 
have something in their lives she needs. But so far she has not accepted Christ. Today, 
let's pray for Brian and Mandy, for Donka and others like her. 
 
Have You Heard This One? 
 
These are actual comments made by North Carolina State Troopers that were taken off 
their car videos: 
 
1. "You know, stop lights don't come any redder than the one you just went through." 
 
2. "Relax, the handcuffs are tight because they're new. They'll stretch after you wear 
them a while." 
 
3. "If you take your hands off the car, I'll make your birth certificate a worthless 
document." 
 
4. "If you run, you'll only go to jail tired." 
 
5. "Can you run faster than 1200 feet per second? Because that's the speed of the bullet 
that will be chasing you." 
 
6. "You don't know how fast you were going? I guess that means I can write anything I 
want to on the ticket, huh?" 
 
7. "Yes, sir, you can talk to the shift supervisor, but I don't think it will help. Oh, did I 
mention that I'm the shift supervisor?" 
 



8. "Warning! You want a warning? O.K, I'm warning you not to do that again or I'll give 
you another ticket." 
 
9. "The answer to this last question will determine whether you are drunk or not. Was 
Mickey Mouse a cat or a dog?" 
 
10. "Fair? You want me to be fair? Listen, fair is a place where you go to ride on rides, 
eat cotton candy and corn dogs and step in monkey poop." 
 
11. "Yeah, we have a quota. Two more tickets and my wife gets a toaster oven." 
 
12. "In God we trust; all others we run through NCIC." (National Crime Information 
Center) 
 
13. "Just how big were those 'two beers' you say you had?" 
 
14. "No sir, we don't have quotas anymore. We used to, but now we're allowed to write 
as many tickets as we can." 
 
15. "I'm glad to hear that the Chief (of Police) is a personal friend of yours. So, you 
know someone who can post your bail." 
 
AND THE WINNER IS.... 
 
16. "You didn't think we give pretty women tickets? You're right, we don't. Sign here."  


