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Prayer Requests 
 

• Connie Sibrava (PE @ Living Water, Owego) – surgery on Tuesday, June 16 
• Gary Culver (Pastor @ Emory Chapel, Barton) – bone cancer 

• James Young (Pastor @ Gethsemane, Syracuse) – rare circulatory disease 
 
Hart to Heart 
 

• Praise the Lord for some nice weather!  Lyn and I have been busy downsizing 
getting ready to move into the travel trailer sooner than we expected.   How did 
we accumulate this much stuff?  If all goes well, the realtor says we will need to be 
out of the house by the first of August.  So, it’s into the truck and trailer before we 
were ready.  We will likely take a couple weeks’ vacation in Minnesota in August 
before heading south in October.  That means that the truck and the trailer and 
WE have to be ready in about 6 weeks.  We’re selling everything that’s not nailed 
down on Facebook Marketplace, making two big piles to go into a dumpster, and 
will have a huge Moving Sale the last couple Friday & Saturdays in July.  We’re 
looking forward to getting back into the churches as they resume in-person 
meetings – starting this week.   

 

• Lyn and I do not have adequate words to fully express our thanks and 
appreciation to those who have sent generous retirement love offerings.  We are 
blown away!   And I am especially grateful for invitations to preach during these 
last few weeks before heading south in October.   God has blessed me beyond 
measurer with the opportunity to serve the churches of Central New York Baptist 
Association. 

 

• Stamford BC is trying a new approach to VBS as the result of the Coronavirus 
crisis.  For VBS 2020 they have decided to do at home VBS.  Children will receive 
a box filled with everything they will need to do VBS at home - including an 
activity book which will go with each lesson and other activities, a book of the 
gospel for each family, a VBS t-shirt, the craft for each day, a snack for each day, 
and other fun odds and ends.  They will be pre-recording music, bible studies, 
and a breakdown of the craft.  It is a pre-registered event so they are able to 
create boxes for each kid.   What a innovative idea!   Waylen Bray is Pastor.    

 

• Starpoint, Clifton Park is choosing to wait to open again until they can create 
the Starpoint worship experience that they have come to know and love.   
However, in the meantime the real church (the people) has been more active 
sharing and showing the love of Jesus than ever before!    Here are just a few 



examples: Their online presence has expanded to allow them to reach more 
people than they ever have before…and far more than they can fit in their current 
auditorium. They have launched brand new Zoom groups, Soul Food, Prayer 
Nights, Anxiety Groups, Drive-thru communion, Easter & Mother’s Day drive-
thru, hosted Sheila Walsh again, helped feed the hungry, Big Bike Blessings, had 
over 60 people receive Christ, given away lots of New Believer Packets…and they 
put their Faith Forward and exceeded their goal to purchase their current 
campus!!! All without meeting in person!   Dr. Roscoe Lilly is Pastor. 
 

• Open Bible Fellowship, Candor resumed their regular in-person Thursday 
Night church on Thursday past – including a fellowship meal, congregational 
singing, missionary moments, prayer time, and Bible study message.   They also 
continued their live stream on Facebook as has been their practice for the past 
year or so.   Chris Corlett is Pastor. 
 

• Inlet CC resumed in-person Sunday worship on Sunday past with several 
specific actions that is mindful of the state issued guidelines and directives.   They 
held two Sunday morning services (9:00 & 11:30) in order to insure they 
complied with the state guidelines of 25% capacity services.  Phil Huber is Pastor. 
 

• Lakeshore, Cicero has a Reboot Initiative:  Pastor Mike McMahon & LBC 
Church leadership is preparing for opening service back up the first of July 
2020.  This month Pastor, assigned several teams to organize, clean, update and 
finish projects to prepare for opening.  Recently Pastor Mike and Beth celebrated 
their 27th wedding anniversary and on June 3rd Pastor Mike celebrated a 
birthday!   
 

• Central, Syracuse will host a Gospel-based in-person Race Reconciliation 
Discussion on Tuesday & Thursday (16 & 18 June) at 6:00 PM at the church (124 
Alden St) with Dr. Victor Clay of Dynamic Life Baptist Ministries in Kansas City, 
MO.  You are invited.   Milton Kornegay is Pastor. 
 

• Pastor Mike Brown (Three Pines, Doraville) is having Coffee with Pastor via 
Zoom on Tuesday mornings at 10 AM. 
 

• The Neighborhood Church resumed in-person church services on Saturday 
evening past – without the fellowship dinner or the children’s ministry.  Bon 
Harris is Pastor. 
 

• Lyons Falls BFC resumed regular in-person Sunday services on Sunday past 
following all the state guidelines – including Sunday School at 9 AM and Worship 
service at 10 AM.   Jeff Ford is Pastor. 
 



• On Thursday evening past Lyn and I enjoyed returning to Open Bible, Candor 
as we resumed in-person services.  I praise the Lord for the privilege of helping to 
plant this church and am looking forward to how God will use Chris Corlett (from 
within the congregation) as Pastor to lead the church into the future. 
 

• On Sunday past Lyn and I worshiped with the good folks at Living Water, 
Owego, where Wayne Sibrava has been pastor since December 1997. 
 

A Testimony 
 
For Father’s Day upcoming I thought it would be appropriate to share this testimony of 
a friend of a friend.   Only God knows the result of sharing the Word of God.   Isaiah 
55:11 
 
"All my life I wanted to be close to my father. When I was just a child, I envied the 
other kids on our block because their fathers were home all the time and they spent 
time doing things together. On the occasions when my father was at home, he slept a 
lot or argued with my mother. Often when my father was home, I would hear him yell 
at me from the screen door. I would come running, no matter where or what I was 
playing, to get him another "pop." It was embarrassing, but when my dad had drunk 
too much to get his own beer, I was his only hope. When he was drinking, my dad 
became quite mean. Staying away from him was the best defense. So that is precisely 
what the rest of my family would do. He was never mean to me because I was so 
young.  
 
"As time went on, my mother realized that the two oldest of her six children were 
becoming victims of the same physical abuse that she was subjected to on a regular 
basis. My mother told my dad she would not divorce him but insisted that he live 
somewhere else. His drinking only got worse, and he eventually lost his job, his 
driver's license, and even his car. As I grew older, I still longed for the love and 
attention of my father. I would call and stop by to see him, but not too often, because 
when he was intoxicated, he was a very different man than when he was sober. Our 
family prayed that our dad would find the Lord and change his way of life, but when 
we confronted him, he would say, "You don't understand; I enjoy drinking and the 
way it makes me feel."  
 
"One day I stopped by my dad's little apartment, and he said he had something very 
important to tell me. He had given his heart to the Lord and, without any help, he was 
going to give up drinking, smoking, cursing, and his bad attitude. I must admit, 
although I was very happy, it just seemed too good to be true. I wasn't sure what had 
brought him to this great turn of events, but I was too happy to care. It wasn't long 
before life really changed for my dad. He found a job at a woodworking shop which 
made propellers for airplanes. God blessed him with a better lifestyle and a church 
where he felt he belonged. He got his driver's license back and even got another car. 
My dad got to see a lot more of his children and we were eager to make up for lost 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55:11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55:11&version=KJV


time. God blessed us all by giving us the chance to get to know the real man hidden 
inside of the drunk he had become.  
 
"Two years later, my dad found out he had cancer of the liver. He had a real inner 
peace because he had the Lord. He lived with us for one more year before he died. We 
all praise God for not taking him before he was ready to die. We knew that it wasn't 
the fear of having cancer that had made him turn his life around, because he did not 
have any health problems when he accepted Jesus. We still did not know what had 
influenced him to turn his life over to Christ. Most people would have thought it was 
impossible for him to change. My question was finally answered while sorting 
through my dad's personal belongings. I found a well-used brown Gideon Testament 
with the back page fully filled out. My dad had signed his name and put the date, 
including the hour and minute when he gave his life to the Lord. I had just discovered 
that my dad had been saved through reading a Gideon Testament when I was invited 
by The Gideons to attend a dinner meeting. I couldn't say no after learning that my 
father's life had been changed by reading that Testament. I became a Gideon so that I 
can reach out to as many people as I can with God's Word. The Gideon Testament 
helped change my dad's life. I hope that his testimony will bless the ministry of 
Gideons and encourage us to keep working." 
 
Missionary of the Week 
 
Rowland Heights is one of many cities that make up Greater Los Angeles. It's north of 
Anaheim, where Disneyland is. Few tourists will visit Rowland Heights. Asians and 
Hispanics make up 87 percent of the population and 60 percent of the people were 
born outside the United States. This is where we want to focus our prayer time today, 
because this is where our missionaries, Mitchell and Elaina Perez, are planting new 
churches. This is Mitchell's home town, so he knows it well. We support these 
missionaries through our church's Cooperative Program giving. They first planted a 
new church called Home Church. They want to reach the children of immigrants - 
those second and third generation folks who were born here, but still identify with an 
Asian or Hispanic culture. Mitchell and Elaina want to cover a big area and reach many 
kinds of people, so they have home meetings on Friday nights in eight different 
communities. Sundays they gather everyone together for worship. A lot of their growth 
happens because members invite people who are not church members. Wherever 
people come from, they need Jesus! Let's pray for Mitchell and Elaina now. 
 
Have You Heard This One? 
 
THIS IS WHY WE LOVE CHILDREN 
 
2) OPINIONS:  On the first day of school, a first-grader handed his teacher a note from 
his mother. The note read, 'The opinions expressed by this child are not necessarily 
those of his parents.' 
 



3) KETCHUP:  A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the jar. During her 
struggle the phone rang so she asked her 4-year-old daughter to answer the phone. 
'Mommy can't come to the phone to talk to you right now. She's hitting the bottle.' 
                                                                         
5) POLICE # 1 While taking a routine vandalism report at an elementary school, I was 
interrupted by a little girl about 6 years old. Looking up and down at my uniform, she 
asked, 'Are you a cop?   Yes,' I answered and continued writing the report.   'My mother 
said if I ever needed help, I should ask the police. Is that right?'   'Yes, that's right,' I 
told her.  'Well, then,' she said as she extended her foot toward me, 'would you please 
tie my shoe?' 
 
6) POLICE # 2 It was the end of the day when I parked my police van in front of the 
station. As I gathered my equipment, my K-9 partner, Jake, was barking, and I saw a 
little boy staring in at me.   'Is that a dog you got back there?' he asked.  'It sure is,' I 
replied.   Puzzled, the boy looked at me and then towards the back of the van. Finally. 
he said, 'What'd he do?' 
 
8) ELDERLY While working for an organization that delivers lunches to elderly shut-
ins, I used to take my 4-year-old daughter on my afternoon rounds. She was unfailingly 
intrigued by the various appliances of old age, particularly the canes, walkers and 
wheelchairs. One day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass. As I 
braced myself for the inevitable barrage of questions, she merely turned and 
whispered, 'The tooth fairy will never believe this!' 
 
10) DEATH   While walking along the sidewalk in front of his church, our minister 
heard the intoning of a prayer that nearly made his collar wilt. Apparently, his 5-year-
old son and his playmates had found a dead robin. Feeling that proper burial should be 
performed, they had secured a small box and cottonwool, then dug a hole and made 
ready for the disposal of the deceased.   The minister's son was chosen to say the 
appropriate prayers and with sonorous dignity intoned his version of what he thought 
his father always said: 'Glory be unto the Faaather, and unto the Sonnn, and into the 
hole he goooes.' (I want this line used at my funeral!) 
 
11) SCHOOL  A little girl had just finished her first week of school. 'I'm just wasting my 
time,' she said to her mother. 'I can't read, I can't write, and they won't let me talk!' 
 
12) BIBLE A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered 
through the old pages. Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He picked up the 
object and looked at it. What he saw was an old leaf that had been pressed in between 
the pages.   'Mama, look what I found,' the boy called out.   'What have you got there, 
dear?'   With astonishment in the young boy's voice, he answered, 'I think it's Adam's 
underwear!' 
 
Smile.....I did! 


