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Hart to Heart 
 

• Its been a couple of weeks since the last issue of HART BEAT.  There hasn’t been 
much news to report. 

 
• Let me encourage you to pray for the following: 
 
✓ Pastor Gary Culver (Emory Chapel, Waverly) – cancer issues 
✓ Me as I consult with Emory Chapel regarding a pastor search 
✓ Pastor James Young as he continues to be in a rehab facility due to a rare 

disease that causes his legs to be unable to support his weight 
✓ Pastors who have been deeply affected by the COVID 19 shut down 
✓ Lyn and me as we embrace the daunting task of downsizing into the travel 

trailer. 
✓ The sale of our house. 

 

• Today (Monday, 1 June) marks 24 years I have served as a Director of Missions 
here in upstate New York.   I am blessed to have been given this opportunity.  As 
you probably already know, I have announced that I will retire from this role at 
the close of the CNYBA annual meeting October 3rd.   This year the annual 
meeting will be held at Lakeshore, Cicero. 
 

• Inlet CC has resumed their Sunday evening in-person small group, with a limit 
of 10 attendees.  If necessary, they will begin a second Sunday evening in-person 
small group.   Pastor Phil Huber is posting a weekly “sermonette” on their You 
Tube channel weekly (usually Wednesday evening).  These are 10 to 15-minute 
reflections on Scripture on topics he thinks is relevant to current circumstances.   
There are nine posted, along with a full Easter sermon.  

 

• Central. Syracuse just concluded a Wednesday through Sunday in-person “Old 
Fashion Revival” with evangelist Royce Williams.   Milt Kornegay is Pastor. 

 

• Northside, Liverpool Pastor Bruce Aubrey began a new sermon series on 
Sunday past entitled “Summer in the Psalms.”   For eight weekends, they will be 
looking at eight psalms.    Pastor Bruce writes, “There's never been a better 
hymnbook.  This songbook of 150 songs rings out with themes of worship, hope 
and honesty.  These songs speak of the greatness of God and the awesome 
opportunity we have to praise Him and walk with Him through all of life's 
mountains and valleys.   I also want to challenge you to read through the book of 
Psalms in 50 days.  From the opening Sunday to the closing Sunday of the series 

https://inletcommunitychurch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7627999ec8a2b55273f72514&id=273471e2fe&e=0511e09e9d
https://inletcommunitychurch.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7627999ec8a2b55273f72514&id=273471e2fe&e=0511e09e9d


is exactly 50 days.  If you read three a day, you can read through the book during 
this series - or just do it sometime this summer.  This is a time for growth and 
renewal.  How do we get through these days?  Seek the Lord, and soak your heart 
with His word.  The Psalms is a great place to start.” 

 
• In consultation with our CNYBA Leadership Team, we will be sending a second 

love offering to CNYBA Pastors who have been extremely financially adversely 
affected by the Coronavirus shutdown.   Praise the Lord that over the years we 
have been able to build a Reserve Fund that allows us to do this. 

 
• On Sunday past Lyn and I listened to various preachers beginning at 9:30 AM 

and running through mid-afternoon.  We heard Dr. David Jeremiah (Shadow 
Mountain CC in San Diego, CA) and Dr. Robert Jeffers (First Baptist in Dallas, 
TX) via TV as has been our custom over the past several weeks of the COVID 19 
shutdown.  Then we watched and listened via Face Book live stream to several 
pastors from CNYBA.  We heard Jamie Terry (Christ Is King, Syracuse), Dr. 
Bruce Aubrey (Northside, Liverpool), Wayne Sibrava (Living Water, 
Owego), Mike Brown (Three Pines, Doraville), Dan Schallmo (Summit. 
Cazenovia), Mike Mazzye (Renovation, North Syracuse), Al Weaver (Open 
Door, Clyde), and John DePugh (Newark BC).  We’ve been trying to spend 
about as much time listening to various preachers each week as we would have 
spent traveling to hear one.  We are hopeful that next Sunday we will be “back on 
the road again” visiting in one of our CNYBA churches. 

 
This Week in Preview 
 

• Wed (June 3) – BD  Jessica Ford (PW @ Lyons Falls BC) 

• Thurs (June 4) -  ANV  Ken & Sue Fallon (P&W @ Crossroads, Sherburne) 
• Thurs (June 4) – BD  Faith Smith (PW @ Emmanuel, Cortland) 

• Sat (June 6) – BD  Bruce Aubrey (Pastor @ Northside, Liverpool 

• Sun (June 7) – ANV Tim & Elise Bissell (NAMB Ch Planting Catalyst & Wife) 
 
June Ministry Anniversaries 
 

• Ed Hart – DOM since June 1, 1996 

• Tim Bissell – CNYBA Church Planting Catalyst since June 2004 

• Charles Matthews – Pastor @ Church Street, Elmira since June 2010 
 
Missionary of the Week 
 
(How appropriate that we are praying for one of our missionaries who is serving in the 
epicenter of the tragic event that has spawned protests and riots across our country.  
Let’s pray a little harder and more fervently for this particular missionary this week) 

 



In recent years, people from around the world have been coming to the United States to 
live. The nations are coming to us.   Today in our prayer time, we will pray for two of 
our missionaries who are responding to this.   Philip Nache came from Nigeria, Africa, 
to the United States to attend seminary. When he visited Minneapolis-St. Paul in 
Minnesota, he realized many Africans were there - more than 100,000 immigrants and 
refugees. But there were few churches for them. "They were like a sheep without a 
shepherd," he said.   So Philip and his wife, Jummai, moved to the Twin Cities in 2015 
and planted Hope of Nations Gospel Church.   Of course, Africa has many nations and 
language groups.   Africans asked him to plant a church for their groups.  So, Phillip 
started teaching classes that trained Africans in how to plant churches.   One man he 
trained returned to South Sudan to plant churches - home and overseas missions.  Our 
churches are supporting Philip and Jummai in Minnesota through our Cooperative 
Program giving.    This is how we impact lives with the gospel in Minnesota and 
countries around the world as well. 

 
Have You Heard This One? 
 
As a Preacher's son I've sang at many funerals & I was recently asked by a funeral 
director to sing at a graveside service for a homeless man.   He had no family or friends, 
so the service was to be at a pauper's cemetery out in the country.   As I was not 
familiar with the area, I got lost.   I finally arrived an hour late and saw that the funeral 
guy had evidently gone and the hearse was nowhere in sight.   There were only the 
diggers and crew left and they were eating lunch.   I felt badly and apologized to the 
men for being late.   I went to the side of the grave and looked down and the vault lid 
was already in place.   I didn’t know what else to do, so I started to play.    The workers 
put down their lunches and began to gather around.   I played out my heart and soul for 
this man with no family and friends.   I played like I’ve never played before for this 
homeless man.   As I played “Amazing Grace”, the workers began to cry.   They cried, I 
cried, we all cried together.   When I finished, I packed up my keyboard and started for 
my car.   Though my head hung low, my heart was full.   As I opened the door to my car, 
I heard one of the workers say, “I’ve never seen nothin’ like that before and I’ve been 
putting in septic tanks for twenty years.”  
 


