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Hart to Heart 
 

• There is not much news from across Central New York Baptist Association this 
week.  We are still technically in lock down, although there appears to be some 
movement toward reopening. 

 

• I have heard of only two CNYBA churches that are having in person worship.   
The Good News Church in Waverly did not shut down and are continuing to meet 
in person.  Newark Baptist Fellowship Church in Newark began in person 
worship on Sunday past, but are also continuing to do live streaming on Face 
Book.  There may be others of whom I am not aware. 

 
• Starpoint, Clifton Park is meeting each week day at noon on Facebook Live 

for a 15-minute devotional together.  They are spending part of their lunch time 
feeding their soul as they go through the Gospel of Mark together.  On May 29th  
(for Middle School Students) and May 30th (for High School Students) they are 
holding Locked Out -Lock Ins via Zoom.   Since they started church online 43 
people have raised their hand and 17 people have text in that they have decided 
to follow Jesus for the first time!!!   PTL!!!   Dr. Roscoe Lilly is Pastor. 

 

• Through your gifts to the CNYBA budget you help support Pastor Devon 
Bartholomew and his wife Kate as our missionaries to the students on the 
campus of Syracuse University/ESF.  He writes in the midst of our current 
lockdown situation, “ The mission is not canceled. Kate and I have maintained 
our schedule by meeting with students for discipleship, worship service, and 
leadership training. We have also been working to check-in with our alumni. 
(Some ministry stats below).   Over the summer, we are following a new 
format developed with direction from our students. We will maintain a Sunday 
gathering at 4PM EST, discipleship groups, and Friday fun nights at 9PM. I'm 
excited that several students have agreed to teach during the Sunday gathering, 
as I provide coaching on public presentation and Bible study skills.   Looking 
toward to Fall 2020, Syracuse University expects to have students on campus. We 
are working to understand what that will look like and how God will call us to 
serve the campus community in new ways.   Keep us and Syracuse 
University/ESF students in your prayers.”  Here are some ministry stats: Weekly 
Student Participation 50, Students in discipleship groups 20, Student check-ins 
80, and Alumni & Partner Check-ins 200. 

 

• Northside, Liverpool rejoices over 5 people requesting baptism after a recent 
on-line service!   Their Annie Armstrong Easter Offering goal was $10,000.  They 



gave over $16,000!   For Mother's Day, in honor of Moms, they gave $1500 to 
New Hope Family Services, and $1000 to the Samaritan Center in Syracuse.  Dr. 
Bruce Aubrey is Pastor. 
 

• On Sunday past Lyn and I worshiped throughout the day as we watched and 
heard Dr. David Jeremiah (San Diego, CA), Dr. Robert Jeffers (Dallas, TX), Arnie 
Johnson (Ulster, PA), Mike Brown (Doraville, NY), Dan Schallmo (Cazenovia, 
NY), Wayne Sibrava (Owego, NT), Dr. Bruce Aubrey (Liverpool, NY), John 
DePugh (Newark, NY), and Bob Teachout (Oneida, NY). 

 
• On Sunday afternoon past Lyn and I enjoyed a porch visit (with appropriate 

social distancing) with Rick and Donna Martin, our missionaries to Peru who are 
“stuck” here in the USA waiting for international travel restrictions to be lifted.  
They have been staying with their daughter and son-in-law in Apalachin before, 
during, and after the birth of another grandchild.  They are headed back down to 
Virginia in the hopes that international travel from VA might happen before it 
does from NY.  

 

• Don’t Forget:  The 2020 CNYBA Annual Meeting will be held at Lakeshore, 
Cicero on Saturday October 3. 

 
This Week in Preview 
 

• 18th  BD  Moe Wright (PW @ Canastota BC) 
 
Missionary of the Week 
 
We know that whoever works with young people helps shape the future. And today 
during our prayer time, we are going to pray for two of our missionaries who are 
shaping the future of the Philippines. Randy and Anita Jordan serve in Manila, the 
capital city of the Philippines. We support them through our church's Cooperative 
Program giving. They work with students at three major universities in metro Manila. 
That means they reach students for Christ and disciple them in the Christian faith. 
Most of these students have, at most, only heard the name "Jesus." They do not know 
Him personally or even know that's possible. One young man named Aviel was not a 
Christian, so every time he had a problem, he got angry and blamed God. Another 
student shared the gospel with Aviel and took him to church, where he met Randy and 
Anita. They discipled Aviel and his life turned around. As we pray today, let's ask God 
to give Randy and Anita wisdom as they work with students. One day these students 
will shape the future of their country, the Philippines. Let's pray that future includes 
Jesus Christ! 
 
Have You Heard This One? 
 



Sitting on the side of the highway waiting to catch speeding drivers,  a State Police 
Officer sees a car puttering along at 22 MPH. He thinks  to himself, “This driver is just 
as dangerous as a speeder!” So he turns  on his lights and pulls the driver over. 
Approaching the car, he notices that there are five old ladies — two in  the front seat 
and three in the back – eyes wide and white as ghosts.   The driver, obviously confused, 
says to him, “Officer, I don’t understand, I was doing exactly the speed limit! What 
seems to be the problem?”   “Ma’am,” the officer replies, “You weren’t speeding, but 
you should know that driving slower than the speed limit can also be a danger to other 
drivers.”   “Slower than the speed limit?” she asked. No sir, I was doing the speed limit 
exactly… Twenty-Two miles an hour!” the old woman says a bit proudly. The State 
Police officer, trying to contain a chuckle explains to her that “22” was the route 
number, not the speed limit.    A bit embarrassed, the woman grinned and thanked the 
officer for pointing out her error.   “But before I let you go, Ma’am, I have to ask… Is 
everyone in this car ok?   These women seem awfully shaken and they haven’t muttered 
a single peep this whole time.” the officer asks.   “Oh, they’ll be alright in a minute 
officer.    We just got off Route 119.” 


