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Hart to Heart 
 

• A big thank you to those who have been praying for me as I have dealt with a 
partial knee replacement and rehab while quarantined at home.  I’m happy to 
report that the surgeon’s office has reported that my progress is great with no 
restrictions until my next visit in 6 weeks.   A special thanks to those of you who 
called, texted, or emailed to give encouragement along the way.  I many ways this 
has been a great time for me to be stuck at home.  With computer and phone, I 
have been able to available to those who have needed to consult, collaborate, 
counsel, or chat AND my desk is almost clean.  Hopefully, with the weather 
getting better, I’ll be able to get back outside to begin the gargantuan task of 
downsizing in preparation for the house selling and approaching retirement. 
 

• During the wee hours of Sunday morning past I received a phone call from my 
sister-in-law that my brother Carl, who is pastor at a rural church in South 
Arkansas, was in the hospital with a heart attack.  Because of the severity of the 
attack they felt he should be transported to the Heart Hospital in Little Rock (2 
½ hours away).  Because of bad weather they had to transport him via ambulance 
rather than helicopter.  He went straight into the heart Cath lab, where 2 stints 
were inserted.  I was able to talk with him later in the morning and, praise the 
Lord, he was doing fine.  He called earlier this morning (Monday) and he was on 
the way home with 2 new stints and 3 more meds.   The Lord is good! 
 

• Because of the technology of Go-To-Meeting our Leadership Team has been able 
to meet and function.   Here are recommendations from the CNYBA Leadership 
Team that have gone out to the pastors.  Due to the COVID-19 shut-down 
situation, they decided that doing an ‘email Executive Board Vote’ would be more 
likely to be successful that trying to get the Executive Board to do a face to face 
meeting.  So far, no church has objected to the recommendations.  Unless 
substantial opposition is forthcoming from the churches, these recommendations 
will be considered approved by the churches. 
 
1. That we cancel the CNYBA 2020 May Executive Board/Mid-year Meeting due 

to the coronavirus situation 

2. The we move the Annual Meeting up to the 1st Saturday in October 

3. That we accept the following two churches into CNYBA fellowship as “watch 

care” churches until they can be officially approved at the next Executive 

Board Meeting 



✓ Nepali Church of Utica, NY 

✓ Oswego Bible Baptist Church of Oswego, NY    

4. That we use up to (but not more than) $15,000 from the Reserve Fund (which 
now stands at about $70,000) during April and May to help  CNYBA  pastors 

whose family income has been decreased significantly by COVID-19 AND that 

the Director of Missions in consultation with Tim Bissell and Steve Sallis 

discretely distribute the funds as deemed appropriate. 

5. That we, in accordance with our By-laws, elect the following to join the officers 
to form an Ad Hoc DOM Search Committee (every zone represented) 

✓ (NW) - John DePugh 
✓ (NE) - Sam Macri 
✓ (SE) - John Mark Bray 
✓ (SYR) -  Steve Sallis 
OFFICERS 
✓ (XNE)- Jeff Ford (Moderator) 
✓ (SW)- Bill Lower (Assistant Moderator) 
✓ (BING) - Lyn Hart (Clerk) 
✓ (BING) - Lary Hyde (Treasurer) 
✓ (BING) - Karen Sorensen (Assistant Treasurer) 

 
6. That we select Steve Sallis as the Chairman of the DOM Search Committee 

 
New York Disaster Relief Call-out 
  
This is Lary Hyde, your Northeast Region 3 Feeding Representative. 
There is an immediate need for feeding teams to assist Pennsylvania / South Jersey 
Disaster Relief who will be preparing meals from a fixed kitchen in Glen Mills, PA. 
It's a medical facility so it will be safe and sanitary. We will be preparing meals for non-
COVID19 patients at a temporary intermediate care hospital for patients who are 
rehabbing to go home. I cannot overstate how big this is and how badly you are needed. 
You need to know that DR volunteers deploying to this response are exempt from the 
Stay-at-Home Order. 
The deployment will be for a total of 8 days, beginning on Saturday (Travel Day) thru 
the completion of the lunch meal on the following Sunday. 
Teams will consist of 8 people maximum, due to social distancing guidelines and the 
relatively low meal counts. YOU MUST COMMIT TO THE TOTAL 8 DAYS. 
I am going to give you 2 options but understand that right now we will only be taking 
one team. There will be more opportunities coming as this callout is scheduled out for 6 
months. 
Option 1: 
 Leave New York on Saturday May 9 – Return Sunday May 17 
Option 2: 



 Leave New York on Saturday May 16 – Return Sunday May 24 
Since I will be leading the team, whichever option get 7 people to sign up first will be 
the one that responds this time. 
Please Note: Once you have decided to join a deployment team please take 
extra measures to ensure that you minimize any possibility of bringing 
anything into this hospital. Stay Home as much as possible, stay away from 
others, etc.  Also once you have decided to go I will send you some self-
screening information for you to review. 
Deployment details will be shared with the team once we have a team assembled. Once 
again this will be a safe environment.  Extra precautions are being taken to ensure our 
safety.  
If you are willing to commit to one of these options please send your name, contact 
information and the options that you choose to   Laryhydesr@gmail.com 
If you have questions you can call me at 623-302-0080 
I am requesting that you make your decision and let me know by the end of the day on 
Monday April 20. 
 

 
• Casa de Paz, Syracuse has witnessed 5 professions of faith in recent days, even 

as they are only meeting via Zoom – 2 on March 31, 2 on April 5, and on Tuesday 
past Pastor Alex River’s mother professed faith in Christ at the end of the Zoom 
Bible Study!!!!   They now have 2 in pre-marital counseling and 4 awaiting 
baptism.  PTL!!! 

 

• On Sunday past, as has been our custom of late, Lyn and I started our 
Resurrection Sunday worship with the good folks at Shadow Mountain 
Community Church in San Diego, CA, where Pastor David Jeremiah preached a 
strong message on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Immediately following that 
we switched TV channels and worshipped with Michael W. Smith and Franklin 
Graham coming to us from Central Park in New York City with the Samaritan 
Purse field hospital in the background.  What a great evangelistic message from 
God’s Word!  After that, by way of some great modern technology I was able to 
watch and hear messages from Pastor Mike Brown at Three Pines, Doraville, 
Pastor Phil Huber at Inlet CC, Pastor John DePugh at Newark BFC, Pastor 
Karl Novak at Cedar Bluff (MS) BC,  Youth Pastor Rick Peck at Lakeshore, 
Cicero, and Pastor Bob Harris at The Neighborhood Church, Syracuse.   

 
Missionary of the Week 
 
Most of us probably remember the terrible hurricane that struck Puerto Rico in 2017.  

Hurricane Maria destroyed many homes on the island. Two of our missionaries, we 
support through the Cooperative Program, were there. Today in our prayer time we 
want to think about what happened after that storm.  
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Our church supports the North American Mission Board through our Cooperative 
Program giving. One of the board's ministries is disaster relief.  

The board provided a generator to Jorge Santiago, our missionary in Puerto Rico. 
Remember that thousands were without electricity after the hurricane.  

So Jorge moved the generator around and helped many people by providing them 
electricity. Many days he powered a local school. Other times he took it to homes so 
families could do laundry. As he provided them free power, he also told them how the 
saving power of the gospel could be theirs through faith in Christ. Many people became 
Christians. Now Jorge has started a new church and most of the members are people he 
ministered to after the hurricane. It was a terrible hurricane - but God helped good to 
come from it.  

Let's pray for him and his wife, Rebecca, now.  

 
Have You Heard This One? 
 

On an overseas flight, a lawyer and an older man were in adjoining seats. 

The lawyer asked the senior if he’d like to play a little game. The older man was tired, 
and he told the lawyer he only wanted to sleep. 

But the lawyer insisted the game was a lot of fun.  

“Here’s how it works,” he said. “I’ll ask you a question. If you can’t come up with the 
answer, you have to give me a dollar. Then it’s your turn to ask me one. But if I can’t 
answer it, I have to give you $20.” 

The senior figured if he just got this over with, maybe he could get some sleep. So he 
agreed to play. 

The first question from the lawyer was “How far apart are the earth and the moon?” 

The senior stayed completely silent, reached for a dollar, and gave it to the lawyer. 
Then he said, “My turn. What walks upstairs backward and comes downstairs 
forward?” 

The lawyer was stumped. He thought and thought. He tried to remember all the riddles 
he knew. He searched every corner of his brain. 

He even cheated and asked the flight attendants and other passengers. 

Finally he gave up. He woke up the older man and gave him a twenty. The senior 
stuffed the twenty in his coat and went immediately back to sleep.  

The lawyer couldn’t stand it. He woke up the older man and said, “I have to know. 
What walks upstairs backward and comes downstairs forward?” 



The senior got out his wallet, gave the lawyer a dollar, and went back to sleep. 


