
Hart Beat 

(An E-update for CNYBA Pastors and Key Leaders) 

8 March 2020 

 
Hart to Heart 
 

• Please keep praying for Pastors Gary Culver and James Young, who are 
experiencing major health issues.  Also pray for Connie Sibrava, wife of Pastor 
Wayne Sibrava, who is recovering from foot surgery and some complications that 
followed which required multiple surgeries. 
 

• A hearty Thank You to all of you who have called, emailed, texted, messengered, 
etc. regarding my recent knee replacement surgery.   I am progressing.  I see the 
surgeon tomorrow.  I’m doing exercises 3 thimes a day and going to physical 
therapy twice a week.  Yes, it hurts, but I am told that the pain will subside and 
the knee pain I’ve lived with for at least the past six months will dissipate.  I’m 
not quite back to 100 %, but I’m on the way. 

 
• Please save the date of May 2nd on your calendar.  On that date we will hold the 

2020 Mid-year Meeting of CNYBA at Lyons Falls BBC.   
 

• Northside. Liverpool will host a speaker from Ravi Zachiarias ministries - 
Sam Raju from India – who will speak on the subject of 'why suffering?'  That's 
Friday night March 20th at 7pm.   It's open to the public and there is no charge.   
>  They will also host a ‘Keep The Fire Burning’ Conference this fall in 
conjunction with the Annual Baptist Convention of New York conference in 
September, which will include Richard Blackaby as one of the speakers  >  At 
least 74 people have made decisions for Christ in the last two weeks through their 
Upward sports ministry.   Dr. Bruce Aubrey is Pastor. 

 
• Starpoint, Clifton Park  will hold  3 special prayer services in the Annex at 

6:30 pm March 5, 12, 19, as they ask God to move on their church’s behalf as they 
move forward in faith.  > They will hold a baptismal service on March 29th  >  On 
Wednesday, April 8 they will hold Big Give Donut Day, where they will be sharing 
and showing the love of Jesus by blessing businesses in Clifton Park and the 
surrounding area with donuts!  They'll be picking up donuts early in the morning, 
putting some stickers on the boxes, then going out in teams of 2 to distribute the 
donuts, in an attempt to show their community God's love this Easter season!   
Dr. Roscoe Lilly is Pastor.  

 

• Baptist Campus Church, Syracuse University baptized three on Sunday 
past.  Devon Bartholomew is Pastor/Campus Minister  

 



• Emory Chapel, Barton celebrated the 91st birthday of member Dana Smith 
with a cake and coffee time after Sunday morning worship.   Gary Culver is 
Pastor. 

 

• On Sunday past Lyn worshiped with the good folks at Living Water, Owego 
while I remained at home icing my knee.  I had attended church on Thursday 
night at Open Bible, Candor and was pretty active on Friday and Saturday.  I 
thought that surely I could be out and about 12 days after surgery.  Apparently 
that is not enough time.  I got up Sunday morning with much pain.  My wife 
convinced me to stay home and ice the knee.  This marked the first time I can 
recall ever missing attending worship on Sunday morning two Sundays in a row. 

 
This Week in Preview 
 

• 10th  BD  Kathy Aubrey (PW @ Northside, Liverpool) 
• 10th  BD  Ada Abreu (PW @ Transformation, Syracuse) 

• 11th  BD   Bhim Biswa (Pastor @ Syracuse Nepali) 

• 12th  OBF Leadership Team Meeting 
• 13th   BD  Hanah Song (PW @ Vestal Korean) 

 
Missionary of the Week 
 
The city of Burbank is only about 17 square miles, but its influence is worldwide.  
That's because the major studios that make many of the movies and TV shows seen 
around the world are produced in Burbank. It's generally part of Greater Los Angeles.  
We focus our prayer time on Burbank today. Because two of our missionaries - Matt 
and Laura Lawson - have planted a new church right in the middle of Burbank.  
In fact, the church meets in the Colony Theater on North Third Street. They call their 
church Story City Church because some big stories are told from Burbank.  
But Matt and Laura want to share the TRULY biggest story, the one about the coming 
of Jesus Christ into the world. If they can share the gospel with the people who so 
influence the world's thinking, imagine what could happen.  
They have been able to minister to couples having marriage troubles and sometimes 
have been able to prevent divorces. They also minister to the community by offering 
free haircuts, health screenings and an annual Easter egg hunt.  
Our church is supporting Matt and Laura through our Cooperative Program giving. We 
want to pray for them now.  
 
Have You Heard This One? 
 
A gentleman has 50 yard line Super Bowl tickets. When he sat down, he noticed that 
the seat next to him was empty. He asked the man on the other side of the empty seat 
whether anyone was sitting there. "No, it is empty. " "That is incredible, who in their 
right mind would have a seat for the biggest sporting event in the world and not use it?" 



The second man replied, "Well, the seat belongs to me actually. I was supposed to come 
with my wife, but she passed away. This is the first Super Bowl we have not been 
together since we got married in 1967. " "Oh, I am sorry, that is terrible. But could you 
not find someone else. A friend, relative, or a neighbor to take the seat?" The man 
shook his head. "No, they are all at the funeral." 


