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Hart to Heart 
 

• Please pray for two of our Pastors who are experiencing severe health issues.   (1) 
Pastor James Young is battling a rare condition that makes it hard for blood to 
flow to his lower extremities, thus making it impossible for him to stand.  (2)  
Pastor Gary Culver is battling bone cancer.  Last week he fell and broke his leg in 
three places.  He will be going to rehab any day now.  

 

• PTL!! This week we received an application to affiliate with CNYBA from Bible 
Baptist Church in Oswego, where Steve Sallis is serving an Interim Pastor.   I 
have preached in this church a couple of times and believe they will be an asset to 
our association.   Earlier we had received an application to affiliate with CNYBA 
from Nepali Community Church in Utica, where Sancha Man Rai is Pastor.  
When our CNYBA Leadership Team meets in preparation for the Mid-year 
Meeting, I will ask them to acknowledge the applications of these two churches 
and receive them “under watch care” until they can be officially received at the 
CNYBA Mid-year Meeting.  The addition of these two churches will bring to 45 
the number of churches currently affiliated with CNYBA. 
 

• Another week of multiple doctors’ visits in preparation for partial knee surgery on 
Tuesday.  As far as I know, almost everything has been done that needs to be 
done and surgery is on for sometime Tuesday.  I still have a couple thig s to do to 
night and in the morning.   While at the pre-surgery meeting with the orthopedic 
surgeon I asked him if I’d be able to swim after surgery.  He said “Yes, as soon as 
we know that everything is healing properly and there is no sign of infection.”  I 
said, “Great! I’ve never been able to swim before.”   Fortunately, this surgeon has 
a great sense of humor. 

 

• The CNYBA Leadership Team will meet via Go-To-Meeting on March 2nd to fulfill 
their duty, as laid out in our CNYBA Policies, to nominate three at large people to 
serve with the current officers on the Director of Missions Search Committee.  
These three will be nominated to be elected by the Executive Board, meeting 
immediately prior to the Mid-year Meeting on May 2nd. 

 

• Tonight, Monday, February 24th, I met with The Neighborhood Church, 
Syracuse Project Team in a combination face-to-face and go-to-meeting 
meeting.  This allowed me to be home to do some pre-surgery stuff and still be in 
the Project Team meeting.  Present in the meeting besides me was Tim Bissell 
(NAMB Church Planting Catalyst), Bob Harris (TNC Pastor), and Linda Silas 
(TNC Bookkeeper).  PTL for technology. 



 

• An early reminder:   Daylight Savings Time will begin early Sunday morning on 
March 8th.  We will “spring ahead”, translated means we will lose an hour of 
sleep. 

 

• Another early reminder:  The 2020 Mid-year Meeting of Central New York 
Baptist Association will be held at Lyons Falls BC on Saturday in May 2nd from 
10 AM til Noon. 

 

• I got a call this week from the company that has hosted our CNYBA web site for 
the past 13 years.  During the conversation I was authorized to offer our churches 
a substantial discount on the already low cost of having a web site.  If your church 
does not have a web site, or if they would like to save some money on having a 
web site, please call me.  I can attest to the fact that this template-based web site 
is very user friendly.  Almost anyone could learn to help their church have a web 
presence. 

 
• On Sunday past Lyn and I worshiped with the good folks at Jefferson BC. 

Where I was privileged to preach in the absence of Pastor Frank Adams, who was 
attending a conference in Georgia with his wife, Julie.   

 
This Week in Preview 
 

• Tues 25th  Partial Knee Replacement surgery 

• Thurs 27th  ANV  Bernie & Kristen Elliott (AS&W @ Missio, Syracuse) 
 
Missionary of the Week 
 
Today in our prayer time we will pray for two missionaries who have served 15 years in 
East Asia. We'll call them Jeremiah and Joy Farmer. Even here, we won't use their real 
names because they face threats every day where they serve. Our church supports them 
through our Cooperative Program giving.  
When the Farmers were called to East Asia, the population was 650 million people - 
and 80 percent of them had never heard of Jesus. It was an overwhelming challenge! 
How could they reach so many? To prepare, Jeremiah attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. That's our school in Fort Worth, Texas. It's one of six seminaries 
our church supports, again through our Cooperative Program.  
Now let's count the miracles God sent! Over the last 15 years, Jeremiah and Joy have 
seen more than 700 churches planted; two and a half million people have heard the 
gospel and 45,000 lost people have come to faith in Christ! More than 2,500 leaders 
have been trained.  
All this has happened in a region that's hostile to Christianity! Now, let's thank God for 
these missionaries - and our school that helped them prepare to serve. Let's ask for 
more missionaries to go help!  



 
Have You Heard This One? 
 
• You can put this one under “How not to witness” 
 

here was a barber that thought that he should share his faith with his customers 
more than he had been doing lately. So the next morning when the sun came up 

and the barber got up out of bed he said, "Today I am going to witness to the first 
man that walks through my door."  
        
Soon after he opened his shop the first man came in and said, "I want a shave!" The 
barber said, "Sure, just sit in the seat and I'll be with you in a moment." The barber 
went in the back and prayed a quick desperate prayer saying, "God, the first 
customer came in and I'm going to witness to him. So give me the wisdom to know 
just the right thing to say to him. Amen."  
        
Then quickly the barber came out with his razor knife in one hand and a Bible in the 
other while saying "Good morning sir. I have a question for you... Are you ready to 
die?" 


