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Hart to Heart 
 

 As you may have noticed, there was no issue of HART BEAT last week.  Lyn and I 
were in Arkansas for Christmas with my siblings.  Since arriving back home late 
on New Year’s Eve, I have been going through 1200 emails and Face Book to look 
for information for this week’s newsletter.  I haven’t found much. 

 

 Many of you have been praying for my widowed sister, Marie, who has been 
fighting pancreatic and kidney cancer.  She had six months of chemo then a 
major surgery back in September.  At her first three month scan they found a 
suspicious spot on her liver.  They let her go ahead and go home for Christmas in 
Arkansas, but she returned early to Omaha for a MRI today.  The result of the 
MRI indicated the need for a biopsy of her liver, which will happen tomorrow.  
Prayers are appreciated. 

 
 On the Sunday between Christmas and New Year’s, Lyn, my baby sister JoAnn, 

and I worshiped with the good folks at Mt. Holly Community Church, where my 
sister Marie  attends regularly.  Their service is at 9 AM.  Immediately thereafter, 
Lyn and I drove 20 miles or so and worshiped with the good folks in the 11 AM 
service at Sylvan Hills Baptist Church, where my brother Carl is Pastor.   It was 
my privilege to preach at Sylvian Hills BC during the evening service that same 
day. 

 
 Open Bible, Candor will reduce its missions giving from 50% of undesignated 

income to 30% in 2020, in order to begin putting 25% of undesignated income 
into a building fund.   They have adopted a budget of 37K for 2020. 

 
 
 On Sunday past Lyn and I worshiped with the good folks at Good News, 

Waverly, where John Talada has been pastor since August 2009. 
 
 

 On Sunday afternoon past Lyn and I were privileged to get to watch our beloved 
Minnesota Vikings win in the first round of the NFL Playoffs.  I mention it here 
because with the Vikings you don’t get many opportunities to rejoice. 

 
 
This Week in Preview 
 

 7th   CNYBA Leadership Team Meeting 



 8th   BCNY Leadership Team Prayer Meeting 

 9th   Open Bible Fellowship Leadership Team Meeting 

 9th   Open Bible Fellowship – meal, worship, Bible study 
 
Missionary of the Week 
 
Today for our prayer time we are going to leave the United States and head south to 
Guatemala, a small country that is just south of Mexico. We are going to pray for David 
and Regina White, two of our missionaries serving there.    Our church supports them 
through our Cooperative Program giving.    Every year, teams of short-term volunteers 
come from Southern Baptist churches here in the United States to serve in Guatemala. 
David and Regina help the volunteers have places to stay and set up witnessing visits 
and training conferences.    A while back, David and Regina enlisted a man named 
Miguel as translator.   He spoke English well, but he was not comfortable talking about 
Jesus.   Still, Miguel translated for teams over and over as the Americans shared the 
gospel and trained local believers in many ways.    Over time, Miguel was discipled! He 
grew strong in his faith and began ministering with passion and commitment.  
Let's pray now and ask God to bless our missionaries, David and Regina, in the  
ministry down in Guatemala.    Let's pray that many will become committed followers  
of Christ like Miguel. 
 
Have You Heard This One? 
 
A friend was in front of me coming out of church one day, and the preacher was 
standing at the door as he always is to shake hands. He grabbed my friend by the hand 
and pulled him aside.    The Pastor said to him, "You need to join the Army of the 
Lord!"   My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor." Pastor 
questioned, "How come I don't see you except at Christmas and Easter?"    He 
whispered back, "I'm in the secret service." 
 


