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Hart to Heart 
 

 Well, I thought the weather was moderating, but it’s snowing again.   Fortunately 
(or unfortunately, depending on your point of view), my office is at the house and 
it’s no problem for me to get to it. 

 
 We still need volunteers for our April 13-19 mission trip to Puerto Rico.   We’ll be 

repairing roofs.  The cost right now is about $1000.  We’re waiting to buy airline 
tickets until we are sure we have a full team.  Let me know if you can join this 
team. 

 

 The details are worked out.  I hope you have already saved the date.  Our One Day 
CNYBA Spring Church Strengthening Conference is set for Saturday, March 23 at 
Lakeshore, Cicero.   Dr. Bruce Aubrey, our conference speaker, will focus our 
attention on the spiritual life of the church leaders.   We will begin at 10 AM and 
be done by 2:45 PM with lunch catered from Chic-fil-a.   We will receive a free 
will offering to help defray the cost of lunch.  You will need to PRE-REGISTER to 
be sure you have lunch.  You can pre-register by texting or emailing me anytime 
between now and March 20. 

 

 Stamford BC is the first I’ve heard this year to set plans for Easter Sunday 
Morning.  They will have a sunrise service at 6:30 AM, followed by breakfast, 
Sunday School at 9:45 AM, and worship at 11:00 AM.   Waylen Bray is Pastor. 

 
 Starpoint, Clifton Park has a “Hunger Box” ministry during each school break 

that provides food items for kids who normally rely on school breakfast and 
lunches, but go hungry during breaks from school.   The boxes contains items like 
granola bars, cereal, mac & cheese, fruit cups, peanut butter, trail mix, raisins, 
canned spaghetti, ravioli, soup, or other non-perishable items.   Boxes are due 
back at church on Sunday past.   >   The Student Ministry will host a life-size Clue 
game on February 16th from 6-8 PM.   All students in grades 6-12 are invited to an 
evening of mystery and intrigue, which will include music, pizza, a message, and 
a crime that must be solved.     Dr. Roscoe Lilly is Pastor. 

 
 Baptist Campus Church, Syracuse University hosted its first ever Spring 

Conference to explore their theme for the semester: Grow & Thrive. Students 
practiced the manuscript style of Bible study to examine Ephesians 4:15-16, were 
equipped with Gospel knowledge through a "What is the Gospel" workshop, and 
were treated to a Biblical survey of God's love for the nations. Special thanks to 



Bellewood Baptist Church for allowing them to use their building for their time of 
training and community.   >    Connection groups launched as a space for 
students to welcome others who are exploring Campus Church and to make time 
throughout the week to talk about faith, life, struggles, and everything else! Pray 
for deep fellowship and truth to be shared in love!   >   Devon and Collin are 
helping 13 students prepare for a spring break disaster relief trip to Puerto Rico. 
Pray for a productive time of rebuilding after Hurricane Maria and spiritually 
awakening for team members and relief recipients.   Devon Bartholomew is 
Pastor. 

 

 Local Church Ministry Assistants Training will be held on April 5-6 at 
Bellewood, North Syracuse.   Friday session is from Noon until 5 PM.  The 
Saturday session is from 8:30 AM until 11:30 AM.  The cost is $35.95 .    
Online Registration and Payment or Online Registration and Mail Check: BCNY, 
6538 Baptist Way, East Syracuse NY 13057, MEMO: MA Training.  
www.bcnysbc.org/ministry-assistants-equipping . Registration Deadline Friday, 
March 29!   Questions?   Contact Cathy Meyer 315.436.5051. 
 

 SBC Disaster Relief Training (and re-credentialing) will be held in CNYBA on 
April 26-27 at Lakeshore, Cicero.   Registration closes April 17th.   Training 
starts at 6 PM on Friday and concludes mid-afternoon on Saturday.  Training 
costs are detailed on application, which can be found on line at 
https://www.bcnysbc.org/disaster-relief-training/ 

 
 Franklin Graham will hold one-day evangelistic prayer events in seven cities 

across the Northeast to proclaim the Gospel and pray for our nation, our 
communities, and the lost.   The one in our area will be in Syracuse on May 30th 
at 7:30 PM.   Project “kick-off” events have been scheduled for all seven cities 
where the Decision Tour will be staged. At these events, details about the 
Decision Northeast Tour will be given along with materials to help churches get 
involved. The “kick-off” nearest us is:  Syracuse, Mar. 4, 2019, Sheraton 
Syracuse University Hotel, 801 University Avenue, Syracuse, NY 13210.  They are 
asking that pastors RSVP at this website www.decisionnortheast.com/kickoff-
events   I hope many of our CNYBA pastors can join me in attending the March 
4th  kick-off event. 

 
 The BCNY Women’s Ministry is sponsoring a missions camp experience for girls 

who have completed grades 1-6 at Big Indian Baptist Camp in Big Indian, NY on 
August 6-10.  Cost is $120 per person before June 28th and $130 per person after 
June 28th.   For more details contact Cathy Meyer at cmeyer@bcnysbc.org  

 
 I have posted the latest Newsletter from David Pope, our missionary to Global 

Unreached People Groups.  You can read it on our CNYBA web site 
www.cnyba.org under the Information Center tab/Missionary Reports. 
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 Unity, fellowship and promises of mutual support characterized the installation 
of International Mission Board President Paul Chitwood and the Sending 
Celebration of 19 newly appointed international missionaries at Grove Avenue 
Baptist Church, in Richmond, Wednesday, Feb. 6. Chitwood is the 13th president 
of the 173-year-old International Mission Board, the largest denominational 
missionary-sending body among American evangelicals. 

 

 On Sunday past Lyn and I worshiped with the good folks at Praxis, Syracuse, 
where Dan Studt has been pastor since the church began.  After services we 
enjoyed a time of fellowship with Pastor Dan, who will be leaving the Praxis 
pastorate in May to become President of ‘Freedom in Christ Ministries-USA’, a 
para church discipleship and prayer ministry based in Knoxville, TN. 

 
 Some of you know that my sister, Marie, just younger than me who lives in 

Arkansas, has been diagnosed with stage one pancreatic and stage one kidney 
cancer.    She is getting treatment in Omaha, Nebraska, where her daughter lives 
at a hospital that specializes in pancreatic cancer.  She begins chemo next 
Monday and will have chemo every two weeks for at least four months, followed 
by major surgery.   Please put her on your prayer lists.    

 
This Week in Preview 

 

 Thurs (14th)  Valentine Day 

 Thurs (14th)  ANV  John & Ginger Talada (P&W @ Good News, Waverly) 

 Thurs (14th)  OBF Leadership Team Meeting 
 Thurs (14th)  Open Bible Fellowship 

 Fri (16th)  Consultation @ Clyde BC 

 Sat (16th)  Nepali Ordination Counsel 
 
Missionary of the Week 
 

 We know that people from around the world are moving to the United States. A 
similar thing is happening in Europe, where people from many lands are also 
settling. Today we're going to see how two of our missionaries in Vienna, Austria, 
are reaching many of those newcomers for Christ. We'll start with Maria*. She is 
a Brazilian who has settled in Vienna. Recently she felt God giving her a "nudge," 
a strong feeling she should do something very specific: share Christ with Persian-
speaking people from Iran. At that time Maria did not know any Iranians. But, 
wouldn't you know, within a week she met a young woman from Iran. Maria 
invited her to study the Bible. Soon others joined - more than 100, in fact. Some 
were native Austrians. Others came from Iran, Afghanistan, Vietnam. Maria 
called on two of our missionaries for help and that's where our church comes in. 
The two missionaries she contacted we'll call Roger and Diana. We support them 



through our church's Cooperative Program giving. They first served in South 
America, then relocated to Austria for the specific purpose of mobilizing South 
Americans like Maria to witness to newcomers around the world. With their help, 
soon a new church was started - a church of people from many lands, speaking 
many languages but united in their love for Jesus Christ. Today can we thank God 
for this new church and ask Him to bless its ministry by helping many to find 
faith in Christ. 

 
Have You Heard This One? 
 

 Three guys went to a self-awareness conference, designed to have participants 
take inventory of their lives to see what they might need to change moving 
forward.  When the facilitator divided the participants up into small groups, they 
wound up in a group together.   He asked each group to answer a different 
question.   Their question was “When you are in your casket, and your friends are 
mourning, what would you like to hear them say about you?”   The first guy says, 
“I would like to hear them say that I was a great doctor and a pillar of the 
community.”   The second guy says, “I would like to hear that I was a wonderful 
husband and a dedicated schoolteacher, who made a huge difference in children’s 
lives.”   The third guy says, “I’d like to hear them say, ‘Look, He’s moving!” 


