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Hart to Heart 

 

 Well, we should not be surprised that we got a snow storm.   There has been no 
year in recent memory when it didn’t snow in December.  In fact we have been 
blessed that we are this far into winter before we got that first big snow.  

 
 I hope you all had a great Thanksgiving and got home before the snow came.  Lyn 

and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas.    
 
 My sister Marie, whom many of you prayed so hard for through her cancer 

surgery, will be home in Arkansas for Christmas (which was her goal all along), 
after being at her daughter’ house in Omaha for about 10 months.   Lyn will be 
going down to Arkansas on Christmas Eve to be with my sister for a couple weeks  
to give her a little extra help as she acclimates back into the routine of doing 
everything for herself.   Just before Lyn leaves on January 7th, my baby sister, 
JoAnn, will be coming in to stay a couple weeks with Marie.   

 

 Northside, Liverpool packed and shipped 529 boxes for the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.  They have called former Worship 
Leader Travis Blye to return as Worship Leader and have elected six more 
deacons.   Dr. Bruce Aubrey is Pastor. 
 

 Stamford BC packed and shipped 172 boxes for the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.   Waylen Bray is Pastor 
 

 West Hill, Ithaca packed and shipped 93 boxes for the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.   Bill Lower is Pastor. 

 

 Three Pines, Doraville packed and shipped 84 boxes for the Samaritan’s 
Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.   Mike Brown is Pastor 

 

 Grace, Rome packed and shipped 52 boxes for the Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.    Trent Williams is Pastor 

 

 Living Water, Owego packed and shipped 50 boxes for the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.   Wayne Sibrava is Pastor.  

 



 Renovation, North Syracuse packed and shipped 30 boxes for the 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.   Mike Mazzye is 
Pastor. 

 

 Summit, Cazenovia packed and shipped 30 boxes for the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.   Dan Schallmo is Pastor. 

 

 Open Bible Fellowship packed and shipped 30 boxes for the Samaritan’s 
Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.   Ed Hart is Pastor. 

 

 Starpoint, Clifton Park has planned several Christmas events which will 
include 4 Ladies Ornament Exchange events, a Pals (age 0-5) Christmas Craft & 
Playdate event, a Men’s Christmas Sock Exchange, a Family Gingerbread Event, a 
Holly Jolly Christmas party for grades 6-12, and 4 Christmas Eve Services.   Dr. 
Roscoe Lilly is Pastor. 

 
 Three Pines, Doraville plans a Holiday Harvest Church Dinner on December 

14th from 5 to 8 PM to be held at the Harpursville American Legion facility.   Mike 
Brown is Pastor. 

 

 On Sunday morning past I was privileged to preach at Summit, Cazenovia in 
the absence of Pastor Dan Schallmo, who is recovering from eye lid surgery.   
Although the roads were treacherous because of that dreaded “wintery mix”, with 
some extra time, a lot of pray and some caution, PTL I made it there and back 
without incident. 

 
December Ministry Anniversaries 
 

 Wayne Sibrava – Pastor @ Living Water, Owego since December 1997 
 Gary Culver – Pastor @ Emory Chapel, Waverly since December 1998 

 Jeff Ford – Pastor @ Lyons Falls BC since December 2010 
 
Missionary of the Week 
 
When we think of Africa, we think of jungles and those grassy plains with animals. But 
today we're going to pray for a missionary who serves in a part of West Africa that is 
very different. Our missionary - we're going to call her Laura Reece - serves in Mali, a 
nation that is mostly desert and so dry that water is precious. It's a hard place to live 
and a hard place for missionaries to serve. Our church helps support Laura through our 
Cooperative Program giving. Laura works with the Samogho people. There was just one 
Christian believer, a woman named Ta. When she died in 2005, there were no other 
Christians. But her son, named Jak, had seen his mother's faith - and he wanted that 
for his life. He asked Laura to teach him. For 10 years she met with him once a week to 
pray and study the Bible. By 2015, 23 of the Samogho people had become believers - 



and started the first church. By early 2018, there were seven churches with 160 total 
members. Jak became one of the leaders. Imagine: Working 10 years to disciple a 
young man so God can use him to share the Gospel among his people! Let us thank God 
today for giving Laura the courage to live in a hard place and the patience to be faithful 
until the time was right! 
 
Have You Heard This One? 
 
A Sunday School teacher, said to her children, 'We have been learning about how 
powerful the kings and queens were in Biblical times.  But there is a higher 
power.  Who can tell me what it is?'  George blurted out, 'I know, Aces.' 


