
CNYBA News and More

Hymnals needed!  Do you have any to spare? I brought a bunch to Pastor Jamie Terry,
Christ is King Baptist Church, but they need more! Praise God.  Also, Tim Bissell has a
church planter needing some. tbissell@bcnysbc.org  Thank you!
 
A Group insurance offer for BCNY churches is being considered. At the link, there’s a
survey for you to please complete if interested.
 
Hopefully, your churches are all following along with the Annie Armstrong week of
prayer. 
 
More good news!  NAMB, EC announce $5 million boost for student evangelism efforts -
North American Mission Board
 
Great news!  Lary Hyde has agreed to be my assistant. He also serves as CNYBA
treasurer, and Assistant Pastor to Wayne Sabrava, Living Water Baptist Church, Owego. 
                                                     laryhydesr@gmail.com    

Thank you, Lary!! My philosophy: "Involve as many people as possible to reach as

many people as possible with the Good New of Jesus Christ."  As I took on this

role of DOM, I knew I'd need lots of help. First from God and secondly from

others.  Sometimes we as pastors encourage people to ask for help, but then we

don't apply that to ourselves. I need to overcome my pride and just ask.  Once

that happens, more people get blessed and more gets done. Jesus lived, died,

and rose again because we needed His help. He doesn't need us, but chooses to

include us in His work. If anyone could have gone it alone, it was Him. 

There are plenty of people around you wanting to do something for God. Let's be

intentional about getting others involved. So many of you on this mailing list

have already helped me to do what God is calling me to do. Just look at all of the

helpers just within this update. Thank you all so much.  

The June Mobile Baptist Builders' church- building trip this year is to Illinois. If you’re
interested in serving, you can read about the trip and print out the registration form at
Mobile Baptist Builders. It must be sent in by April 16. There are several unknowns this
year due to Covid complications. Our housing coordinator is working on getting a special
rate from local hotels, just in case.
 
It was so good to see baptisms again at Crosspoint!  I recently baptized two people.
These were the first ones since Covid started.  Praise the Lord!  I’d love to share the
great things God is up to at your church.  Send me a quick note and I’ll send it around. 
Encourage your associational family with your great news. pastormacri@gmail.com

Feb 4, I visited Pastor Chris Collett with my son Lance who leads our Crosspoint
technology. Open Bible Fellowship’s portable sound system goes back many years to
when it was used in a park for Backyard Bible Clubs. It has remained useful, but they are
considering an upgrade.  I was thrilled to see their church building there at OBF…I'm told
it’s the only church in NY meeting in an auction house restaurant! Awesome. This is the
church that Ed Hart started a few years ago.  If you haven’t met Pastor Chris yet, I think
you should.  Such a likeable guy! The owner of the auction house and some of the
employees of the restaurant are church members there. They have a good bunch
meeting in person and online.  It was so good to have Brother Lary Hyde there that day,
too, to help.
 
Also Feb 4....I got back home just in time for an online meeting with Steve Cantor, NAMB
Send Network. Steve’s goal is “to strengthen relationships with Associational leaders to
create better collaboration and more Kingdom impact.”  I’m enjoying seeing the other
DOMs on a regular basis, too.
 
Feb 8th, Tim Bissell, Jim Horn, Lance and I met with 8 pastors at Syracuse Nepali
Church and Iglesia Casa de Paz to deliver Covid relief checks and have lunch together.
They all expressed their gratitude and as we talked, I was amazed by their stories. Did
you know several of our pastors were together in a refugee camp for over 20 years?!
 That was where they found the Lord and embraced Christianity, leaving behind
Hinduism, and were called by the Lord into His service. Their churches are making an
impact, for which I am grateful. After lunch, all of us old guys went into the church
basement there and kicked around a soccer ball! 
 
Concerning the CP funds given back to the Association, when I called, many of you said
to me, “We’re doing fine, give it where it’s needed.”  Thank you for your generosity. 
Seeing you cooperating, helping one-another like this makes me so proud to serve the
Lord along side you. Thank you again for this privilege. If you’re interested, just ask and I
will send you the list of how the funds were distributed.
 
Feb 13th- With Lary’s help, I found and delivered the documents needed to allow our
lawyer to move forward on the transfer of the Beacon Light property.
 
Feb 20- Devon Bartholomew, Pastor of Baptist Campus Church in Syracuse, was our
special guest speaker at Crosspoint church. He brought the morning message skillfully
and gave out some cool witnessing wristbands that can be used with the 3 Circles
method. 
 
The Collegiate training event on Feb 27 went well. Special thanks to Devon
Bartholomew and Pastor Daniel Song, Korean Baptist Church of Binghamton. Check out
these links to the event and several helpful resources.   
 
On Feb. 28th, I participated in the Ordination of Bob Steves and Ethan Fordham at
Renovation Church, North Syracuse. Congratulations!  I’m excited to see so many young
families at this church. 
 
On March 1, I zoomed with the BCNY Executive board. CNYBA was given back $3,200
of CP offerings for evangelism and church revitalization.  I’ll be giving you a call soon to
talk about this. 
 
I’m looking forward to visiting Pastor Yong Rhee, River of Joy Baptist Church, Jamesville,
on Sunday, March 21. 
 
On Saturday, March 6, I met with a few of our Crosspointers at the Genesee St. Mission
House to continue with some house repairs there.  They worked hard and did a great
job. We removed and replaced sheetrock on the upstairs ceilings and installed washer
and dryer hook ups. March 10, we did a few more tasks. A washer and dryer is being
donated. 
 
From one of the volunteers that served:
Pastor Sam,
I wanted to thank you for letting us serve with you this past Saturday. It was absolutely
rewarding and I know everyone involved had an absolutely rewarding time serving the
Lord. I also wanted to tell you that I was expecting to be tired when I got back to work on
Monday, but although we worked hard on Saturday, I feel as though I had a four-day
weekend!  Thank you, God bless - L. Holtz
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