
Central New York Baptist Association
... exists to glorify God by encouraging and assisting the churches and missions in accomplishing their God given purpose.

Dear Friends,
I hope this letter finds you well. With it, I'm hoping you'll be encouraged, informed and proud to
be a part of the great work God is doing in and through CNYBA. 

I'm still getting my feet wet in this new task God has called me to. In speaking with and listening
to pastors and other leaders, it's good to know that although they are challenged and even
hindered by the pandemic, they are still moving forward. I know it is harder for some than
others. Discouragement is easy to understand sometimes. But my message to you is to keep
moving forward. We somehow have to make the adjustments needed to take advantage of the
present changes to advance the work of our King and His kingdom. 

Paul encourages us in Philippians 3:13-14 to forget what is behind and press forward. And we're
not just moving forward, but upward. My prayer is that God will uplift you. These days will have
their frustrations, but they can have fruitfulness. We may not be perfect, but we are in process. So
let's make some progress together!

With Christmas just ahead, isn't it great to know Christ is greater than Corona? Don't let
anything steal your joy. Christ is born, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. May God bless
you and yours this Holy-day season.     

Pastor Sam  pastormacri@gmail.com

News and Opportunities

For your consideration:
Devon Bartholomew, Syracuse University Chaplin and pastor of Baptist Campus
Church, has offered to lead training for those interested in starting a collegiate
ministry. Could there be someone in your congregation that has an interest in reaching
and ministering to students?

Here's a brief podcast giving practical starting points for pastors and churches who
want to begin reaching college students.

Click for encouraging news from Steve Canter and the BCNY Send Network Team!

Missionaries Reports are posted at CNYBA.org

https://www.namb.net/podcasts/evangelism-with-johnny-hunt/reaching-the-college-campus-mission-field/
http://www.cnyba.org/other_info


See the Martin’s and the Beck’s updates.

If your church participated in
Operation Christmas Child, it
would be great if you could send
me your church total. We at
Crosspoint were excited to see
this ministry still did awesome
this year! Thank you, God!

Attention CNYBA Pastors,
please watch your snail mail for a
gift from the Macri's. With
many areas struggling with virus
surges, we believed it was best to
postpone the CNYBA Christmas
party gathering. However, we
want to personally bless you with
a gift to enrich your own
celebration! We are so excited to
do this! Please watch your snail
mail for a Christmas card from
the Macri's. 

BCNY ANNUAL 
The annual conference of the BCNY was held online this year. Here's the link to part one.  They did

a great job with this.

Thank you, God, for your provision.
We are so excited to see the beautiful, new BCNY office space God has provided. There's such a
great story of how this came about. Please watch the recent dedication ceremony on the home

page. 
  

Also there, see part two...
of the annual meeting where you can watch so many encouraging reports from associational
leaders and others. We were especially thrilled to hear of the amazing work God is doing with

Saranac Lake's ministry to the Lake Placid Olympic trainers. Click on the video called, "Thank God;
We've Made It This Far…."

Bible Baptist Church, Oswego, with Pastor Steve Sallis, is planning a Christmas celebration
service on Friday, December 20.

Praise the Lord, Pastor Bhim Biswa at Syracuse Nepali Church is seeing growth and baptisms
with their English speaking services. They're making some adjustments and adapting to the times.
Thank you, Bhim, for the invite!

We were blessed to worship with "the good folks" (I miss Ed, too!)  at Lakeshore Baptist Church in
Cicero where Mike McMahon is pastor. What a beautiful place to worship the Lord!

Chistian Bible Church, Oneida, hosted a dinner to meet their new DOM. Thank you, Pastor Bob
Teachout. 

Working together, and with God’s help, we have made good progress on the Beacon Light
property transfer. More on this later.

Congratulations!
Stamford Baptist Church, where Pastor Waylen Bray has served for over 42 years, hosted an
ordination ceremony. Shawn Frazer is now an ordained minister of the gospel. Tim Bejian, John

http://www.cnyba.org/missionary_reports_37352
https://www.bcnysbc.org/bcny-annual-meeting
https://www.bcnysbc.org/bcny-annual-meeting
https://www.bcnysbc.org/
https://www.bcnysbc.org/
https://www.bcnysbc.org/


DePugh (Newark) and Sam were honored to participate in the questioning, ceremony, and a great
meal! Tim, who pastored Grace Baptist Church in Rome from 1984 to 2000, said Waylen was
instrumental in his own call to ministry. He and Waylen had not seen each other in 26 years. All in
all, it was a great day! We all look forward to getting to know Shawn better.  

Lord willing….
Sam plans to bring a couple Crosspointers to CNYBA's Genesee St property in Syracuse to do
some minor maintenance and repairs. This property is a great ministry tool being strategically
located for collegiate ministry and even more so now with changes affecting student housing.
Neighbors include domestic and international students, university staff and faculty, professionals,
new immigrants, etc. 

Welcome!
Missionaries Anthony and Alison Rosa from Southern Seminary have arrived in Syracuse! They
will be working with Devon and Kate Bartholomew for up to 2 years. 

A former CNYBA area church planter has written a book. 
Some may remember Cliff and Peggy Matthews. They planted churches here in upstate NY from
1965 to 1983, and later, in Florida. He was the first pastor of Clinton Road Baptist Church, New
Hartford and I think he was involved in starting Northside. He's offering his book free to any of us.
Please follow this link to know more.

Would you like to get together on Zoom to just hang out? Does Tuesday the 15th at 7pm work for
you? I’ll email a link if I get any response with interest!

A special thank you to all those who have texted and called to welcome me and pray for me.
And also, thank you to you all for leading your church to give to mission work. May God bless all of
us as we work to further the kingdom of God, together.

We'd love to hear from you!

315-525-9782 pastormacri@gmail.com www.cnyba.org

http://www.cnyba.org/other_info

