
Lekòl Teknik La Croix… 

   Haiti is such a beautiful, yet rugged country. A 
beautiful island in the middle of the Caribbean, its 
people some of the most generous and loving you 
will meet anywhere on God’s earth. A culture rich 
in a unique history, filled with the mystery of the 
religious practice of Vodou, a strong people who 
fiercely fought to gain their freedom from a brutal 
existence in slavery, and a society that is rightly 
proud of its ability to overcome adversity; natural 
and unnatural, continuously. Why do we love 
Haiti? What does it hold for many of us?  
   For those of us with “a Haiti heart”, well… there is 
no further explanation necessary. For those who do 
not understand, all that is often required is a short 
term trip… a few days in Haiti and your heart is changed, the old questions are replaced with new challenges, and 
many of us are never, ever the same. What is it about Haiti that causes such a profound transformation in some of 
our lives? Is it simply the overwhelming extent of the poverty that reaches deep within our soul? Is it the hunger, 
or the lack of life’s most basic human requirements? Is it what you see in the eyes of those you touch, or the 
children who tell you they are hungry? Yes… but I think it intrinsic to our creation. Some of us believe this is one 
of few “ground zero zones” for the opportunity to live out what Jesus taught. If there is any place on earth that 
needs Jesus now… one is Haiti. We fall on our knees, Lord…We pray for your will in Haiti, now. 
   The situation in Haiti is bad, and unfortunately only getting worse. Fuel has been scarce for a while, these past 
couple of weeks the entire country is essentially “out of gas”. Fuel sits off shore, but the government has no money 
to purchase it, it remains in cargo holds with an overdue balance of $ 58,000,000. Food, healthcare, household 
items, propane, and everyday living is becoming even farther out of reach. People are falling further into 
“desperation poverty”. The President of Haiti announced an “Economic State of Emergency”. The government 
may begin subsidizing some food and remove customs advantages for some sectors. The currency is destabilized, 
inflation is 15% and growing, the Haitian Goud struggles against the dollar; in 2010-11 the goud was around 
40HTG to 1USD, today it is over 84HTG to 1USD. People are in despair and a more widespread market 
collapse will bring new tension, fear, and demonstrations. There is a great need for Haiti to be more self-sufficient, 
providing everyday goods, services, and food created locally. A great focus needs to remain on sustainable job 
creation and opportunity. La Croix Technical School is demonstrating the ability to meet these challenges head 
on, right here where the solutions are needed. We are small, but steadily growing, evolving, and placing ourselves 
on the leading edge of developing access to solutions that are changing individual lives, communities, and the 
beautiful country of Haiti. We are grateful for Pastor Pierre’s leadership, and his proven sustainable methods. 
   We need your help in three ways over the next few months… 
 1.   Can you pray daily for Haiti, for the La Croix New Testament Mission, it’s staff, and the communities 
it serves, for the opportunity becoming available today through the La Croix Technical School, for Pastor 
Vaugelas Pierre, his wife Ermithe, and their family, and also for us, Madel and Dan Beck, that we have an even 
greater understanding of God’s purpose here in La Croix, our discernment of it, and our obedience to Him.  
    2.   Please share what God is doing here in La Croix with your friends, families, and churches. Please 
share our newsletters, share and invite people to our Facebook page danandmadelonamission, and tell people 
how they can learn more at friendsofhaiti.org, click Technical School. Please write us and share your ideas, and 
find out more about how you can raise awareness and provisions in your church or community to make an even 
greater difference. Tell others about God’s purpose here at the Ecole Technique La Croix! 
 3.   “Someone… Somewhere is depending on you to do what God has called you to do.” Please consider 
helping to equip the Technical trades. Provide greater opportunities through supplies and equipment. We are in 
great need of tools and equipment for the construction trades. You can find our wish list on friendsofhaiti.org, call 
Dan at 315.292.0857, or email us at lacroixecoletechnique@gmail.com. “We are all in this together”. 
   We pray you all know and experience God’s love and peace, all your days… Be well…   Dan & Madel         

“On the Road to Paul”… A rugged shelf cut into the side 

of the mountain… All who have traveled this way don’t 

easily forget the beauty of this back wrenching ride!!! 



  
    
 
 
 




