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Christmas Greetings!  

 

We hope this newsletter finds you rejoicing in the celebration of Jesus' 

arrival as a baby, and His soon-to-come arrival as King! 

 

We are rejoicing in His work in and among us her in Peru. Standing 

between Donna & Kaylee in the picture above is Magda, the President of 

an apartment complex in our neighborhood where we hope to start a Kids 
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Club. We had been trying to meet and talk with local authorities regarding 

a Kids' Club, but continued to encounter roadblocks for productive 

communication. Then, one day -- "poof!" The Lord just opened the door 

for us to meet and talk with the very person that we needed 

to:  Magda!  And what a blessed, productive conversation we had 

together -- even with some mutual friendship connections as Magda is 

from Huanta! She is very excited about our proposed project and has 

taken it before the apartment complex advisory board. So we hope to get 

the Kids Club up and running within the next year. 

 

  

 

As you can see, the apartment complex only has open fields and very old, run-

down playground equipment for the kids to use. We hope to build a 

shelter sort of like this one.  It would provide a shaded, safe place for the 

Kids' Club to meet, and also provide the apt. complex with a community 

meeting spot. A win-win for both groups!  

 

 

Evangelism training continues. 

Rick believes that more 

churches in Ayacucho will 

have to work together 

evangelistically in order to 

see the city turned toward 

Christ. Several local church 

leaders have requested 

training. Here, Rick is 

presenting the first lesson 

to Walter from the 

seminary where he taught 



 

this past semester.  
 

 

Paco, who also received training, is helping to coordinate an event in February 

to present this evangelistic method.  

 

 

But training means little if it is not used. Here, Rick is sharing the gospel with 

our landlord, Manuel. The other photo was taken at our friend, Ricardo's 

birthday party. Our conversation around the table developed into an 

opportunity to share the gospel. Thus far, Manuel, as well as Ricardo & 

his wife have received Christ.  

 

  

 

 

 

Our English classes 

continue to open doors for 

sharing the gospel.  Here, 

Donna got to share the 

gospel with two students 

who asked about why Jesus 

died on the cross. Their 

interest was piqued as 

pictures about Jesus' life 

were used in that day's 

lesson.  
 

 



 

 

 

Rick has begun to accept 

the invitation to preach in 

some local churches as a 

means to build 

relationships with churches 

of various 

denominations.  Here he is 

sharing the Word in the 

Baptist Church that is in 

our neighborhood.   
 

 

We enjoyed a lovely lunch at Pastor Walter's house after the service. His wife, Gloria, 

made a DELICIOUS chicken dish!!  Team-mates Antoinette & Kaylee were 

there along with our friends Ingrid & Rafael -- & the pastoral pet Parrot!!  

 

 



 

 

 

Kaylee is an excellent 

Spanish speaker. She has 

been asked to translate for 

various preachers and 

teachers from the 

USA.  She is a wonderful 

resource for our own 

Spanish learning as well!  
 

 

 

The gals on our team went to a Women's Retreat in Pucallpa in Nov. While 

there, we got to see SAM Air "in action" as missionary pilot, Dave 

Boogard landed the float plane after his trip into a tribal community in the 

jungle!  

 

  

 

The women's retreat was really great! The theme was "Behold!" and we 

were encouraged to behold the Lord afresh -- to fix our eyes on 

Him and feast on His presence.  Donna also got to participate in 

the worship band as well as see some old friends from language 

school days! 



 

 

 

 

 

In Lima, on her return to 

Ayacucho after the retreat, 

Donna met Pastor Mike 

McMahon from Lakeshore 

Baptist Church in Cicero, 

NY, and 2 of his daughters. 

They had come for a short 

mission trip and to help us 

with our Thanksgiving 

outreach event. Here we 

are enjoying morning 

devotions & worship 

together.  
 

 

We enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration with our Peruvian friends! Thanks 

to the McMahon family, and their church, for bringing down some "goodies" 

from the USA to round out our somewhat authentic Thanksgiving feast!  

 



 

  

 

 

Besides helping us do some more interviews in town, the McMahons also 

helped us with our English conversation class.  We enjoyed a wonderful 

time learning about the Christmas customs in Ayacucho as well as sharing 

about our own Christmas customs in the USA. It is hard to overstate the 

necessity of building relationships on a continual basis in the Peruvian 

culture.  

  

 



 

 

One of our English students, Liz, 

a law student, helped to 

put together the "1st 

Annual Urban Talent" event 

at a local skate park.  It 

was a great event featuring 

BMX, break-dancing, 

skateboarding, rapping, & 

free style dancing. It was 

an impressive event with 

trophies & prizes! We were 

happy to offer her our 

support and explore fresh 

opportunities for making 

new connections in our 

Peruvian context.  
 

 

 

 

As we end this year and look 

ahead to the next, we are 

very excited about Heather 

& Jaime Azuaje who will be 

joining our team after their 

language learning in 

Arequipa. Others will be 

coming to explore the 

possibility of joining us. We 

trust that Jesus is leading 

this whole process as well 

as the new ministries 

planned for next 

year.  Some of these 

ministries are: small 

groups, a Kids Club, & an 

English Institute. Pray for 

us all as we look ahead to 

this next year!  
 



 

We are also beginning the process of raising a significant amount of money to 

purchase land, construct a building, and provide for ministry expenses. This 

financing will help house the English Institute & ministry offices.   

 

 

 

     We Praise God for these answered prayers:  

 Forward progress for the Kids' Club 

 More connections with Peruvian Pastors & Christian leaders in town 

 People's positive response to the gospel 

 Our daughter, Elizabeth's graduation from college 

      Please join us in prayer for these requests:   

 Safe travels while we are in the USA & traveling a LOT              

 Peruvians to join our team 

 Wisdom for upcoming ministry projects in the new year 

 Good adjustment & quick language learning for our new teammates  

 

"Thank you," again, to our prayer & financial supporters. We remain 

blessed & humbled by your support of us and our gospel ministry.   

If you feel led to partner with us in this ministry here in Peru, here is the 

link: 

     http://southamericamission.org/about/our-team/rick-donna-martin/ 

      

We encourage you with this special Christmas season verse: 

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 

His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. (John 1:14)." 

 

We wish you all a VERY, MERRY CHRISTMAS!  May His joy, peace & love 

fill you this holiday season and all throughout the New Year! 

Rick & Donna Martin  

 

  

Celebrating To Financially Partner with 

Us: 
 

http://southamericamission.org/about/our-team/rick-donna-martin/


 

Elizabeth's graduation from 

VCU!! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

www.southamericamission.org 

 

Click on "Donate" and 

then scroll to our 

names. 

Or contact them 

directly: 

803-802-8580 

 

1021 Maxwell Mill Rd, 

Suite B 

Fort Mill, SC  29708 

 

Thank you very much!  
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