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What He Said 
Last week, we heard Jesus say, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets, I have 
come NOT to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matt 5:17, NIV). He tells his disciples and the gathered 
crowd that they must have righteousness greater than that of the Torah scholars and the Mitzvah 
purists or, “you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

This week, with the oratory fire of a televangelist, Jesus tells us what this righteousness looks like. He 
illustrates how those who “hunger and thirst for righteousness” and those who are “the pure in heart” 
and those who are “the peacemakers” operate.1  

You have heard that it was said … but I say to you.  

Jesus invites us to lean closer—to get the new word and before he is done, Jesus expands and intensifies 
and deepens all the commandments of interpersonal relationship: 

You shall not murder. Neither shall you commit adultery.  
Neither shall you steal. Neither shall you bear false witness.  
Neither shall you covet… anything that belongs to your neighbor. (Deut. 5:17-21). 

These commands seem simple enough to follow… Well maybe all except that last one, after all keeping 
up with the Jones family is our national sport! 

Jesus begins with the first item on the righteousness to-do list: “You have heard that it was said to those 
of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder.’” 

Absolutely! says the crowd. We can check that one right off.  

Not so fast, Jesus says! 

“…I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister you will be liable to judgement… If you insult 
a brother or sisters you will be liable to the council… if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of 
fire.” 
 

These are sobering words in a national election year. 

We live in a culture that nurses anger and outrage, that denigrates those of different social class. We are 
separated by the color of our skin and the color of our politics. We live by an ethic of utility—by which 
people are discarded when we’ve “got no use for them.” 
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Jesus stands on the mountain and tells the ones who seek to follow him that obedience to God’s call 
demands more of us. It asks us to settle our anger by seeking and offering reconciliation. It asks us to 
speak to others with respect for their God-given dignity. It asks us to make amends to those we have 
wronged. It asks us to tell the truth. 

Following Jesus should make a difference in the way we live. 

Pastor Craig Groeschel shares this poignant story. At Christmas, he and his wife and kids loaded up the 
family mini-van and headed to the mall for some last-minute shopping. Prayers might have been said for 
a close parking spot. And behold, one opened-up right in front of Craig. He locked eyes on the spot, with 
single-minded focus—only to have a little red sportscar whip into the space. Right. In. Front. Of. Him!  
Craig writes: 

[He] stole my parking space. Unbelievable. Frustrated beyond words, with the pressure 
mounting because of our tight schedule, I did something that I’m not proud of doing… I backed 
up my vehicle, pointed it directly at the red sports car, shifted to neutral, then revved my 
engine… Like a drag racer leaving the gate, I popped from neutral to drive, peeled out, and shot 
straight toward the rear of the enemy car. It’s hard to know what happened next…. Maybe I 
realized that I was still in our minivan… Whatever the reason, right before impact, I slammed on 
the brakes and stopped just short of his car. With all the Christian love I had, I rolled down the 
window and shouted at the top of my lungs, “What do you think you’re doing?... you idiot! Now 
you’re going to make me really late, you red-sports-car-driving loser!” 

When the family finally reached JC Penney, the sports car driver approached. Craig imagined the 
headlines, “Local Pastor Assaults Man over Parking Space,” then the stranger began to talk. “I can tell 
you’re in a big hurry… [that] you have more going on in your life than you can handle…I’d like to tell you 
about someone who could really help — Jesus. I really believe you need him… he could change your 
life.”2 
 

Jesus calls us to be reconciled with others—not to tamp down our anger, but to find ways to deal with it 
that fulfill the commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves.  

Jesus is very specific that reconciliation with our brothers and sisters (which can mean members of our 
family, or family of faith, or the human family) is necessary as part of our reconciliation with God. 
 

And, he doesn’t stop there. You have heard it said… Jesus begins as he takes on adultery and divorce, 
but here the emphasis is on the sinfulness of denigrating others, on acquisitiveness, on misuse of power.  

We may remember when President Jimmy Carter confessed to having “lusted in his heart”—a 
confession that was widely mocked. The nation thought it a “nothing” kind of sinfulness, yet this faithful 
man knew that what is hidden in our hearts is not hidden from God… that what we think influences 
what we do. 

The women who were on that mountain with Jesus were accustomed to being classed as property. 
Property of their fathers and then their husbands and then finally belonging to the households of their 
sons. In that day, to lust in one’s heart was to covet someone’s property.  
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Jesus reminds us of the depth of wrongness when we consider others less than fully human—when we 
reduce them to objects of our desires and our needs.  

The ease with which a first-century man might obtain a certificate of divorce was—in the words of 
Jesus—filled with unintended consequence. A divorced woman in that day needed to remarry to 
survive. The power to obtain a divorce might not make the ex-husband sinful, but it was almost certain 
to lead the ex-wife into adultery. 

This is where Jesus speaks. For our actions to be just, they must not lead other people into sin for the 
sake of survival. 

And then this word: You have heard it said… ‘you shall not swear falsely…’ But I say to you do not swear 
at all…. let your yes be yes and your no be no. 

Integrity, honesty, equity, respect, fidelity, honor, contrition, reconciliation—this is kingdom behavior—
these are the hallmarks of Godly relationship.  

They are stones raised on the foundation of God’s radical love, that calls us to respond with radical love 
of our own; for God, for our neighbor, for ourselves. 

This is…. a hard word in today’s culture. 

 It is hard, when we are encouraged to establish ourselves in opposition to one another, to find 
our ground and defend it at all cost. 

 It is hard, when it is so easy and anonymous to “share” the latest internet MEME calling our 
opposition “Fools.”  

 It is hard, when personal affronts are cause for lingering anger and we are encouraged to nurse 
both outrage and hatred. 

 It is hard, when we are encouraged to name and shame  
in the pursuit of partisan virtue. 

 It is hard, when reconciliation and love,  
are considered “disloyal, foolish, and weak.”3 

 It is hard, view our own lives in the mirror of these commands. 

In the words of Jill Duffield, it requires “moral courage.”4 Moral courage to face our hurts, to face our 
shortcomings and the ways that we have hurt others. Moral courage to disregard the voices of this age 
that wrap around us as sinuously as that ol’ snake wrapped ‘round the apple. Moral courage to live with 
integrity, honesty, equity, respect, fidelity, honor, contrition, and reconciliation. 

It often seems like we want to love God without the messy business of loving our neighbor. Loving God 
seems so much easier! But Jesus tells us—as he speaks on the mountainside—that loving God is about 
loving others, all those messy, imperfect, irritating, harmful, and hurtful others. 

The people on that hill would have understood that being reconciled to one another was the beginning 
of being reconciled with God. 

And how they—and we—long to be reconciled to God. 
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Ernest Hemingway begins “The Capital of the World,” with this story:  
Madrid is full of boys named Paco, which is the diminutive of the name Francisco, and there is a 
Madrid joke about a father who came to Madrid and inserted an advertisement in the personal 
columns of El Liberal which said: PACO MEET ME AT HOTEL MONTANA NOON TUESDAY ALL IS 
FORGIVEN PAPA and how a squadron of Guardia Civil had to be called out to disperse the eight 
hundred young men who answered the advertisement.5  
 

You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times… but I say to you…”  

These words come to us paid in the currency of Jesus’ blood; wrapped in the radical love of God that 
spans the chasm of sin; marked by integrity and fidelity that is obedient to God even when that 
obedience led to a cross. 

In Jesus: God meets us. God calls us. God equips us. God guides us. 

God—in Jesus Christ—challenges us to do battle with fear and anger, pride and unbelief, power and 
envy and strife so that we might bear witness to the radical love God holds for us all. 

From that mountain side, Jesus places a decision before us… 

What will we choose and how will we answer?  

My greatest hope would be that we will find the courage to point to Jesus and reply,  
“What he said.” 
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