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John 1:29-42 

Come and See 
“Come and see” has to be one of the most wonderful phrases in the English language. I hear the words 
in my granddaughters piping soprano voice, “Come see gramma! Come see.” At the end of these words 
is often a new drawing or Lego building, stuffed animal schoolhouse or some other childhood wonder.  

“Come and see” are words of invitation into her world, an invitation to know her and to love her. 

“Come and see,” are also words that Jesus says to us. 
 

After the breathtaking prologue, John’s gospel takes up the story of John the Baptist. In Bethany near 
the Jordan, JtB has been faith to his calling. It is there that people have flocked to “come and see” this 
herald messenger of God. 

The story John tells us are like clips from a movie or vignettes from a play: The curtain goes up on the 
first day—just before our reading—JtB refuses the efforts of religious leaders to accept a self-important 
title. He is NOT Elijah and NOT “the” prophet. When pressed, he tells them, “I am the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord’” (John 1:23). 

We learn that the Baptist is waiting in the wilderness; waiting for the one God has promised to send. 
While he is waiting, he is exercising his vocation. He preaches and baptizes the repentant and prepares 
the people for the one who is coming—the one who outranks him, the one who will baptize with the 
Holy Spirit, the Son of God. 

You might think that as cousins, JtB would have inside knowledge into the identity of Jesus, yet John’s 
gospel takes great pains to tell us there isn’t any secret, hidden knowledge. This is not a gnostic story. 
Like the rest of Israel, JtB is waiting for God to reveal the Messiah. 

John’s gospel is so respectful of the divine Christ, that the Jesus’ baptism isn’t recorded, it takes place off 
camera, off stage, off the record. What we hear are the results… JtB has seen the Holy Spirit descend on 
Jesus and remain with him. 

After countless baptisms, this is the sign he has been looking for. 

On the second day—when Jesus returns to the Jordan—JtB points to him and bears witness, “Here is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). Jesus is the one, JtB says, the reason 
God sent me to baptize with water so that the Son of God might be revealed to Israel. 

On the third day, JtB is with his disciples and seeing Jesus he points and again says, “Look! here is the 
Lamb of God” (John 1:36).  
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His mission complete, JtB fades from view. The two disciples who were at his side, hear his words and 
make the decision to follow Jesus. Jesus notices these new “shadows” and asks them—point blank--
What do you want? Startled they ask the Rabbi “Where are you staying?” 

In English, we don’t pay much attention to that sentence—but these men are asking a much bigger 
question than where Jesus is lodging. The word they use is the same word that JtB uses to describe the 
Holy Spirit “remaining” with Jesus. It’s the same word that Jesus will use with his disciples saying,  
“Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit” (John 15:5). 

The Holy Spirit is alive in Jesus and these disciples want to know where Jesus lives so that they might 
abide with him. 

“Come and see.” Jesus says. 

These are words of invitation, words that promise revelation and reconciliation and relationship. 

“Come and see.” 

This passage is full of the words of vision—of seeing and knowing and coming to understand. This is a 
“call” story. And through it, we hear Jesus issuing an invitation to Andrew and his friend to follow him—
not to his lodging house, but as disciples of the Son of God. 

Wonderful as the story is, John wants us to know that it doesn’t end with that first invitation. 

Andrew and his friend hurry after Jesus. They “remain” with him all that day. We know nothing of their 
conversation, but as soon as Andrew leaves Jesus, he rushes to find his brother, Simon Peter. This 
disciple, who watched and waited with JtB, has good news to share. “We have found the Messiah!” 
 

Jo Anne Taylor has a children’s sermon set around this passage. See, Show, Share. JtB sees Jesus, shows 
Jesus to others, shares his Jesus story. Andrew sees Jesus, shows Jesus to his brother, shares his Jesus 
story. Simon Peter sees Jesus, then Simon Peter…. (here the kids shout it out, “shows Jesus and shares 
Jesus”).1  

Twenty-centuries later, we become the ones to hear the invitation all because someone else has seen 
and shown and shared. 

We instinctively understand the desire to share good news. It fills our Facebook feeds: new babies, 
grandchildren, beloved pets, good meals, anniversaries, birthdays, vacations, new jobs… we even share 
the hard news: losses, bad diagnoses, harsh headlines. We understand instinctively what it is to testify 
to those things we have seen and experienced. 

We understand that the invitation to “Come and See” is also the invitation to “Go and Tell.” Just as 
Andrew understands that the invitation to be with Jesus is not one to be hoarded—it is one to be 
shared. 
 

This passage out of John’s gospel speaks to my heart—this invitation isn’t the dire warning of some 
evangelists: “believe or burn.” It isn’t the intellectual debate the Apostle Paul preaches on Mars Hill 
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(Acts 17). It’s about knowing and being known, about testifying to the power of that relationship, about 
inviting others into the experience of Jesus. 

Do you remember the ones who first introduced you to Jesus? 
 

If you Google, “Sharing Jesus” you will find more than 400 million results: the Billy Graham organization 
tops the list with “Sharing Faith 101.” There are “natural ways” to share Jesus and ways to “share Jesus 
without fear” or “without freaking out.” There are methods to share Jesus “with friends” or share Jesus 
“with strangers” and even how to share Jesus “in 90 seconds.” 

It seems that as we’ve grown up, we’ve forgotten the instincts of our childhood—to invite the family or 
neighbor or guest to “come, see…” to pull them eagerly by the hand, bursting with good news that we 
can’t wait to “show and tell.” 

What might happen if we shared with one another the stories of how we came to know Jesus? If we 
shared with one another our journey with Jesus? If we gave witness to the call of Jesus that we are 
seeking to follow? Would we find encouragement to share that story with others? 
 

I was in the local craft store, looking for purple candles for a Lenten service at my home church. There 
were lots of candles, but none in “liturgical purple” and I had been circling the shelves hoping beyond 
hope that purple candles might miraculously appear.  

I noticed a young woman who seemed to be looking at me. Finally, she approached—asking if she might 
speak with me. Curious, I said yes. We made our introductions and then she began her story.  

She wanted to tell me about her church. About how this community had introduced her to Jesus in a 
way that was very real to her. It was different, she told me, from anything else she had ever 
experienced, and she wanted to share that with me. 

Her hand was trembling when she offered me a small card, an invitation to worship with the church 
name and address. Come, she said, and you’ll see. Jesus loves you. 

Come and see. Go and tell. Our calling and our vocation. 
 

I think in these days, we need encouragement to undertake this vocation to live a life where we see and 
show and share. So I leave you with this benediction crafted by former US Senate Chaplain Richard 
Halverson: Wherever you go, God is sending you. Wherever you are, God has put you there. God has a 
purpose in your being right where you are. Christ, who indwells you by the power of his Spirit, wants to 
do something in and through you. Believe this and go in his grace, his love, his power. In the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.2 

1 Taylor, Jo Anne. “Come and See.” A pastor sings: blog.www.pastorsings.com. 14 January 2020. 
2 Quoted by Mark Batterson. The Grave Robber: How Jesus Can Make Your Impossible Possible. (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker, 2014), 69. 

 


