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“In Remembrance:  150
th 

Celebration” 

 

As I think back over the 8 years I have pastored here, my life has greatly changed.  Eli 

was just over 1 year old.  Josh was not even imagined yet.  Both of them know no other 

home than Centenary UMC.  What is even more important to me is that my boys love it 

here.  They are happy!  For Amber and me (and all of us), the relationships that we invest 

in are the relationships that shape us.  This is why each of us should invest heavily in our 

relationship with God.  My life, my faith, my experience of the world has been formed by 

God through you.  The people here at Centenary have become very important to us.  

Through your encouragement, support, friendship, good laughs and care, we have found 

this place “home.”   Sadly, some of our church family has passed, yet their influence re-

mains.  We should never underestimate the importance of being in a community, like a 

church family.  When done well, with grace, forgiveness and support, it is a taste of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

I hope excitement is building in you about our upcoming 150
th

 church celebration.  Even 

as I have greatly enjoyed being here these past 8 years, God has been working through 

this church congregation long before I arrived.  In 1867, God planted a church on the 

north side of Evansville, and this location has been served by God through Centenary 

while, Centenary has been shaped by God and its north side location.  From a vast num-

ber of people I have heard of wonderful stories, successful ministries, youth trips, and 

funny memories.  All of these stories still live as God still lives in Centenary UMC.   

 

It’s easy to overlook what it means to follow Christ.  When Jesus called the disciples and 

they left everything to follow, this was not the beginning.  As Will Willimon and Stanley 

Hauerwas describe in their book Resident Aliens, “salvation is not so much a new begin-

ning but rather a beginning in the middle.”  “[We] jump on a moving train.”  God has 

been working long before we ever arrived and will continue long after us.  The bible is 

the continuing story of God calling a peculiar people as his people.  These people of God 

then become a part of God’s integral plan for the world’s salvation that continues 

through history.  Thus, by following, the early disciples jumped on this moving train.  So, 

Will and Stanley conclude faith does not so much begin with discovery, but remem-

brance.  As Jesus declared of the bread and cup, “Do this is remembrance of me,” all our 

present day acts of faith seek to be in continuation and union with Jesus’ acts that have 

gone before.  We are not creating anything new.  We are simply joining our lives into un-

ion with the living Christ whose character is best known in “remembrance of me.”  

 

Similarly, as each of us came to Centenary UMC, we jumped on a moving train.  The char-

acter of this church is always to be in continuation of Jesus’ “in remembrance of me.”  

And this God in Jesus has been working here at Centenary long before we got here so 

like the disciples, we “begin in the middle.”  Thus, for us, a faithful future is tied to faith-

ful remembrance.  On September 17, let us seek to be faithful.  As we faithfully remem-

ber Jesus always in worship, and remember how his ministry has shaped and made Cen-

tenary UMC, let us give thanks for how God’s church here has made us and shaped the 

north side of Evansville.  Through this faithful church, its stories, its people and most im-

portantly its God, the ministry of salvation continues to be active.  Let us seek to walk 

towards God’s future by finding ourselves within the story of Jesus as it has taken shape 

here at Centenary UMC.  Soon, it will be time to Celebrate God and his church here! 

         

        Pastor Danny Walker 

 

 

 

 



We would love to have everyone come celebrate the 150th anniversary of the church.  We will be honoring our history 
and reminiscing about the past during our 9:30 service where former pastor, Rev. Mitchell Gieselman will be deliver-
ing the sermon.  After the service, we will head over to the Family Life Center to continue the celebration by having a 
catered meal featuring meatloaf and fried chicken.  We look forward to seeing everyone then! 

 Summer break is over and on September 3rd, the choir sang for worship.  Life does pass    
quickly!  Special thanks to all of the summer worship music, including Brian Fleming, Dale  
Dawson, the Ferguson Family, Suzanne Seibert, Jim Sharp, the VBS children and leaders, 
Sadie Seibert, Amber Walker, Madeleine Gish, Julie and Roger Huebner, and Geneva 
Huebner and Norma McNary.  I was especially touched by Jim Sharp’s narration of “The 

Master’s Touch.”   
 
Choir practice is Wednesday night at 7:00 PM with an occasional brief Sunday morning session,  
immediately after worship.  Thanks to Ronda, Shirley, Keith, Julie and Kai on the instruments and 
Tyler on the drums when asked.  We have an amazing group of volunteers with talent they share.  
Thank you! 
 
If to would like to join at any time, please do so!  Wednesday nights at 7:00PM! 
 
                           Miriam Seibert  

Handbell Choir is back in practice!  Come join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 PM!  If you 
have any questions, see Shirley Woods, the director. 

SCRIP~SCRIP~SCRIP~   Stop by our Scrip table in the coffee room after church. We have a wide variety of gift 
cards for all your gift giving, shopping, and restaurant needs. We carry Wal-Mart (2.5%) $10, $25, $50, $100, and 
$250 cards.  The VISA  (1.5%) cards are $50, $100, and $250. Pick up some Culvers (10%) cards and eat at Brent 
and Collette Crow's new Westside Culvers on the Lloyd Expressway. Due to your support of our program, Scrip is 
able to donate $900 toward the catered meal for the 150th Anniversary Celebration dinner. Thank you!            

"By all these lovely tokens September days are here,  With summer’s best of weather And autumn’s best of cheer." 
                                             Helen Hunt Jackson, September, 1830-1885 



Well, summer is winding down, and it's time to think about sewing again.  I do hope you have had a 
great summer, and that you are ready to have some sewing fun at Centenary.  As with last year, our 
focus will be on having some fun with sewing while perhaps learning a few new skills/
techniques.  You do not have to be an accomplished sewer to be a part of our group, you just have 
to be someone who would like to make whatever project we happen to be working on.  And, as last 
year, if you aren't interested in a particular project, you are not obligated to do that project.   
 
Our sewing classes will meet most Sunday afternoons from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., but this 
year we will be meeting in the Family Life Center (oh, so much easier than climbing those steps 
with our sewing machines.)   
 
Our first class will be Sunday, October 1.  I have several projects in mind for this year, and I hope to include projects that we 
can make to help others such as the Little Dresses for Africa that we made last year.  This year I'm hoping to make some      
children's pillowcases for children who are hospitalized as well as some items for nursing home residents.  
 
I will be sending an email with details about what materials you will need for our first class around the middle of September.  At 
this time, I am planning on a quick and easy stuffed pumpkin for our first class.  I'll send photos of the pumpkins when I email the 
supply list in September.  We are also going to add some embellishments to sweatshirts for the October fall weather (I'm not 
sure yet if that will be a part of our first class--I'll let you know as soon as I decide).  I certainly hope you will be able to join us.   
 
Feel free to invite any friends who would like to join us.  If you have any questions, email me at swhollon@aol.com or call (812) 
459-2643.       
                    Sharon Hollon 

YOUTH...Here’s what’s coming up in September! 
 
        9/6-Youth Group Night-6p-7:30p @ Centenary United Methodist 
        9/10-Youth Group Night-4p-6p @ Elite Air Trampoline Park, Newburgh.  Cost  
  $16 on day of event.  If you need a ride let us know.   
        9/13-No Youth Group 
        9/17-Youth Group Night-6p-7:30 @ Centenary United Methodist 
        9/27-Youth Group Night-6p-7:30p @ Centenary United Methodist  

LOOKING AHEAD…  Save the Dates! 
 
11/3 & 4-Youth Group-Winter Retreat-Blue Springs Caverns-Bluespring Caverns Overnight Adventure 
 
Our Junior High and High School Youth Group will be exploring America's longest underground river by boat; 
then walk, crawl, & climb through an underdeveloped section of the caverns not seen on regular tours.  Then 
camp overnight in Canyon Hall, high above the banks of Myst'ry River & awake for Breakfast underground. 
Will be leaving the church @ 5p on 11/3.  Returning 11/4 by 11a.  Cost is $ 45.00 per person.  The cost should 
not be the reason why you don't attend, so let us know if you need help. Friends are welcome to attend this 
adventure, so don't forget to invite. Payment is due by October 1, 2017.  More details to follow at a later 
date.   

SCRIP~SCRIP~SCRIP~   Stop by our Scrip table in the coffee room after church. We have a wide variety of gift cards 
for all your gift giving, shopping, and restaurant needs. We carry Wal-Mart (2.5%) $10, $25, $50, $100, and $250 
cards.  The VISA  (1.5%) cards are $50, $100, and $250. Pick up some Culvers (10%) cards and eat at Brent and Col-
lette Crow's new Westside Culvers on the Lloyd Expressway. Due to your support of our program, Scrip is able to 
donate $900 toward the catered meal for the 150th Anniversary Celebration dinner. Thank you!            

FYI  -   New Address:  Josh & Holly Billingsley, 21674 Kings Crossing Ter, Ashburn, VA  20147 

 

GOOD NEWS!    Good Neighbors luncheons will resume on Thursday, September 7th.  Join us 

each week on Thursday at noon for delicious food and lively fellowship! 

 

Also, ON THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH, there will be free blood pressure screen-

ings offered from 11:00 AM to 12 Noon, prior to the meal! 



SEPTEMBER Anniversaries 

A Re c o rd  o f  O ur Fa i t h f u l n es s  

Date Attendance General Fund   
Offering 

7/30 142 $3317.00 

8/6 181 $3481.00 

8/13 170 $3003.00 

8/20 166 $6157.00 

   

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!   If you find any           

discrepancies in our Birthday/Anniversary listings, 

please call the office or email us.  This would in-

clude names that are missing or misspelled, as 

well as wrong dates.  

OCTOBER Birthdays  

OCTOBER Anniversaries 

Prayer Concerns  ~~  Don Robinson, Rachel Bailey, Rose Borman,  Lee Crow, Rosie Ritchie, T.C. Gossett,  

Walter Fanok, Eloise Overdorf, Joyce Smith, Rose Borman, Mabel Blythe, Callie Graves, Dave Heavrin,  

Barb Marchand, Amy Toon 

SEPTEMBER Birthdays  

 1 - Savannah McCutchan 
 1 - Ally Kempf  
 1 - Brad Marchand       
 1 - Katherine Sharp 
 2 - Carolyn Hortin  
 3 - Sylvia Seibert  
 3 - Marsha Stocker 
 7 - John Crow   
10 - Malisse Stocker  
11- Jesse Hewig 
12 - Judy Hendrix 
13 - Tensley Jackson 
13 - Nicole Jackson   
13 - Bob Freeman 
13 - Joshua Walker 
15 - Pat Hewig 
16 - Greg Beasley 
  

16 - Keith Schmett 
20 - Dan Walters  
20 - Sterlen Stocker 
20 - Kayden Williams  
22 - Gloria Schneider 
22 - Madeleine Gish 
24 - Bev McDowell 
24 - Bonnie Tindle 
24 - MacKenzie Stocker 
25 - Kiersten Wingerter 
26 - Debbie Putler 
26 - Tony Bowden  
27 - Gayle Martin 
27 - Jennie Fuhrman  
29 - Laura Freeman 
30 - Brooklyn Crow 

 9 - Tom & Deb Wilson 
 9 - Larry & Alene Taylor  
11 - Dan & Melba DeMuth 
12 - Adam & Missy Stocker 
17 - Jerry & Joan Carnahan 
17 - Dan & Susan Elpers  
17 - Sam & Judy Frederick 
25 - David & Debbie Driggs 
28 - Brad & Robin Marchand 
 

 2 - Leilani  
      Swartzentruber   
 2– Morgan Falconer  
 3 - Loretta Gore 
 4 - Keith Woods 
 6 - Kathy Egnew  
 7 - Corrine Schwartz  
 7-  Otis Ferguson 
 8 - Dava Cobb 
 9 - Susan Elpers  
 9 - Brenda Gore  
11 - Felicia Bowden  
11 - Gayla Kempf 
12 - Larry Powell  
13 - Chris Haywood  
 

13 - Ron Johnson  
13 - Brad Smith  
15  -Craig Vieira 
17 - Mida Creekmur 
18 - Lois Unfried 
19 - OD Putler 
20 - Darrell Resler 
21 - Ira Knight 
23 - Greta Jackson 
25 - Missy Stocker 
25 - Aaron Kaucher 
27 - Colin Falconer 
28 - Mike Warneke 
30 - Suzanne Seibert  
31 - Gina Riley 

  7 - Bob & Lee Crow  
  8 - John & Loretta Gore 
14 - Terry & Sharron Brace 
22 - Shawn & Gina Riley 
23 - Steve & Gloria Schneider 
30 - Darrell and Janet Resler 
30 - Amber and Danny Walker 

 



September 2017 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

              

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

   8:30AM   Safe  Harbor 

   9:30AM   Worship                                             
 10:45AM   Sun.School 

  

Labor Day 

 

OFFICE      
CLOSED 

9:00AM  Exercise      9:00AM  Walking  

   6:00PM  Youth 

 

 

BULLETIN 

INFO 

DUE 

 9:00AM    Exercise     7:00AM  UMM  Bkfst 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

   8:30AM   Safe  Harbor 

   9:30AM   Worship                                             
 10:45AM   Sun.School 

  4:00PM   YOUTH @ 

                 Elite Air 

  

 8:30-12:30  
BLOOD DRIVE  

9:00AM  Walking   9:00AM  Exercise    9:00AM  Walking     

    NO YOUTH 

  

 

BULLETIN 

INFO 

DUE 

  9:00AM    Exercise   

  7:00PM    Ad Council 

    

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

   8:30AM   Safe  Harbor 

   9:30AM   Worship                                             
  

150th                    
Annivesary         

Celebration 

   9:00AM  Walking   

 11:30AM  Georgia’s   

                 Girls/We Care 

9:00AM  Exercise    9:00AM  Walking 

 6:00PM  Youth     

 

 

BULLETIN 

INFO 

DUE 

 9:00AM    Exercise   

 5:00PM   NORTH HS 

                FOOTBALL  

                  DINNER 

                      

 7:00PM  Nominating 

                Comm. Mtg 

  

 

SPIRE 

INFO 

DUE 

  

24 25 26 27 
28 
 

29 30 

8:30AM   Safe  Harbor 

   9:30AM   Worship                                             
 10:45AM   Sun.School 

  

9:00AM  Walking   9:00AM  Exercise    9:00AM  Walking  

 6:00PM  Youth    

 

 

BULLETIN 

INFO 

DUE 

  9:00AM    Exercise       
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CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH     
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; 

everything old has passed away, see, 
everything has become new!” 2 Corinthians 5: 17  

 
“Seeking God and God’s Kingdom First”     “Seeking to Be the Body of Christ, the Church” 

“Seeking to Live as Disciples”     “Seeking to Discover the Joy of God” 



 



   


