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MISSING PIECE: DISTINCTIVE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
Our boys love Legos. Every birthday, every Christmas, any occasion (like waking up
in the morning), they want a new Lego set. They will build them, play with them, destroy
them and rebuild them again. There is a re-occurring frustrating moment for our boys.
They get a Lego set out again and build it, only to discover several pieces are missing.
Legos are different today than when I was a kid. We had generic Legos that you could build
into anything you wanted without instructions. Today, each set is specific with unique pieces for that unique creation. If several pieces are missing, then your Lego set is incomplete.
These missing pieces greatly frustrate our boys. Without every piece, their Lego set is not
what the designer intended.
This is also true in Christianity. The Christian faith, truth of salvation, is not the designer’s (God’s) intent without every piece. Just like Legos, we did not create these pieces
nor did we create the design when they are all properly put together. It’s God’s! It’s all
God’s. However, if we are honest, there are several missing pieces in modern Christianity
and the church today. As a result, we are missing out on God’s intent and blind to God’s
vision. Over the next several months, I would like to look at a few of these missing pieces.
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.” (Matthew 5:14)
The scriptures are predominately communal, while we live in a very individualistic society.
Today, we primarily perceive faith as an individual possession without much need (if any)
for participation in a faith community. You can worship God anywhere, so why not alone in
the woods, on the golf course, or just with our family at the house. However, if we perceive
Christianity and salvation primarily through an individualistic lens, we are missing a vital
piece of God’s intent, vision and salvation. Our faith would be thoroughly incomplete and
our understanding severely lacking.
In the above passage quoted from Matthew, “You,” in Greek is the plural you. This is
best visualized by the following example of what Jesus’ meant. “A city on a hill cannot be
hid.” Throughout both Old and New Testament, God is creating a unique people to display
God and his salvation. When you visually put together Jesus’ teachings, what do you see?
The gospel of John declares a people who love one another (he is talking within the community of faith) and wash each other’s feet. Later in Matthew when Jesus talks of power, he
says the rulers “lord it over them,” and then says “it will not be so among you, but whoever
wishes to be great among you must be your servant.” In the book of Acts, Luke calls the
people of faith to be guided by the same Holy Spirit and to gather together in
“koinonia” (shared life) through the breaking of bread and dedication together to the apostles teachings. Such a people together would be imprinted by God and thus, a true witness
on earth of God’s kingdom breaking into our world. But before we get the wrong idea about
this communal witness, this distinct community is not filled with heroic moral people, and it
is not achieved simply by belonging to community for community sake. The unique character of the body of Christ is not revealed through the power and ability of individuals being
moral, but comes from a humble people who know they need God, and thus confess their
sins. The unique character of the body of Christ is seen because God is the center of this
community and thus God is revealed in this community. Such a witness cannot be
achieved through a primarily individualistic, which also means incorrect, understanding of
faith. Yes, we can witness as individuals in our own particular life, but it takes a community
of witnesses to reveal God’s kingdom and reign. The main problem we have truly believing
in such a communal witness is that none of us know of such a church. This may speak a
great deal about the state of the church today as the church is often focused in the wrong
place. However, scripture clearly declares the formation of such a people as an integral
part of God’s mission.
(Cont’d Next Page)

C e n t e n a r y

U n i t e d

M e t h o d i s t

C h u r c h

E s t a b l i s h e d

1 8 6 7

However, the communal witness is not the only reason faith is always fullest and most complete in a faith
community together (Of course, this faith community must be humble and centered in Christ.) The bible does not
underestimate (like we do) our blindness and need for growth. God is truth. Thus, no real truth is known without
seeing God. We, as Christians, primarily gather together for worship and fellowship (koinonia) to see the God who
takes away our blindness and reveals to us what is good and true. The bible regularly calls us to love each other
enough to confess, speak truth, encourage one another and hold each other accountable. Simply put, we who are
blind on our own, need to center on God together so each of us can grow more into Christlikeness. Without one another, this is almost impossible. A professor in seminary used to always say, “The church helps us be the people of
faith we could never be on our own.” Thus, to have a communal witness, we need to be a community who witnesses
to each other. Plus, a community in God together provides the right “soil” for growth. When we together find ourselves in a reality imprinted by God’s love, mercy, wisdom and guidance as we offer these things to one another and
find it in the alive Holy Spirit that is among us (where two or more are gathered), we actually find a place where it’s
ok to be imperfect. This same soil called church together can then provide us the right nutrients for healing and
growth. An individualist notion of faith misses this gift and betrays our call and need for one another to even live this
thing called Christianity.
It would not be incorrect to say that without this communal piece of faith we are missing the opportunity to
taste salvation. Both through the church’s communal witness and the need for each other to truly grow, we can enter
deeper and deeper into God’s reality of salvation and kingdom. I know the church is not what it should be. The
church often reflects more the self-centeredness of society than the servant-ness of Christ. Ironically, this is reinforced by our individualist notion of faith as we often don’t love each other enough to bother with one another. We
need this missing piece in our lives again. We need it for a better understanding of faith. We need it for a better understanding of church. We need it for a better understanding of God and salvation. Please, don’t lose the missing
piece of being a part of God’s distinctive community. Without it, God’s creation is incomplete.
Pastor Danny Walker
We are pleased to welcome Caleb and Liz Heiman and their son Levi who have joined
us in the ministry of our church. Liz is currently the director of our Children’s Ministry,
and Caleb is taking over direction of our Youth Ministry. Levi has taken over the
hearts of all who have met him! We’ll learn more about them in the weeks ahead!
SCRIP ~ SCRIP ~ It's time to shop for Fall decorations, Halloween costumes, and Halloween treats. Buy
Scrip cards to shop at Joanne's(6%), Michael's(4%), Target(2.5%), and Walmart(2.5%), or use VISA(1.25%) to
shop anywhere. You can still buy IGA(5%) cards and use them at the First Ave. and Morgan Ave. locations.
Scrip has simplified their online payment feature (PrestoPay). This allows you to have an instant link to
your bank account. You can order cards directly and they will be sent with our order for you to pick up at
church on Sunday. See Cheryl for more details. Please browse the wide variety of cards available in the
coffee room after church. Each card purchased is a give back to Centenary!
Dear Centenary Church Family,
How do we begin to thank you for your kindness shown to our family with the loss of Walter. From the keepsake
box to the afghan, to the amazing luncheon, you are so appreciated. Reverend Danny, thank you for your support
and the service itself. We appreciate everything you did to make this a bit easier for us. Centenary was important
to Walter and important to us.
Sincerely, The Walter Fanok Family
Our church is so fortunate in having talented musicians, both singers and accompanists. If
you are interested in being a part of a great group, come on Wednesday night at 7:00pm.
As well as regular worship services, we are soon to begin working on our Christmas
cantata. It will be done in Sunday morning service. I hope to have a second practice time
for anyone who wants to be a part of that but can not come on Wednesday nights. Sunday
mornings have worked well.
We have a talented congregation which participates in worship on Sunday mornings. If you
want to join us at any time, please come. As always, thanks for your encouragement.
Miriam Seibert, Choir Director
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Clothing & Accessories

% QTY
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Dining - On The Go

Aeropostale $25.00
American Eagle Outfit $25.00
Banana Republic $25.00
Children's Place $25.00
Claire's $10.00
Crazy 8 $25.00
Express $25.00
Gap $25.00
Gymboree $25.00
Icing $10.00
Journeys Kidz $25.00
Marshalls $25.00
Maurices $20.00
Old Navy $25.00
Payless Shoes $20.00
Ross Dress for Less $25.00
Shoe Carnival $25.00
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13%
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Arby's $10.00
Burger King $10.00
Chipotle Mexican Grill $10.00
Chipotle Mexican Grill $25.00
Cold Stone Creamery $10.00
Culver's $10
Dairy Queen $10.00
Domino's $10.00
Dunkin' Donuts $10.00
Dunkin' Donuts $25.00
GD Ritzys $10.00
Fazoli's $25.00
Hardee's $10.00
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts $10.00
Little Caesar's Pizza $20.00
Long John Silver's $10.00
Panera Bread $10.00

T.J. Maxx $25.00
Talbots $25.00

7%
13%

$
$

Panera Bread $25.00
Papa John's Pizza $10.00
Papa Murphy's Pizza $10.00
Pizza Hut $10.00
Qdoba Mexican Grill $25.00
Starbucks $10.00
Starbucks $25.00
Steak 'n Shake $10.00
SUBWAY $10.00
Taco Bell $10.00
Wendy's $10.00

Dining - Casual

% QTY

Total

Applebee's $25.00
Applebee's $50.00
Bob Evans Restaurants $10.00
Bonefish Grill $25.00
Bonefish Grill $50.00
Buffalo Wild Wings $10.00
Buffalo Wild Wings $25.00
Cheddars ® $10.00
Cheddars ® $25.00
Chili's Grill & Bar $25.00
Cracker Barrel $10.00
Cracker Barrel $25.00
Denny's $10.00
Gracie's Chinese $10.00
Logan's Roadhouse $25.00
LongHorn Steakhouse $25.00
Los Bravos Mexican $20.00
Los Tres Caminos Mexican $20

8%
8%
10%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
11%
8%
8%
7%
10%
10%
8%
10%
10%
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$
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O'Charley's $25.00
Old Chicago $25.00
Olive Garden ® $25.00
Outback Steakhouse $25.00
Red Lobster $25.00
Red Robin $25.00

13%
6%
8%
8%
8%
8%

$
$
$
$
$
$

8%
9%

$
$

Texas Roadhouse $25.00
TGI Fridays® $25.00

Health & Beauty
Bath & Body Works $10.00
Bath & Body Works $25.00
CVS Pharmacy 100.00
CVS Pharmacy $25.00
Sephora $25.00
ULTA $25.00
Walgreens $25.00

Home Décor
Bed Bath & Beyond $100.00
Bed Bath & Beyond $25.00
Crate and Barrel $25.00
Pier 1 Imports $25.00
Pottery Barn Kids $25.00
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Discount Store

Total

Home Improvement

Burlington Coat Factory $25.00

8%

% QTY

$

Ace Hardware $25.00

4%

% QTY

$

Kmart $25.00

4%

$

Home Depot $100.00

4%

$

Meijer $10

3%

$

Home Depot $25.00

4%

$

Meijer $25

3%

$

Lowe's $100.00

4%

$

Meijer $50

3%

$

Lowe's $25.00

4%

$

Meijer $100

3%

$

Lowe's $500.00

4%

$

Sam's Club $25.00

2.5%

$

Menards $100.00

3%

$

Target $100.00

2.5%

$

Menards $25.00

3%

$

Target $25.00

2.5%

$

Menards $500.00

3%

$

Target $50.00

2.5%

$

The Home Depot $100.00

4%

$

Walmart $100.00

2.5%

$

The Home Depot $25.00

4%

$

Walmart $25.00

2.5%

$

Online & Catalog

Walmart $250.00

2.5%

$

Amazon.com $100.00

2.5%

$

Walmart $50.00

2.5%

$

Amazon.com $25.00

2.5%

$
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Total

Total

Groupon.com $25.00

7%

$

Best Buy $100.00

4%

$

Harry & David $50.00

12%

$

Best Buy $25.00

4%

$

iTunes® $15.00

5%

$

EB Games $25.00

3%

$

iTunes® $25.00

5%

$

GameStop $25.00

3%

$

Overstock.com $25.00

8%

$

OfficeDepot /Office Max $25.00

5%

$

Shutterfly $25.00

4%

$

Staples $25.00

5%

$

Specialty Retailer

Electronics & Office

Entertainment

% QTY

% QTY

% QTY

Total

Build-A-Bear Workshop $25.00

8%

$

Total

Guitar Center $25.00

4%

$

AMC Theatres West $25.00

8%

$

Hallmark $25.00

4%

$

Barnes & Noble $10.00

8%

$

Jo-Ann Fabric Stores $25.00

6%

$

Barnes & Noble $25.00

8%

$

Michaels $25.00

4%

$

Family Video $10.00

12%

$

PetSmart $25.00

5%

$

Showplace North $5.00

10%

$

Sporting Goods

% QTY

Total

Academy Sports+Outdoors $25.00

4%

$

Total

Bass Pro Shops $25.00

9%

$

8%

$

Cabela's $100.00

6%

$

BP $50.00

1.5%

$

Dick's Sporting Goods $100.00

8%

$

Circle K $100.00

1.5%

$

Dick's Sporting Goods $25.00

8%

$

Circle K $25.00

1.5%

$

Department Store

Jiffy Lube $30.00

8%

$

Dillard's $100.00

9%

$

Marathon $100.00

3%

$

Dillard's $25.00

9%

$

Marathon $25.00

3%

$

JCPenney $25.00

5%

$

Marathon $250.00

3%

$

Kohl's $100.00

4%

$

Mobil $50.00

1%

$

Kohl's $25.00

4%

$

MotoMart $50.00

5%

$

Macy's $25.00

10%

$

Shell $25.00

2%

$

Sears $25.00

4%

$

Stein Mart $25.00

7%

$

Gas & Auto
AutoZone $25.00

Travel & VISA
Disney $1000.00
Princess Cruise Lines $500.00
Visa Five Back $100.00
Visa Five Back $250.00
Visa Five Back $50.00

% QTY

% QTY

% QTY

% QTY

Total

Total

Grocery

3%

$

GFS-Gordon Food Service$25.00

4%

Total
$

6%
1.25%
1.25%
1.25%

$
$
$
$

IGA Buehlers $25.0
IGA Buehlers $100.00
Meijer $100.00
Meijer $25.00

5%
5%
3%
3%

$
$
$
$

Centenary will be having its annual Trunk or Treat event on
Friday evening, October 26th, from 6:00 - 8:00pm. Make plans to
bring your kids/grandkids for a fun-filled evening!
We also need people who can bring their cars and provide “trunks”
for this event. If you can help in this way, there is a sign-up sheet
in the Narthex or contact Children’s Director, Liz Heiman.

We still have people who are in the process of making mats for the homeless out of used plastic bags.
These thick woven mats serve as a barrier between the user and the ground. This is a great use of
recyclable plastic! Can you help us by donating your used plastic bags? There is a box in the FLC in the
hall near the kitchen marked “Plastic Bags.” Please place your donations there! Thank you!
FYI ~ CHARGE CONFERENCE WILL BE ON SUNDAY, NOV. 4TH AT 2:00PM. We would like to have a good
representation of our church body. Please plan to attend.
Things a little hard to read, lately? Sun too bright for you? Check the “Lost and Found”
box in the narthex! We have reading glasses and sunglasses which have been left in the
pews. See if any of them belong to you!

“But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control.”
Gal 5:22-23

Our children are enjoying “Music Time” with “Miss Amber” (Amber Ferguson) which
takes place immediately after Worship and continues into the Sunday School hour.
They are currently rehearsing music for Thanksgiving and will also be using this time
slot to prepare for Christmas. We encourage parents to make sure that their children
remain for the Sunday School hour, so they can be a part of music presentations.
Plus, it’s fun to sing together with friends!!

A special “thank you” to Matt’s Turf & More for the gift of our church lawn treatment!
Go Ahead and Chuckle ~It’s Good For You
A merry heart does good, like medicine..

Prov. 17:22

There was a man named Cletus that lived in a small town with only one traffic light. Cletus had saved up his money
and bought a mo-ped. One day Cletus was at the light waiting for it to turn green when a shiny new Corvette convertible pulled up next to him. Cletus had never seen anything like this in his life. The Corvette had its top down so
Cletus leans over the side of the car and starts checking out the interior. This annoys the driver of the Vette so when
the light turns green he steps on the gas, laying down rubber as he leaves the intersection. He gets up to 60mph
when suddenly Cletus flies by him on his moped. The driver of the Vette says to himself "This clown wants to
race". Shifting into 4th gear he steps on the gas again. He leaves Cletus in his dust as he gets up to 100mph. Then
out of nowhere he sees Cletus coming up fast in his rear view mirror. He can't believe it as Cletus flies by him again
on his moped. The driver of the Vette shifts into 6th gear and floors it. He passes Cletus and gets up to 150mph!
Once again, Cletus passes him like he's standing still. Shocked, the driver of the Vette pulls over to the side of the
road. He hears gravel flying and brakes squalling as Cletus pulls up next to him. The driver of the Vette congratulates Cletus on winning the race and asks him what kind of an engine he has in his moped. Puzzled Cletus replied,
"Race? I was just trying to get my suspenders off of your side-view mirror."

OCTOBER Birthdays
2 - Leilani
Swartzentruber
2– Morgan Falconer
3 - Loretta Gore
4 - Keith Woods
6 - Kathy Egnew
7 - Corrine Schwartz
7- Otis Ferguson
8 - Dava Cobb
9 - Susan Elpers
9 - Brenda Gore
11 - Felicia Bowden
11 - Gayla Kempf
12 - Larry Powell
13 - Chris Haywood

13 - Ron Johnson
13 - Brad Smith
15 -Craig Vieira
17 - Mida Creekmur
18 - Lois Unfried
19 - OD Putler
20 - Darrell Resler
21- Hannah Grossman
23 - Greta Jackson
25 - Missy Stocker
25 - Aaron Kaucher
27 - Colin Falconer
30 - Suzanne Seibert
31 - Gina Riley

OCTOBER Anniversaries
47814 22 23 30 30 -

Amanda & Nicholas Wahl
Bob & Lee Crow
John & Loretta Gore
Terry & Sharron Brace
Shawn & Gina Riley
Steve & Gloria Schneider
Darrell and Janet Resler
Amber and Danny Walker

NOVEMBER Birthdays
3 - Luke Resler
4 - Amanda Wahl
7- Bea Woods
8 - Joe Clark
8 - Debbie Driggs
9 - Polly Hodapp
10- George Price III
11- Zachary Woods
13 - Debbie Latham
14 - William Hewig
14 - Kenyon Black
15 - Koa Swartzentruber
15 - Jan Kraft
15 - Scott Putler
19 - Krista Jackson

20
21
21
22
22
23
24
27
27
27
28
28
29
29

-

Larry Neufelder
Kyndel Black
Steve Burgdorf
Nancy Brack
Darlene Powell
Stan Seibert
Darwin Martin
Sue Cox
David Driggs
Martha Freeman
Richard Cobb
Robert Branson
Tammy Haywood
Tionna Freeman

NOVEMBER Anniversaries
15 - Craig & Melissa Vieira
17 - Bob & Vernice Lindell
26 - Jim & Ronda Fleming

A Record of Our Faithfulness

Autumn Prayer

God of all seasons, we thank you for Autumn.
We thank you
for the touch of coolness in the air that gives us a
new burst of energy,
for the coloring of trees that shows the creativity of
the Divine Artist,
for the falling leaves that reveal the strength of the
branches,
for the hues of fields that bring peace to our souls,
for the smiles on pumpkins that bring joy to
children,
for the fall harvest which brings us gratitude for the
bounty of our land,
for this change of seasons that reveals the circle
of life.
God of all seasons, as you transform the earth,
transform us by your Spirit.
Amen
- Doug Leonhardt

Date

Attendance

General Fund
Offering

8/12

198

$3177.00

8/19

153

$5855.00

8/26

184

$3277.00

9/2

144

$4150.00

9/9

164

$3933.00

9/16

182

$2995.00

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! If you find any
discrepancies in our Birthday/Anniversary
listings, please call the office or email us.
This would include names that are missing or
misspelled, as well as wrong dates.

Prayer Concerns ~~ Rachel Bailey, Lee Crow, Rose Borman, Rosie Ritchie, Eloise Overdorf, Callie Graves,
Dave Heavrin, Rosemary Rudolph, John Crow, Roger Huebner Sr, Joyce Smith, Wayne Aldridge, Joan Carnahan,
Debbie Young, Gayle Harper

October 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

30

1

2

3

4

5

6

9:00AM Walking
11:30AM Georgia’s
Girls/We Care

9:00AM Exercise

8

9

12

13

7

8:30AM Safe Harbor 9:00AM Walking
9:00AM Exercise
11:30AM Georgia’s
9:30AM Worship
6:30PM Trustee Mtg
Girls/We Care
10:45AM Sun.School

9:00AM Walking
6:30PM Bell Choir
7:00PM Choir

9:00AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors

10
9:00AM Walking
6:30PM Nominations
Comm. Mtg
6:30PM Bell Choir
7:00PM Choir

11

7:00AM UMM
Breakfast

9:00AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors

Columbus Day
14

15

8:30AM Safe Harbor 9:00AM Walking
11:30AM Georgia’s
9:30AM Worship
Girls/We Care
10:45AM Sun.School

21

22

8:30AM Safe Harbor 9:00AM Walking
11:30AM Georgia’s
9:30AM Worship
Girls/We Care
10:45AM Sun.School

28

29

8:30AM Safe Harbor 9:00AM Walking
11:30AM Georgia’s
9:30AM Worship
Girls/We Care
10:45AM Sun.School

16
9:00AM Exercise

23
9:00AM Exercise

30
9:00AM Exercise

17
9:00AM Walking
6:30PM Bell Choir
7:00PM Choir

24
9:00AM Walking
6:30PM Bell Choir
7:00PM Choir

31

18

19

20

25

26

27

900AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors

TRUNK ’R
TREAT
6:00-8:00pm

UGANDA DINNER

1

2

3

9:00AM
12:00PM

Exercise
Good
Neighbors

9:00AM Walking
6:30PM Bell Choir
7:00PM Choir
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CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation;
everything old has passed away, see,
everything has become new!” 2 Corinthians 5: 17
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