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Day of Remembrance
“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to
the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.”
Exodus 12:14
In today’s world we are often a people with practical amnesia. The past is at worst viewed
as chains that hold us down and thus should be broken. At best, the past is seen as nice
memories from the past. Either way, we subtlety believe that the past is the past and
should not affect the present or influence the future. As a result, the importance of remembering has been lost.

Scripture, however, sees remembrance as vital to our identity in the present and necessary for guidance towards the future. In the Old Testament, God is often identified with
the past; “The God who brought you out of Egypt, The God of Abraham, The God of
Isaac…” In other words, the God who liberated you from Egypt is the same God who is
with you now. The God who been in relationship with you as a people since Abraham is
still the God in relationship with you now. These things will never change. In fact, as
seen in the passage above, you shall have a day of remembrance to remember what God
has done and will continue to do throughout the ages. Let the remembrance be a perpetual ordinance so that your identity is shaped by the God who has been with you, is with
you now and will always be with you. If you do forget, you will no longer know who you
are. You will be a people with amnesia.
The importance of remembering is not just an Old Testament concept. “In remembrance
of Jesus,” we are together around the table with bread and wine so that Jesus’ acts in life
and death shape our very identity. If we are not a people in remembrance of him, we are
not Christians. In fact, modern day Christianity struggles because the character of Jesus
has been replaced by a vague sense of God.
We cannot be a people with amnesia and this includes the remembrance of our life as
church. We just celebrated our 150th anniversary. Centenary UMC’s history is no longer
Christian history unless it finds itself in continuation of what has gone before in Jesus (and
Abraham, Isaac, and Moses). To know ourselves as God’s people is to be shaped by the
God who has been faithful to us this past 150 years. When remembered rightly, this gives
us the courage to be God’s people (even above people of Centenary) going forward. We
will step out with faith to continue to do ministry in the name of the God who works in all
ages. Remembering rightly also helps us to shape what is to be held onto and what is to
be let go. That which is not consistent with the biblical story and its continuation in the
church (like segregation, power abuse, greed, etc.) are also brought to light and repented.
Therefore, I invite you to remember. Use the pictures and the stories found in this 150 th
commemorative newsletter to remember how God has been with this church through its
years. But, also seek to remember what God’s call is for the church. We are a people
shaped by our act of remembering rightly, but we are always a people walking into God’s
future. We are a people also shaped by the coming of God’s future kingdom breaking into
the present. Simply put, to be Christian is to be surrounded by God in all ways; surrounded by God through the formation of the past and surrounded by God by participation with
God into the future.
Pastor Danny Walker
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On September 17, 2017, Centenary UMC celebrated its 150th birthday with a special commemorative
service. Over 290 members, attendees, and friends came together to give thanks for God’s faithfulness.

Historical Wall ~ In Honor of Byrdell Martin

Memories

Rev. Mitch Gieselman, new
Southwestern Indiana District Superintendent, delivered the message for our 150th Anniversary
Celebration Service. Using scriptures of Exodus 12:14-17 (So this
day shall be to you a memorial…)
and Isaiah 43:18-19 (Do not remember the former things, nor
consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing…),
Mitch skillfully wove the two
themes into an inspiring sermon
titled “Look Both Ways.”

Mitch read a prayer written by
Bishop Julius C. Trimble for the
occasion. Then Mitch, who
served at Centenary from 1987 to
1991, launched into some memories of his time at Centenary.

Rev. Mitch Gieselman

Highlights included stepping through the ceiling of the parsonage
while getting something out of the attic, going to the sheriff’s substation at 2 a.m. on a Sunday morning to retrieve members of the
youth group who had escaped from a lock-in at church and gone
TP’ing, and the birth of his twins during Advent.
He warned us not to be locked into “the good old days.” We need
to be open to possibilities that lie ahead. He concluded, “When
you come to the crossing, look both ways. The crossing of the past
and future is now. What does God want from Centenary now? ...
For what we have, give thanks; for what will be, yes.”
Another highlight of our service was Witness to the
Church. Two of our members talked about their
memories and experiences at Centenary.
First, Bob Kraft, a long-time member, spoke. With
love and humor, Bob told stories of some of the
saints at Centenary over the last fifty years: parsonage families, Harry and Ruth Schelhaus, Callie
Kennedy, Jimmy Ritchie, Myrtle Coulson, the
Kraft family, and Greta Jackson. He made a special
note of the hours and hours that Ira Edmondson
and John Gore spent working at the church.

Pastor Danny Walker

Bob Kraft

Keith Schmett

He concluded with a plea “Let us truly love each other. He died for each of us so we can have life eternal.”
Next Keith Schmett, a relative new-comer, told his story of church-hunting when he moved to Evansville. The first
Sunday he and Linda came to Centenary, Bob Kraft was honoring teachers. When Bob found out he was a teacher,
Keith was up front with everyone else telling what he did. Because of the friendliness and hospitality of the people,
this first visit to Centenary ended their search for a new church; they were home.

Music for the anniversary service was carefully chosen to represent different times and styles of music. Our first congregational hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” is a traditional hymn from the 1800s. George Beverly
Shea made our second hymn “How Great Thou Art” popular in the 1950s. “Pass It On” became popular in the 1990s
and is a favorite of our congregation. Soloist Lauren Fendrich beautifully sang the traditional version of “The Lord’s
Prayer.” Miriam Seibert directed the choir in a medley called “Wonderful Songs of Grace.” The songs in the medley
included “Grace Greater Than Our Sin,” “Amazing Grace,” “Wonderful Grace of Jesus,” and “At Calvary.” For the
offertory Shirley Woods, Rhonda Fleming, and Keith Schmett played a piano medley of “Hallelujah” and “Because
He Lives.” “Because He Lives” represents a new style of music from the 1970s. For the benediction the choir sang
“Love Grows Here.”
The service was followed by a reception in the Family Life Center.

Brian Fleming and Tim Blythe emceed
the reception. The building was beautifully decorated with pictures and mementoes depicting the history of Centenary. Everyone was invited to sign the
Remembrance Wall.
After the welcome and prayer, everyone
enjoyed a catered meal of fried chicken,
meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy,
green beans, corn, salad, a roll, and
cobbler.

TIME
CAPSULE
OPENED

Julie Huebner and Brian Fleming shared the contents of the cornerstone which had been laid on October 20, 1963.
The box included the deed for the acre of land the church was built on in 1867. The land cost $25 and the first church
cost $1,800 to build. Also included were pictures of the 1938 church building and various groups, a list of the ministers or circuit riders serving Saundersville, a history of the church up to 1963, bulletins from the October 20, 1963 service, a list of members from 1963-1964, and miscellaneous items.
Long-term members were recognized. Mary Anna Fanok, John and Loretta Gore, Darwin Martin, Bob Crow, John
Crow, Ruth Keller, Ellen Frederick, Brenda Gore, and Loretta Coulson each received a bookmark for 65 years of
membership.
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“Thank you” to all of you who worked so diligently to prepare for our special day of
celebration. The decorations were beautiful and the pictures brought back so many good
memories. A special “thanks” to Sharron Brace for providing the narrative included with
the pictures in this newsletter.

11/3 - 4

10/11-

Wed. Youth Group - 6 - 7:30pm @CUMC - Making Home Made Pizza

10/18-

Wed. Youth Group - 6-7:30pm @CUMC
favorite box of Cereal

10/21-

Saturday-Community Connection (Local Mission Trip) to Tri-State Food
Bank 8:30am-Noon

10/27-

Friday Youth Group - Pumpkin Chuckin’ & Bonfire

10/28-

Junior/Senior High Volunteers needed at Trunk or Treat @ CUMC. 4:308:00pm - Children’s Ministry has requested your help to run game
stations and clean up.

Cereal Bar Night - Bring your

6-8pm @ CUMC

Youth Group-Winter Retreat-Blue Springs Caverns-Bluespring Caverns Overnight Adventure
If you wish to go, but haven’t signed up yet, see Shawn Littell!

We will be holding Confirmation Classes for our Youth beginning Sunday, January 14, 2018 - Sunday,
March 25,2018 from 10:45am - 11:45am. This is a total of 11 classes. Your Sunday bulletins over the
next few weeks will contain a form which should be filled out and placed in the offering plate or given
directly to Shawn Littell, Youth Director, or Pastor Danny.
Hey Kids! It’s almost Trunk or Treat time! Join us on Saturday, October 28th from
5pm - 8pm!
Bounce houses, hayrides, games, face painting, soup, hot dogs...sound like fun?
This year we are making this a function for our church family. You may
bring a friend if you like, but we are not advertising this as open to the
public.
If you are college-age (whether or not a student), we would like to invite you to join us at Noon on October 22
at Roca Bar on N41, for food, conversation, and discussion of what we can do to enhance your church experience. See Pastor Danny if you have any questions.

We are pleased to announce that Ben Kempf has been hired as the new maintenance technician, replacing
Darrel Resler who is retiring this October! Welcome to your new position, Ben!

Cooks Needed to help with meal preparation for Good Neighbors luncheons. If you can help, please see Geneva
Huebner for more details!

"It is only the farmer who faithfully plants seeds in the
Spring, who reaps a harvest in Autumn."
B. C. Forbes

SCRIP~SCRIP~SCRIP~ Stop by our Scrip table in the coffee room after church. We have a wide variety of gift cards
for all your gift giving, shopping, and restaurant needs. We carry Wal-Mart (2.5%) $10, $25, $50, $100, and $250
cards. The VISA (1.5%) cards are $50, $100, and $250. Pick up some Culvers (10%) cards and eat at Brent and Collette Crow's new Westside Culvers on the Lloyd Expressway. Due to your support of our program, Scrip is able to
donate $900 toward the catered meal for the 150th Anniversary Celebration dinner. Thank you!

OCTOBER Birthdays
2 - Leilani
Swartzentruber
2– Morgan Falconer
3 - Loretta Gore
4 - Keith Woods
6 - Kathy Egnew
7 - Corrine Schwartz
7- Otis Ferguson
8 - Dava Cobb
9 - Susan Elpers
9 - Brenda Gore
11 - Felicia Bowden
11 - Gayla Kempf
12 - Larry Powell
13 - Chris Haywood

13
13
15
17
18
19
20
21
23
25
25
27
28
30
31

- Ron Johnson
- Brad Smith
-Craig Vieira
- Mida Creekmur
- Lois Unfried
- OD Putler
- Darrell Resler
- Ira Knight
- Greta Jackson
- Missy Stocker
- Aaron Kaucher
- Colin Falconer
- Mike Warneke
- Suzanne Seibert
- Gina Riley

OCTOBER Anniversaries
9 - Tom & Deb Wilson
9 - Larry & Alene Taylor
11 - Dan & Melba DeMuth
12 - Adam & Missy Stocker
17 - Jerry & Joan Carnahan
17 - Dan & Susan Elpers
17 - Sam & Judy Frederick
25 - David & Debbie Driggs
28 - Brad & Robin Marchand

NOVEMBER Birthdays
3- Luke Resler
4 - Amanda Wahl
7- Bea Woods
8 - Joe Clark
8 - Debbie Driggs
9 - Polly Hodapp
10- George Price III
13 - Debbie Latham
14 - William Hewig
14 -Kenyon Black
15 - Koa Swartzentruber
15 - Jan Kraft
15 - Scott Putler
19 - Krista Jackson
20 - Larry Neufelder

21 - Kyndel Black
21 - Steve Burgdorf
21 - Solomon Warneke
22 - Nancy Brack
22 - Darlene Powell
23 - Stan Seibert
24 - Darwin Martin
25 - TC Gossett
27 - Sue Cox
27 - David Driggs
27 - Martha Freeman
28 - Richard Cobb
28 - Robert Branson
29 - Tammy Haywood
29 - Tionna Freeman

NOVEMBER Anniversaries
7 - Bob & Lee Crow
8 - John & Loretta Gore
14 - Terry & Sharron Brace
22 - Shawn & Gina Riley
23 - Steve & Gloria Schneider
30 - Darrell and Janet Resler
30 - Amber and Danny Walker

A Record of Our Faithfulness
Date

Attendance

General Fund
Offering

7/30

142

$3317.00

8/6

181

$3481.00

8/13

170

$3003.00

8/20

166

$6157.00

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! If you find any
discrepancies in our Birthday/Anniversary listings,
please call the office or email us. This would include names that are missing or misspelled, as
well as wrong dates.
Prayer Concerns ~~ Don Robinson, Rachel Bailey, Rose Borman, Lee Crow, Rosie Ritchie, T.C. Gossett,
Walter Fanok, Eloise Overdorf, Joyce Smith, Rose Borman, Mabel Blythe, Callie Graves, Dave Heavrin,
Barb Marchand, Amy Toon, Gloria Schneider

October 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

13

14

8:30AM
9:30AM
10:45AM
3:00PM

Safe Harbor
Worship
Sun.School
Sewing

9:00AM Walking
11:30AM Georgia’s
Girls/We Care
6:30PM Scouts

9:00AM Exercise
6:30PM Endowment

9:00AM
6:00PM
6:30PM
7:00PM

Walking
Bells
PPR
Choir

9:00AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors

BULLETIN
INFO DUE

8
8:30AM
9:30AM
10:45AM
3:00PM

Safe Harbor
Worship
Sun.School
Sewing

9
9:00AM Walking
11:30AM Georgia’s
Girls/We Care

10
9:00AM Exercise
7:00PM Trustees
Meeting

11
9:00AM
6:00PM
6:00PM
7:00PM

Walking
Youth
Bells
Choir

12
9:00AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors
7:00PM Ad Council
Mtg

7:00AM UMM Bkfst

Columbus Day
BULLETIN
INFO DUE

15
8:30AM
9:30AM
10:45AM
3:00PM

Safe Harbor
Worship
Sun.School
Sewing

16
9:00AM Walking
11:30AM Georgia’s
Girls/We Care
6:30PM Scouts

17

18
9:00AM Exercise
6:30PM Finance
Mtg

9:00AM
6:00PM
6:00PM
7:00PM

Walking
Youth
Bells
Choir

19

20

9:00AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors

21
8:30AM Youth Trip to
Tri-State Food
Bank

BULLETIN
INFO DUE

22
8:30AM
9:30AM
10:45AM
3:00PM

Safe Harbor
Worship
Sun.School
Sewing

23
9:00AM Walking
11:30AM Georgia’s
Girls/We Care

24
9:00AM Exercise

SPIRE INFO DUE

29
8:30AM
9:30AM
10:45AM
3:00PM

Safe Harbor
Worship
Sun.School
Sewing

30
9:00AM Walking
11:30AM Georgia’s
Girls/We Care

25
9:00AM
6:00PM
6:00PM
7:00PM

Walking
Youth
Bells
Choir

26

27

9:00AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors

TRUNK OR TREAT
5:00 PM
TO
8:00PM

BULLETIN
INFO DUE

31

1

28

2

3

4

9:00AM Exercise

FIFTH SUNDAY
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CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation;
everything old has passed away, see,
everything has become new!” 2 Corinthians 5: 17
“Seeking God and God’s Kingdom First” “Seeking to Be the Body of Christ, the Church”
“Seeking to Live as Disciples” “Seeking to Discover the Joy of God”

Church Office: 812-867-3920
Fax: 812-867-3723
Office e-mail: centenary@mw.twcbc.com
www.centenaryevansville.com

14340 Old State Road
Evansville IN 47725
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“Pointing Life in the
Right Direction”
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